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Crimming the free

The custom of gathering the
family around the Christmas tree
for putting on lights, ornaments
and strands of pop corn seems to
be as American as the flag and ap-
ple pie.

Don't you believe it. Like most of
our Christmas traditions, tree
trimming came to this country
along with the European immi-
grants

It is difficult to trace the begin-

"nings of the custom. Many myths
and ancient stories surround it.

One of them i< that Martin Lu-
ther started the tradition. The
story goes that he was attempting
to explain to his wife and children
the beauty of u snow-covered for-
est under a ghistening star-spec-
kled sky

According to the legend, he went
into a garden, cut off a fir tree,
dragged it into the nursery and put
some.candles onto the branches.

A picture of Martin Luther and
his family surrounding “the first
Christmas tree” has been promi-
nently displaved in Proteatant re-
ligious books throughout the
years.

What is known is that in ancient

times trees were worshiped by
many people and pifts were placed
on the branches as sacrifices to the
deities.

The practice of giving gifts to

others was later introduced by the
Christians. Hence, gifts were hunge
on "Christian trees” or "Christmas
trees”
' The earliest written record of
Christmas trees is from 1521 in the
province of Alsace in the upper
Rhine in Germany. Another refer-
ence is from Strasbury in 1605

“At Christmas, fir trees are set
up in the rooms and hung with
roses cut from paper of many col-
ors, apples, wafers, ete " itis writ-
ten

Until the carly 18Kk, the use of
Christmas trees was mainiy a cus-
tom only in Germany Historians
cannot determine why in about 20
to 30 vears, the practice spread
throughout Europe. These Euro-
peans later brought the tradition
to the new land, the United States.

It is believed that tree trimming
may have been an outgrowth of a
practice adopted by early dwellers
in the forest. They placed food-

(Continued on Page 30)

claire pearone

STTISOMERSEDAMALD o THONY MICH S~ s3
TEDEPHONE g g0 77

Handmade ornaments for the tree are special

With Great Pride and Pleasure

\
We Announce the Opening of Ou@

ucci Corner

Comne share the exprenence of Guoo PAREUM |

haunting new fragrance withowarm floral accents

bt how e ediion of Guea Accessanes

WO~

warts cosmetios pouches. belts AND b maost

giftable assortment of men s hes

A

and whihe visiting our Gaca Corner seles thom o bt !




