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Twenty Fire Cents

'City carving out federal money plans

1n hopes of obtaining $40.000 in com-
munity development bloc-gram funds,
the Farmington City Council approved
4 four-point program at this week's
council meeting .

Uakland County will make the final
delermination as to how much money
T needed o pay for the program. said
(ity Manager Hobent Deadman The
caunty is the agency through which
the funds are filtered from the federal
wovernment

The program includes interest reduc-
twn supplements® for home renava
tons. local street and road repairs.
implementation of the downtown Iim.
prevement plan and the senior citizen
special eah service,

Since formulation of the prelimi-
nary plan for use of the 197677 com-
munity develupment funding. further
study aud ciizen input have brought
forward two additional arcas of im
provement which meril attention 10
distribution of these funds.” smd

Deadman in has report to city council ™\ Deadman said

The original plan had included
street improvement and central busi-
ness district improvement implemen
tatron

The interest reduction supplement
would aid individuals in the ity who
need to renovate therr homes but are
wiable to alford the cntire cost

In order to encourage renovation
al these homes. the city would offer
any quahfied homeowner a payment
of part of the interest costs on a home
improvement loan obtained through o
focal lending institution.” said Dead
man

The amount of the city's supple-
ment on these loans would
upon the amount of the family income
of the homeowner. In no case woud
the homeowner have to pay more
than six per cent or less than three
per cent interest on the loan

Market interest rates for this type
of loan. said Deadman. range from 12
10 13 per cent. Funding of $6.000 for
this program would supplement be-
tween $25.000 and $35.000 of home re-
novalion in the city

IN ANOTHER move to avoid blight
the plan would give approximately
$13.000 towards local street and road
repair The repairs would be in older
subdivisions where the roads need re-
pair.

“The costs of \these repairs have
nsen dramatically for the past sever-
al years and the funds available
through local taxing haven't kept pace
with the amount of work to be done.,”

Deadman admitted that the funds
would represent only a small part of
the work that nceds to be done

In anticipation that a study of the
downtown business district will sug-
#est needed improvement, the council
has approved approximately $14.000 of
the funds towards improvement, he
said
+ Among areas Lo be consdered are
increased public parking. improved
public highting. area beauification. im-
preved vehicle and pedestrian pat-

. terns, improvements to commercial

buildings that have historical signifi-
cance and improvements (o public util-
ities.

*“The purpose.of the study was to de-
termine that our central business dis-
trict will still be a viable place to con-
duct business in light of the recent
construction of Several neighborhood
and major shopping centers in the
area,” said Deadman

Because of the success of the senior
citizen cab program, the council will
allacate approximately §2.000 to . he
said

The present program allows any per-
son over the age of €2 to travel any-
where in the ety limits for 50 conts.
The city pays the difference between
the 50 cents that the semior citizen
pays and the actual xab fare.

At this week's meeting the council
increased the scope of the program to
include physically impaired persons.
These people would have to be phys-

ically able to use a standard cab for -

transportation because the cabs pres.
ently used don't have [acilities for spe-
cial equipment. which some phys
ically impaired would need

This program. which started with
much less than 100 riders a month,
now exceeds three times that many.”
said Deadman ~The service has pro-
ved to be a very successful and worth
while program However, with the in-
creased ridership on this service. the
city’s contribution to the program has
now reached the point that it s cost-
1ng close to $2.000 a vear.”

*

Van Ameyderetirement
planned for next year

After 19 years of service 1o the
Farmington School [District. Supenn
tendent Marinus Van Amesde has an
nounced he will retire when his con
tract expires next July

Van Ameyde. 61, who has served
Michigan schools for 40 yedrs at
cvery level of educalion, made the an
nouncement at Tuesday’s Board of
Education meeting After a pnvate
conference 1n his olfice with the
«chool boaru, Van Amedye returned
to the meeting room and read his let
ter of resignation

The supcrintendent of schoals
wishes to thank the board of educa
tion for offering him a new contract
for the years 19761979, he said in his
letler »

~Rut afler 40 years—I7 years in ad-
ministration—| am tired and would
like to rest for a while.” he sad

When the school hoard offered me
anather contract. | began to think

Since many of my goals are accom
phshed. [ thought it would be the best
time to retire

=T AM LEAVING with one year left
on.union contracts so we can expect a
year of peace and continued instruc-
tion and while looking for a new super-
intendent without any major dis-
ruption.” he continued

“The assistant superintendents have
a new three-year contract as do the
other administrators so they can give
the district the altention it needs
Both these conditions make 0 a good
time for me to leave.”

Van Ameyde came to the Farm-
ington schools in 1957 as assistant su
perintendent of instruction He
worked at that post umil 1972, when
he took over the reins of supenintend-
ent' from Rod Smith

Prior to coming 1o Farmington he
was principal of Southficld tHigh
School He was a professor of educa.

Goodfellows seek
Christmas aids

The Farmington arca Goodfcllows
will be hitting the streets on Friday,
Dec. 5 to raise funds so cvery family,

has a merry Christmas

‘While Goodfellow officials expect to
aid more than 200 persons during this
year's drive, volunteers are needed to
make it 8 successful drive Selling
newspapers is only the beginning. Vol-
unteers contact Dick Tupper at 474-
sTil

INVESTIGATORS ARE mecded to

determine the specific needs of fami-

. Including number of children,
o . dress sizes and shirt sizes. Also
needed are persons to deliver the toy
boxes and food baskets Distribution

Students aid
Goodfellows

mington High School is holding
8 t“:rr\m:lwgood- drive Dec. 135 for the
benelit of the Goodlcliows Christmas

distribution.
'ag\llrm-n Claire Wingard said soph-
mores, juniors and senjors will com-
pete to collect the most cans. The can-
Ped roods should be fresh and in good

condition.
Farmington Goodfellows will
mmw:m cans (o needy families

-
day will be Saturday. Dec. 20 at 8
am

Persons also are noeded to dress
dolls. Dolls are furnished but the cloth-
ing must be either handmade or pur-
chased by dressers. Aid is needed in
washing and cleaning the dolls and
other toys which are donated through
the Toys for Tots program

Shirts and dresses are donated and
must be sized and put in plastic bags

. Packing of each dress and shirt must

be according to required size. Each
family o be helped will have a form
giving all information required to
pack the toy box. Packers will select
the toys and other items as indicated
by number of children and ages

Help is needed in contacting
churches, schools and other sources to
provide the toys.

RECORDS MUST BE kept on the
used. A f

uton al Eastern Michigan University
where he earncd hus bachelors de-
gee He received his masters degree
from Wayne State Universyy and
worked on advance studes at (he Uni-
\vrlly of Michigan

1 can look back over my years as
superintendent and say | am proud of '
the support of the community by par-
ent participation in school activities. |
think this was an important devel
opment during my lenure as supenn-
tendent

~1 am also proud of the fact that
our instructional program is envied
by other districts and systems in the
state ‘as well as the naton

~And that’s what this busmess s all
about.”” he said " "Those two accom-
phishments | am particularly pleased
of. and | can leave knowing the ds
tnct is 10 a Rood position instruc-
tonally

ONLY REPORTS of reduced local
controls of the school district and de-
clining enrollments marred his over-
view of dhe district's stuation

After wishing the board well. Van
Ameyde said he is retinng to devote
s energies to his personal business.
rest and travel

1 have enjoyed all of my assign-
ments 1 have accomplished several
of the goals 1 sent out to do tat nat all
of them because a s can
never accomplish everything he wants
to do.” he said "You have to contmn-
ually recheck. reassess, revise, modi-
Iy and change your goals according to
the nceds of the distnct ™

“But | have (aith in our admens-
trators and board.” he conchuded
~and a binding faith and strong belief
in the kids of Amenca™ .

Yuletide greetings

Gurl Scout Ann Mather checks outthe switch
n preparation of lighting this year s Christmas

tree N
Hall

front

of City o' Farmington City:
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Farmington cab service

extended to hospital

. After an indepth study of semor cit

700 cab serviee in the Qv of Farm
ington. the city council has voted th
continue and expand the cab senvice
to include persons with physical *dis
abihties.

The service. previenly operating
primanly within the Gty of Farm
ington. now wall inchude transporta
ton to Botsford Flosptal emergency:
room. located 1n Farmengton ils.
The taxi service also transports res
derts to the Farmington Community
Center 1n the Hills. The new service
begins today +Thursday

UNDER THE PRESENT <y<tem

Nominations sought

for ‘Man of Year’

The Farmington Chamber of Com-
merce is accepting nomenstions for
the “Cilizen of the Year™ award to be

basie
ence is kept in case of lost forms Let-
ters need to be written for various
items. Thank-you letiers also are sent
to those who have donated items and
trucks.

For those who are able to knit and
crochet, volunieers are needed lo
make mittens, hats and scarves to be
@ven 1o needy children

Especially needed are items for
school-age children.

Scraps of yam are needed to be
given o interested senior citlzens who
are activé In thls work.

pres in January,

‘This is the sixth year the award will
be given

Nominations must be filed or post
marked by Jan 15, 1978, according to
Chamber Executive Director Ed
Lane.

There isn't any limitation on the
nominees' age. sex or residency. A
man or woman in any field may be
nominated and nominees arent
required to live in the Farmington
area. But they must have contritated
outstanding service to the Farmington
community.

From the ficld of canddates a
screening committee selected by the
Chamber wll pick the top three nom
nees and the winnner wil be chosen
by the Chamber's board of directors

The person selected will be honored
al the Chamber's annual meetng in
January.

“It 1s our hope that this award will
spotlight community activity and
serve as a challenge to all the commu-
nity minded citizens,” said lLane

Nominating forms are available at
the Chamber office. 23715 Farmington
R4 Completed forms may be brought
to the dfice or matled to Chamber of-
fice P.0. Box 15, 23715 Farmington
R4. Farmington. Mich 4804
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entor citizens are chanded g ant
ride. with the ety prhine G the e
mainder of the tab

We belicve the semor speviat b
provided mobility foe our commu
ity s semor citizens Deadman told
city Mathers i a report this week
The etfectiseness and deirabity of
e program speak well for the sers
e as the ndership has steadin
grown smce s ancepton

In 4 previous survey. the ety adimin
iration estimated three to five aders
a day for cab uxe. But in My the cab
service averaged 11 nders a it with
a total of 35 nders that month e
cording 1o Deadman

We reported to counailt that the sen
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Commumty calendar T
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erviee would ont ap
AT 4 vear tr operd
the growing ndeship we be
e *the }.h serviee would et ap

provinsite A SO0 vear gang the
present ghideline . for ciubihity as a
Rauge modeterminipg these eimated

onts wad Deadman
The admiantration  recommended
the servier to Botstord alter con.

dueting thar surves and conternng
with Vern Foster owner of the Subur
ban Cheeker Cab Company and oper
ator ot the senior speetal

We belese that reguests 1o go 10
the epital are mfrequent. vet are es

(Continoed ‘o page 17A)

Don't mise our ‘Christmas in
Farmington’ GiR Gy
doy's esue. 9o = to-



