O’Rourke paces Chargers

Lathrup stops Berkley, 55-46

By TOM BAER

Southfield-Lathrup's basketball
team has been receiving a lot of diten.
tion this season becase of 3 66 trans
fer student named Rill Phillips.

But coach Jim Kourtakis' Lathrup
team has plenty of other talent too,
For example, there's 63 sentor Tom
O'Rourke. He's beginning his second
season as Lathrup’s Old Relable
last Tuesday, O'Rourke had a good
second hall to lead Lathnup past Berk-
lev High. 5546, 10 &t nonleague game

ORourke took game scortng honors
with 18 paints. 14 comung i the sec-
ond hall when Lathrup overeame sev
eral Herkley theeats and became the
firnt team 1o beat the Bears in reg
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tar-season play since Ferndale turned
the trick 1n the 197374 season

Berkley, with stars like Bruce Flow-
ers and Bab 1’yykkoncn. has become
2 strong suburban team over the past
few vears. Herkley's superstars have
graduated, but the Bears still play a
respectable game

| was surpriscd that they'd be that
strong.” Kourtakis said “They really
plaved a tenacious defense

Lathrup opened the game by scor
ing the first six points, et Herkley
came back and the teama finished the
first quarter tied at 10 all Lathrup
took a 22-18 halfime lead before Berk
ley made ats comeback bid

BERKLEY RAN oft cight-straght
pownts varly 1n the third quarter and
ended the stanza by outpotnting Lath-
rup. 1610 Phit Watts led the surge
with eight points in the quarter and 16
for the game.

“We just don't like suecese” sad
Kourtakis, whose team opencd its sea-
son with an impressive win ovet noo-
teague Royal Oak Kimball Nov. 25

We get a few points up and we want
10 give 1t away

“We stunk but we won by nine
points. What can [ say” We dud a Jol
of dumb things. That's OK really be-
cause it's early in the season But
we're going to have to cul down on
the mistakes if we want to win con-
sistently

Phillips, the 66 center. gt off to a
slow start but still finished with W
points and 16 rebounds to help the
(rargers hold a 35-22 rebunding ad-
vantage Forward Gary 1lawthome
added cight pmnts. six comung in the
last quarter. and grabbed nine
rebounds Guard Mark Johnston pro-
vided the winners with 11 more
points

Lathrup shot 38 per cent from the
fictd. making 23 of 59 atterpts The

Win I-point thriller

Jays edge Thurston

Redford Thurston managed to stay
with its Southfield visitors almost all
the way Tuesday. but the FEagles
mussed a critical scoring opportunity
in the waning seconds resutting in a
tough 52-5! loss to the Blue Jays

Thurston held a 51-50 edge with less
than o half minute to play. and
the crowd in a screaming frendy.
Southfield's Rick Wicland tossed in a
{1¢d goal to put the Blue Jays in front
by a single point

The Eagles took the ball out of
bounds and hustled down court in an
attempt to notch the equalinng paints,
but the locals missed. and Southfield
nabbed the rebounyd and held the ball

Southfield- Tharsion

Southfield (52): Marin Miles 4 00 8
Rick Wicland 7 34, 17, Jeit McCall 4 00
8. Paul Wilke 2. 00 4 Mke Tynes 1 00.
2, Anthons Ford 1 00 2. Jobn Vigi 4 12
9 Totals: M. 48 52

Thurstoa 151): Gary Abundis 6 00 12
Seve Beck 122 4 Thve Beebe 2 63 4
Hoy Pihigan 1022 4 Rards Bodnyuer §

2212, Denms Gratf 1 61 1 Mike Nagle
1.12 3. Hnan Garber 5 00 10

Southfield sz n -2
Thurston s =St

until the final buzzer to insure the
win.

“We were ahead most of the way.”
sad a dmppmnud Thurston coach
Bill Croteau. ““and we probably
phyrd gnod enough so that we should

'ma EAGI!\cpum-dwl toa 21l
first quarter advantsge. and 1n-
creased their margn to 2515 1n the
second period. Thurston then changed
s defense from man-to-man to tight
zone in an effort to sit on its lead. a
strategy which later proved to the
Fagles' detriment

Southfield began to creep back after
Thurston changed defenses. and the
Blue Jays managed to knot the score
at halfime 2328 Both teams com-
piled 12 points in what tumed out to
be a low-scoring third period. while
the fourth quarter was cven moré
tightly contested

In spite of the loss. Croteau 15 opti-
mistic about what he saw dunng his
chatges’ opening scason game “The
kids really hustled on defense. and
their shooting was generally pretty
good. although we did miss a lot of
layups “"We also had too many turn.

Thuradey, December 4, 1978

OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

(X

Chargers made nine of 11 free throws.
Phillips swished six of seven

Berkley shot 30 per cont from the
Deld. makind 13 of 6. The Bears
made cight of 12 froe throws,

Lathrup plays next at home on
Friday ‘Dec 5 aganst Ltkca Exsen
hower 1n the Metro Suburban Associ ¢
ation opener for both teams.
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overs.” Croteau continued. “but alb in
all | think we're much further along
now than we were at this point last
year Realistically. we should have
won torught =

Southfield’s victory evened its sca.
son mark at 1-1 Wieland. who <ank
the winning bucket. led all scorers
with 17 pomnts. while Thurston was
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schools have been cited for their out

standing play in recent weeks.

VALEY GOTHAM. BRINXTON CUE MASTER POOL TARES SAVE TO ' OFF

Bob Miller a freshman running
back from Farmingten Hamson and
Kevin Collins. a freshamn defering
end from Birmingham Brather Rice
recensed plaver of the week awards
for thewr play on CMU's reserve
quag. 1ast vear Collins was named
to the Observer & Eccentne Al Area
first team. Miller received honorable
mention as an offensive hack
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