Coach Larry Baker urged his team to “Fire up.”

Larry Baker stood quietly in the

Baker, who coached Farmington
Our Lady of Mercy's girls’ basketball
team all the way to the state Class A
finals, had just finished watching his
giris lose to Detroit Northesstern. 67-
8. before 2600 fans in Kentwoods
om

And Baker was not anxious for con-
versation .

“There was a lot of pressure on us
to win it this year.” said Baker, who
walked into a winner when he accept-

Mercy's girls did lots of winning
fore falling to Northeastern in
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points.

A sad moment for Mercy as Northeastern was presented with the state Class A girle’ championship trophy.
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finals. The Marlins compuded a 203 re-
cord. winning the Catholic League
Northwest Division. the Catholic
League playoffs. state regional and
district titles. quarter and semi-{inal
games

And then Mercy met Northeastern
in the finals Coach Brenda Gatlin's
Falcons were just too much for
Mercy. Northeastern's sister com-
bination of Helen and Sheila Williams
dominated the scoring and rebound-
ing. Helen came off the bench o
‘score 31 points. while Sheila grabbed
N rebounds

Mercy will lose three gtartersJean
Otto. Karen Gilhooley and Judeen
Bartos. But Mercy's basketball future
looks bright for next season Stars
like KD Harte and Diane Dietz will
return, and Raker has a strong bench
to replace the gradusted players

the loss.

Despite
cheerleaders maintained their
spirit.

Mercy

Deanna Low was ecstatic about Mercy's victory over Mar-
Qquetie. E



