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Student dropout rate

low in Farmington area

By BARBARA UNDERWOOD

Of the eight Oakland County school
districts covered by the Observer &
Eccentric. Birmingham and
Bloomlicld Hills have the lowest drop-
out rates in their respective student
population categorics.

Statistics released recently by the
Michigan Department of Education
for the 197374 school year show that
in districts with more than 5000 stu-
dents in grades nine through 12, Bir-
mingham had a dropout rate of 242
per cent, This is the lowest
rate 1n the slate for districts having
6.000 or more high school pupils

Bloomfield Hills has the lowest drop-
out rate of the cight districts with 1.34
per cent but the district {alls into the
category of (ewer than 5000 students
in grades nine through 12

The remaining six county districts
include Farmington in the more than-
5.000 studenl category in grades nine
through 12 and Avondale, Southficld.
Troy. West Bloomficld and Rochester
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with fewer than 5000 students in
grades nine through 12.
Farminglon had a 197374 dropout
rate of 388 per cent. Southficid’s pupil
count fell just scven short of being in
the more than-5.000 bracket and the
dropout rate there was 4 77 per cent.

DROPOUT RATES for the remain-
ing four districts are as follows: Avon-
dale. 541 per cent: . 600 per
cent. West Bloomfield. 317 per cent.
and Rochester. 488 per cent

These figures compare with an Cak-
land County dropout rate of 599 per
cent and a statewide figure of 6 85 per
cent.

Birmingham superintenden! Dr
Donald Peckenpaugh attributed the
fow dropout rate in the Birmingham
schools to the high csteem in which
education it held in the district and to
the motivation of pupils.”

He also pointed to graduation re-
quirements that recognize achieve-
ment in a8 number of academic areas
and 10 the success of the district in
teaching fundamentals in the carly
grades.

“We try to gear all of our ;nstruc-
tional programs to meet the needs of
individual students.” sad Dr. Fred D
Thorin. Bloomfield Hills superintend-
ent. “'If we are able to do this and to
challenge the students. we can keep
them in school until they finish a
workable carcer plan

“THAT HAS been the thrust of the
learning resource center programs. re-
medial programs and career educa-
tion programs as well as wr work
with the gifted because they 100 can
become frustrated and withdraw them-
selves.” he ndded.

A statistical report on dropouts
from public high schools in Michigan
has been prepared anmally since
196263 by the State Department of
Education The stated purpmse of the
report is “to assist Michigan educa-
tors and otizens in better defining the
school dropout problem and in plan-
nng and implementing educational
programs to prevent and correct the
dropout problem

The report includes a breakdown of
statisties by grades nunc through 12,
by sex and by school district and coun-
ty.

Dropouts include all students remoy-
od from the school memberstup roll
priof to graduatton for any reason
ather than cases such as translers to
other schools, death, illness or injury
affecting attendance through the close
o school.

Statewide dropout rates in the 12
years that the statistics have been
compiled were the highest in 196566
with 702 per cent and the lowest in
197071 with 602 per cent

Three Michigan school districts
showed no dropouts in the 197374 sta-
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tistics. They were Portland Public
School District. South Boardman Area
Schools and North Muskegon City
School District

The three districts in the state with
the highest dropout rates for the same
year. were Highland Park, 1591 per
cent: Detroit. 14 77 per cent. and Hart-

ford, 1466 per cent
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The Superior Button-Down

He really loves the rich texture of an all cotton shirt.
You enjoy the convenience of durable press. Our
traditional button-down dress shirt is ideal for both
of you. This shirt is a unique blend of 60 cotton and 40%
polyester: a significantly higher percentage of natural
fiber than vou'll find elsewhere. It is made expressly for
Redwood & Ross in white. blue and maize. A superior

gift. priced exclusively at $13.00.

Our neckwear collection features outstanding all silk
rep. club and foulard patterns. The illustrated clubs are
only £8.50, others from $6.50 to $12.00.

Antique glazed leather tabs and brass buckle accent the
fabric web of our Surcingle belt. §9.00.
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Only our service is old-fashioned.
241 Merrill Street, Birmingham




