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g hsh. expfains Muer as he tours the
i

By STEVE- BARNABY
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With a spring his walk. Chuck
Muer strides through his newest res.
taurant. the Farmington Hills “*Clam-
diggers

The 33vearold restauranteur has
been working the rfestaurant circust
for 10 years since dumping his yob at
18M to cpen hus fird restagurant, the
Top O the Pontch. in downtown De-
toit - -

Muer decided to open a business in
the Hills after Charley's Crab at Pine
lake bumed down last year

He talks of his nine-restaurant busi-
ness with pride. @ving much credit to
the stafls of the catcries The Hills
restaurant hag approximately & em-
ployes to ?(w area residents.

“Many of the same people have
been with us for vears.” he say». as
he walks through restauran address-
ing most of thelemployes by their
first names

“THE EMPLOYES ARE the back-
bole of the business They are the
real entreprencurs There are a suc

cession of managers. but the emplay -
ex will always be here.” he says

More than a quarter of a milion dol
lars hawe been spent by Muer to trans
form the former Danny’s Gin Ml
The 7.068 square font restadrant sents

Those old dream mac'hir\@s

are treats for nostalgics

By CRAIG PIECHURA

The American convertible 1s il but
extinct Tail pipes hove given way to
strange sounding contraptions called
catalytic converters

And. in comphiance with safity regu-
lations. decorative hood omaments
must not be pointed 10 the shape of a
swan lest they goose a pedestrian

Has the Amencan love alfar with
the automobile gone sour”

Not on the comer of Grand River
and Seven Mile in Redlord Township
where the new Classic Auto Inc mu
seum-showroom stands

Under one rool. the public and the
car collector can witness a 50 vear
span of the Amencan dream ma-

chine. Start with the 1910 four-cyhn.
der Cadillac with its gas lanterns and
wind up looking through the trans.
parent green roof of the 1955 futuristic
Crown Victoria Ford Sunliner

THE BUILDING opened for busi-
noss this week If you bring tn $25.000
could drive home in a certified
“fyll classic” 1833 Aubum touring car
(“financing is available™) O f
that's out of your price range and
you're a student, you can pay 50 cents
sdmission to the muscum-showroom
and get the grand tour by Morl Fel
dman, of Soulhﬂ;l‘;i. a man who
tnows his automobiles
Feldman is the director of the sales
i museum end of Classic Auto Hes-
toration, BN expandlv:mwmpany'hcnd-
d in Farmington .
qu(;rr‘\eur:‘ tour of the showroom. Fel-
dman points out somc of the high
lights of the collection
“This is a 1929 Ford Model A con-
vertible pickup truck.” explains Fel-
dman, “which is the exact style of the
"The lton’s

truck used on Walton's.”" And
for $8.500 you can preiend you're
John-Boy at 8 drivein movie.

Fans of “The Untouchables” and
fdward G Robinson will thrill to the
1930 Buwck gangsterline with window
shades in the rear which aliow Frank
Nitty to pull the shade and take a hit
of hooch with oul altracting the heat
The uphoistery 1n the Buick 15 grey

hair

THE 1310 Cadillac in Lhe showroom
was the first car to ever feature a
magneto - starter. for all you tech-
nology afficianades A ‘33 Ford in the
muscum introduced the mass-produc-
od unheardof cight cyhinder engine

And the '55 Dodge was the first car to’

carry a monstrous hemicight engine
behind its catfish chrome jaws

Il you're yeaming for the days
when you fumbled with Dons in the
back of A rumble scal, the museum
will evoke fond memorics The 1513
Ford coupe with a leaping greyhound
on its hond agd a rumbie seat in the
rear 13 ofi 1he most impressive ve-
hicles In the show It carnes a $7.950
price tag

One row of cars against the wall in
the muscum features a line-up of onc
of the most popular cars of the cen-
tury—the Model A Ford

“The Model A itsell would have to
be one of the most popular of all an-
uque cars.” said Feldman "Il was
probably the most lem-free car
ever built. 1 s still very easy to get
replacement parts for the Model A
and almost anyone with any mechani-
cal ability can keep the car tuned
w "

BLAINE MARSTON, 25, of Livonia.
is an employe at the showroom-mu-
scum and he tells people interested in
restoring antique cars o start with a
Model A

Marston started restoring & 1500
Model A two-door sedan 12 years ago
and just recently finished it to show-

room quality The car he worked on
for 13 years now sits tn the museum
waiting for a buyer Marston is pres-
ently looking for an early "30's Cadil-
lac “roadster to restore

The major nemesis to the antique
car buff 15 rust

Feldman says the finest cars come
from low-humidity states such as
Texas. New Mexico, and Aruzona

“Rust 18 Jike cancer.” sad Fel:
dman “You have to completcly cure
# or it will come through again The
finest way to cure rust s to sandblast
it away

WHILE SOME car collectors keep
their cars under wraps. others proud-
1y. but carefully. dnve them on the
road M

“1t's called show and go.” said Fel
dman. “But ;jcopk- in Michigan have
to very carcful not to dnive when
there is salt on the road Even if the
road is dry: i winter there is salt on

the A .

The solutiop for some pepple who
wish to drive-a classic looking car on
the rosd is lo drive a rrplica

Two such cars are offered for sale

would be hard to fit six digits on the

windshields
while the ‘29 Ford Model A car-
price tag. and has
ique car trophies, the
reain priced at §1.850

1985 Dodge is

Checking the menu, Chuck

225 persons for dinng. 46 In the
lounge and bar and 16 around a four
sided plano bar

In the Muer’ corporation. employes
participate in a profit-shanng pro-
gram and also are stockholders in the
company

“Fach restaurant is an entity unto
itself, although they are owned by the
Muet corporation This 1s their «em
ployes) restaurant.” he spA

Muer says the success of involving
employes 1n the business 18 demon
strated through the corporation’s nis-
ing fortunes while the economy. in
general. has been suffening

Employes go through a fiveday
training period before a ncw restau
rant opens Newly hired employes par
ticipate 1n A two-week traning course

~The employes go through every de.
partment and they leam about market
g theory  After passing a written
exam. they are shadowed by expe-
rienced waitresses until they are bro-
ken in.* he says Waitresses earm as
much as $10 a night in tips. alone

MUER BELIEVES that a restau-
rant should be part of the commuuty.
offering a spot where persons can
relax and even meet new (aces He be
comes animated when talking about
hus ideas |

“You sce that table there.” he savs
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. OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

uer explains how his stalf determines what selections are
placed at the various restaurants t6talt photo) ‘

pointing to a large wooden table with
10 persons seated at 1t .

“One of these days I'm going to put
one of these tables at the front of the
restaurant where people can come in
and sit with other persons they don't
know 1°ve seen it done in other re<tau.
rants and 1t’s a goodydea.” he says

Muer hkes to bat around ideas and
says he encourages emploves to make
suggestons  Putting together alnenu
for 2 pew restaurant s one of the
ways employes get to have mnput

“We get together and bramnstorm
{t's a continual process of upgrading
the menu. finding out what people like
10 eat.”” he says

In additon to traditional seafood of
fenngs and steaks. the Clamdiggers
menu offers a rack of lamb with herb
seasoning The seafond 15 flown ‘m
daily from Roston

The restaurant aiso features a raw
seafood bar offering fresh Chatham
Oysters. Cherrystone Clams and
shhimp The restaurant also has a
salad bar

Decorated in a nautical theme. the
wood 1s stamed natural A feel of old
shore restaurant and bar room 1s cre-
ated with oiled natural wood flooring.
antique lightmg and classic pasnintgs
of nudes. such as Goya's “Nude
Maja” and Renoir's ~“The Rather

“Restaurants are lining things full

Mort Feldman, museum director and used car salesman
1930 Buick gangster's deiight.

i

more every year.
Recert years have not been glam-
our years in the American car in-
dustry, sccording to Feldman
“To a great extert we have seen
.

~

American cars become drab and
stereotyped.” “Im-
ports have become so successful be-
cause they still carry some pizzazz
with them. Bt it looks like American

- "k How keeping employes happy
'is an ingredient for success -

of people who want more going for
themthana9am toSpm job.”" he
s

One of those persons 1s Clamdiggers
Manager Jim MacDonald, who pre-
vously was manager of Charley's
Crab For a time he left the corpo-
ration to share ownership in a restau-
rant 1n Southfield. but came back to
Muer's

“We're getung a It of customers
from- Bloomfield. Southfield and
Bnghton We even have custamers
who come from lansing.” says Mac,

Donald
THE ENERGETIC MUER says he
18 continually thinking; of new ideas
for restaurants and presently 18 think-
ing of acrenting an establishment to-
ward a family tavem theme.
During Ns off-time Muer fltes kites
He engenders it with as much en-
thusiasm as he does when running res.
taurants
“The trouble with flying kites when
you're young is that you dont have a
long attention span | started flying
kites about 10 years ago when my
kids were joung.” he says
Spreading out 8 napkin on the table
he demonstrates how a kite was con-
_structed to fly off the back of a cruise
“ship 1n the Canbbean The traditional
kite. he says. collapsed because of the
intense winds A hole in the middle
wived that problem




