Presidential primary altered

State Rep. Sal Rocca (!
Heights), whose _ district includes
southeast Troy, said the new system
will work against the interests of
;nmlm suburbs with high voter tumn-
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By TIM RICHARD

With ane dissent from an area repre-
sentatlve, the Michigan ture
has and sent to Gov. William
Milliken a bill altering the way dele-
gates are selected lo attend natl

/

3 good reasons
to get a new Lennox

furnace today.

But Aldo Vagnozzi, & high Democrat-

Tour famby They sied P imeeh. een
[

. et
ear =50 hod roue ol boung in mand

NST

HEATING ond COOLING
5305, Toloyroph 04 ot Orchrd Lake B4
Call 7180

) 642.715
Qums U 23850

Handler .
dd >
For the times you
need three hands.

11 you travel, you ve battled your bags at
008 and elevators. fought with the
altache that squirms under your arm. the

raincoat that crawls off your shoulder

Lug an Handler can help It loops on
the handle of your atlache 30 you can grip
two handles in one hand You carry your
atiache atong #xde your suilcass and use
your free hand for other things

11 fets you carry more 1o your 100m in one
I1ip. makes & great handle on garment
bags and lied packages and works betier
than 3 leash on large bags with wheels

See (he amaznng. new Lug Bug Handier
now Handsome patyureihane uni has a
5.year guarantee

$5.00 BLACK ANDMEDIUM BROWN

152 N. Woodward, Birmingham @ 646-8088

ic official from Farmington Hills, said
nmholthecrmchndlhehna
“unwarranted.”

Rocca was among the minority
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will be elected in proportion to the dis-
trict’s vote in the May
lﬂm acknowledges there my
“slight deviation™ from a candi-
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Whrn the bill passed the Senate 22-

6. State Sen. Bill S. Huftman (bllnb-
son Heights), whose district also in-
cludes part of Troy, sgported i.
State Sens. Daniel (D-Oak
Park) and Donald Bishop (R-Roches-
ter) were absent and excused for that
session.

ROCCA SAID suburban congression-
al districts—such as the 1&h and
12h—have growing populations and
high voter turnouts. “Instead of hav-
ing the sverage of 40.000 or 30 per-
sons, these districts have 500,000 or
600.000 while districts like the first
and mh in Detroit may have only

250.000.
‘A delegate from Detroit may repre-
sert 8,000 or 9,000 voters. A suburban
delegate may represert 12,000 votes,"
Rocea said

The reasoning works like this: Na-
tional convention delegates are appor-
tioned to congressional districts in
farge part on the basis of the perty
vote in the 1972 general election. On a
percentage, the first and IXh districts
had relatively good turmnouts com-
pared to the suburbs.

Michigan voters will go to the polls
in May to reveal their prmdclu
preferences in party primaries. The
first and 13th districts will have poor
turnouts compared to the suburbs—
unless, as Vagnozzi says. a candidate
who excites black voters turmns up.

‘Thus, say the critics, the formula
for apportioning delegates is based on
an election with a far different voter

muz ARE OTHER changes in
the act, Vagnozri says.

One is that precinct delegates may,
at the party’s option, be elected in the
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Thus, the persons et
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tem of national convention
delegates with precinct delegates who
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than with ‘fresh’ delegates. Demo-
crats are now going back to a system
they had much criticized.
Another change, says Vagnozzi. is
be

hemdlnhnelxveptrmdme
state-wide vote. 'This will make it
easier for regiovul candidates.

“ he
says.
Many changes in the law were gen-
c“?!edbycmrunmnawwny
es

REPUBLICAN changes have stir-
red virtually no controversy.

A national Republican rule that the
new law implements allows two-thirds
of the national convention delegates to
be picked in district caucuses and

turnout from the 1976 pri-
mary.

Some critics see this as a blow o
Alabama Gov. George Wallace. Rocea
prefers to phrase it in Detroit vs. sub-

urbs terms

VAGNOZZI CONTENDS. however,
that “at this time, you canl tell
whether it helps or hurts Wallace.”

Allocation of delegates. Vagnom
says, is based on a formula One
large part is the party vote for presi-
dent in the previous election. Another
part of the formula is the number of
pmdup Democratic Party member-
ships in a cong district 80
days before the primary

Three-fourths of Michigan's 133
Democratic National Convertion dele-
gates will be apportioned to the 19 con-
gressional districts on the basis of the
formula. he said. The other one-fourth
will be picked by the Democratic
State Central Committee

Delegates within a congressional dis-
thet will be elected in a district
caucus Persons pledged to candidates
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rules are lhat a

candxda!e who polls 26 per cent of the
May primary vote will get one of the
three delegates allocated to each con-

1 district; & i receiv-
ing more than 26 per cent but less
than 75 per cenmt will get two dele-
gates; & candidate receiving more
than 75 per cent will get all three dis-
trict delegates

Infant deaths drop

Although the US infant death rate
tas dropped to an alldime low. 17
other countries are doing better, re-
ports The National Foundation-March
of Dimes. Sweden and lceland have
the lowest rates. according to latest
data
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