Merry Christmas

Santa Claus and Mary Lachman, S, discuss
whether or not shes been a good girl this year
as she tells him that she would like a “Walton's
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Sewer line system
details confusing

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY
Some Farmington Hills city officials
and residents are contradicting each
other and the Farmington city man-

system beneath Freedom
tween Nine Mile and Orchard Lake
roads.

Owners of property in the area.
which borders on Farmington, asked
the Farmington Hills Gty Council on
Dec. 15 to install a sewer in the area.

Ralph Magid. director of public serv-
ices for the Hills, said the request
was made by about four property
owners. The owners want ot develop
their property. The owner of a vacant
building in the area. the owner of
some vacant lots, and a man consid-
ering constructing an com-
piex in the area want the Hills to in-
stall the line.

A fourth party. the owner of the
Wayside Cabins is also requesting the
sewer. Farmington City Manager,
Robert Deadman, said the Oskland
County Board of Health closed the

within Farmington.
Magid said the cabins’ septic tank

per

Floyd Caims, Farmington Hills City
Cerk 3aid be believes the cabins had
closed last summer. Deadman said he
believes the cabins have been closed
for 12-15 months.

Residents of the area receive sew-
age lines and water semice from

Elementarystudents prepare
for conversion to metrics

By RON GARBINSKI

Farmington students are preparing
themselves now, so when the big
switch from English measurement to
metrics happens in the US., they will
be better prepared to handle the con-
version,

A new program, started in the
Farmington School District this year.
teaches students in kindergarten
through third grades only metric
measurements. Students In fourth
through 12th grades work with both
systems, but conversion from the Eng-
lish to metric Is not .

“We work with just metrics in the
lower grade levels,” said Mrs. Caro-
line Hewes, a remedial math teacher
at Larkshire Elementary School
“Once we get them working with met-
tics, we don't make the students con-
vert back into English either. This
would only defeat our purpose be-
cause we are not trying to teach them
conversions. We are trying to get
them to think just metric, because
once they use It over and over again,
it becomes sccond nature.”

THE OBJECT of the new metric

education program in Farmington
schools is 10 get the students to deal
with concepts. To think in terms of
10. the basic unit in metrics. Once
they understand the concepts of met-
rics. coping with the nationwide con-
version to metrics will not be that dif-
ficult

Congress Is working on a federal
metrics conversions bill and if all
goes according to plan. it Is acheduled
to be implemented by the end of this
year

“Almost everyone knows the switch
is coming sooner or later. They know
that some day we must change and
use metrics like most other countries
because there must be some common
ground—especiaily in international
trade,” explains Larkshire Principal
James Lanigan, who also directs the
metric program at the elementary
level

“We feel i is really important to
teach students metrics and the best
place 1o do it is at the elementary
levels when students arc just learming
to work with weights and measures
We teach it slowly at first and then
once they work with metrics, it be
comes easy,” he continues.

At mock convention

Metric measurement is not really
new to Farmington Studerts have
been learning metrics for years. Most
math books used in the district have a
chapter or two at the end of the text
that deals with metrics and con-
versions. So students get at least
some exposure 1o metrics before they
leave the Farmington School System.

“THE SECONDARY levels have
been studying metrics for a mamber
of years, but on a very limited basis,”
says William Martin, assistant princi-
pal at Farmington Junior High
School

Martin also handles the metric edo-
cation program at the secondary
level. He works with Lanigan and
three other teachers on a committee
that has formulated the metrics pro-
gram for Farmington.

“What is new in our program is
thst we are encouraging a brosder
use of metrics. This yesr the district
is trying to incorporste more and
more of the metric system into our
studies 5o that students will becomes
more familiar with the method.

Our main concentration and iterest

(Continmed on page (A

Seniors nominate Udall

North Farmington High School sen-
jor government students chose former

U.S. Rep. Morris Udall of Arizona as *

Lhe presidential candidate and Gover-
nor James Carter of Georgin as his
running mate in a mock Democratic
election last week in the school audito-

rium.

A last mimse addition to the conven-
tion platform sought to prevent the sit-
uatlon in Angola from becomning anoth-
er Viet Nam.

The platform was wrilten by a com-
mittee of students from the school’s
10 govemment classes. It dealt with
such jssues as human rights. crime,
New York City's cconomy and
unemployment.

The human rights plank supported
increased benefils for veterans and eq-
ulty in the social sccurity program,

The students felt basic legal services
should be provided for ail.

‘The platform also urged giving fed-
eral funds to help New York City. A
stable New York would help to stabi-
lize the country's ecanomy. the plat-
form indicated.

THE STUDENTS [felt the govern-
ment should provide job opportunities
to the country's unem|

come more involved in politics. She
said there was & need for Lheir in-
volvement in the political system.
“Here we had a real contest that
) could get involved with,”
£2id North teacher Willlam Brinker.

The students worked for about eight
convertion.

voting power.

“ (Contiswed om Page 2A)

Math specialist Mrs. Caroline Hewes ex-
plains a liter beaker to metric education pro-

Postal Service
provides delivery

Norma! mail service will be provid-

Farmington They pay double the nor-
mal rate for water and sewage

DEADMAN EXPLAINED the b
ling procedure was set wp to justify
the cost of building a pipeline outside
of the city The residents who receive
Farmington utility services arenl
charged for the trunkline or the facil-
ities

Farmington notified Detrot water
board administrators that they were
providing services to a location off
their regular route Detrot talls the
Gty of Farmington for sewage serv-
ice an the basis of how much water is
used

At the time Farmington was peovid-
ing sewage and water facilities to the

ares. 1t decided the cabins were on 3
grade elevation which made it ddf-
cult to install pipes to the cabins.
The cabins use a well for their
water supply .
The property owners requesting the
sewage line {rom Farmington Hills
may have to request a change in zon-
ing if they want to build an apartment
building The area 1s zoned for single-
family residential use The property
owner interested in constructing an
apartment complex has expressed his
wterest 1n a zoning change to Hills of-
ficials. Action on a change in the zon-
Ing hasn't been taken. Magid said

RESIDENTS [N the area fear they
Continued on Page 2A)

Jaycettes ready
BUBS project

The Farmington Area Jayvee Aux-
iliary. Jaycettes, wll launch a lfe-
saving project come the first of the

yrar

Called “BUBS" which stands for
Buckle Up Babes. the project 1 two-
fold—to provide an inexpensive rental
service for a special. safe infant car
seat, and to create awareness of au-
tomotive safety precaubions to save
lives. particularly youngsters.

Luck was with the local women as
they began to plan their campaign
which dovetails with a national Jay-
cettes . Three local GM deal-
ers. Audette Cadillac. Saks Olds and
Peck Chevrolet. made it possble for
the group to rent 30 Infant Love Seats
to famibes i the commumity for §5
plus a §5 returnable deposit.

Mrs. Harriet Reed. BUBS chairman
for the Farmington chapter taid. ~We
hope that since parents can vent the
seats through our propct for baly §5
for as lng as needed. manf more
babies will be protected than might
have bren otherwiee

She continued. ““Many parents don't
want to invest 1n one since they can
only be used for nine to 12 months,
unti] the infant reaches 20 pounds. ™

The seats are especially designed
for babies from birth to 20 pounds
The seat is constructed from two poly-
propylene shells. The outer shell con-
forms to the auto sest. the inner shell
is contoured for baby's comfort and

ed extensively by GM safety engi-
neers with the help of doctors and
child health experts It has also been
tested and approved by Consumers’
Union

“No one expects to have an acci-
dent.” said Mrs. Reed a registered
nurse, “but a baby s a very
cargo and taking any chance at all is
taking too much chance, we feel *

An infant hitting a dashboard in a
20-mile-an-hour crash compares to fall-
ing {rom a second story [t doesnt

(Continved on page 6A)

gram student Patrick McKeever. (Staft photo
by Harry Mauthe)
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