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- A perfect Christmas gift

Five years ago 1 found the perfect Christmas
gift for my friend of many years, Edee. She lives
in southern Ohio, Is a busy housewile, and mother
of three young adulls. Edee always has a half
dozen projects under way: from refinishing a
newly acquired piece of antique furniture or work-
ing on a bird sanctuary, to raising funds for some
noblc purpose. She is one of those people who five
minutes after joining a new group is elected to
the board. In between all of this, she is a junker-
collector and her idea of a perfect Saturday after-
noon 18 to scarch small dusty corner antique and
se]cnndhand stores for her special favorite: Orien-
tal art

She gets misty-eyed over fine cloisonne, fondles
carved ivory with gentle. loving hands and ex-
plains the designs of Oriental rugs with a passion
:l';m woulg do justice to Jennle Churchill's love

ife.

Edee has a multi-track mind. She can pick up
the threads of a conversation we left a year pre-
vious as if there had been a 15-minute interval.

“You interrupted me and | was side-tracked
Just as T was about to tell you what happened to
Jack.” she began this summer.

Before | can say ‘how are you and who's Jack,”
she is off on a vivid description as ! slowly recall
where we were a year previous.

Anyway. on that 1970 Christmas shopping trip l

branch shapes and applied to the wood. Made in
Korea, it is true to the Oriental style, artfully
simple in design. very moving in its unchuttered

auty.

Considering the workmanship and the pleasure
it would give my friend. the price was incredibly
low. 1 pictured it hanging over her rouwood table
and her delight as she opened the pu:hfe

Triumphantly. 1 took it home to show my fam-
ily which shared my enthusiasm

“‘Why don't we hang it, just until we're ready to
wrap ll"' asked the

That was our downfall. We couldn bear to part
with it—not just then.

*'Why don't wckcepixj\mforayurmm
it to Aunt Edee next yur umhe asked.

We rationalized, fudged, stal and kept the
gift. But, it never belonged to us. In fact. it didnt
even seem comfortable on the wall. Certainly. it
was beautiful, but it was as though we had bor-
rowed it without telling the owner.

1t didn't help any when Edee came to visit and
singled out the wall | for special praise and
ran her fingers lovingly over it 10 see how the de-
sign had been applied. | should have given it to
her then, but 1 couldn't bring myself to tell her
the whole story. And besides it was to be for
Christmas.

Even when it was in the shop that piece of art

to Edce. She sensed it was hers when

chanced upon a lovely Jaam

with mother of pearl and metal design. It looked
fike brass. | am still not sure. The metal and
pearl were shaved paper thin. put into flower and

she visited us
Now. this Christmas, after five years on loan, it
is going to ils rightful owner. 1 hope she likes it.

hy Jackie Kiein
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What lies ahead in 1976

Along with Christmas and New
Year's. there is a sense of finality in
the winter air

Infinitely sad and sentimental is the
fast rose of summer. the end of an
era or a road. a final hour or the con-
clusion of a year,

Yet there are many who will say,
“Good niddance to 1975, it was a trav-
esty.” There's an air of expectancy,
mystery. change and beglanings as
the baby 1976 s about to be born

What hope will it hold in its tiny fin. ~

gers? Whal resolutions will be made
and broken®

The future lles in the city where
Lhere are many faces. One belongs to
the mayor. the man of the people
What are his dreams?

“Poor government comes about
when good citizens sit on their hands
instead of standing on their feet.”"—
Robert Baker. The mayor's face may
be wise with life’s experience. But he
is only as ecloquent as the citizens who
stand on their feet, confident and unaf-

raid.

AND WHAT OF the council in the
city where man's future lies” How
will the seven legislate in a cily har-
nessed by freeways and trafficking
and growing with lofly structures,
spun of cold-drawn steel, cutting the
sky with geometric patterns etched
against the biue”

Will the people curse the bulldozers
of progress, the hammer's drumming,
greenery turned into asphalt and struc-
tures built of prefabricated dreams”
Will they attack the groaning noise of
growth or live and love and raise
their children within their homes of
brick and mortar?

Do men and women in the city ap-
preciate those who rule and shape
their destinies and the many silent
(aces behind the wheels of govern-
ment that grind out parks and roads
and safety on the streets” Will anoth-
er year bring confidence and optim-
ism or cynicism and lfear”

In the city there are {aces wrinkled
and mottled with age. You find them
in senjor citizen apartments where
they are independent and secure or in
mursing homes where they are lonely
or unaware of time in its ftight and
the yet unformed face of the new

ar.
“You find thern mingling and mirth-
ful, their hands and minds active and
alert, in facilities the city has provid-
ed for its aging cilizens.

OTHER FACES in the city are open

* and alive. compassionate and comfort-

ing, smiling and encouraging. These
are the {aces of those who care about
the lonely, aging people shulfling

gh endless time, children who
Iue -llhm the confines of their who si-
lently cry ot for help and unwho si-
lently cry out for ehlp and under-
standing. You can find them if you

gance, pride. strength, defest, desps-
ration, frustration. doult, pain. anger
and joyousness are reflected in the
eyes of the faces of the city.

The city is apartments. thesters.
skyscrapers, gardens. parks. play
grounds, schools, houses, churches.
synagogues. libraries. crowded i'q»

skating rink. tennis court and lolf
courses, a patch of gras, sun of
snow, memories. hopes and dreams.
The city is many faces It's children
laughing, workers nushing to fill of-
fices in the morning and bedtling traf-
fic to come home at night. The city is
s refuge with arms big enough to hold
housewives, breadwinners. retirees,
and lmle ones whose lives are still un-

chart
wh.: will happen to the giant face

of the city in 1976 Will it be taut and
grim with rigid sameness? Will it be
everchanging and etched in hope and
beauty by those to whom the city is a
town of their own making® The city is
you and me. and in it lies our future.

Extend spirit of gift giving

Downtown Detreit. 100 M~ck: Oakiand Commty,

There's a great way to send holiday greetings.
regardless of your faith, that doesnt cost you a
thing—and yet the gift is as gmnt as life itself.

Hospitals in southeastern Michigan need 900
pints of blood a day from the Red Cross. During
this season, however, there are fewer oollecﬂng
days. and Red Cross will run several thousands of
pints short—untess persons of good cheer help.

. Next Sunday. Dec. 28, persons between ages 17
and 65 may donate a pint blood from 10 a.m. to §
pm at several locations:

25900 Greenfield, Oak Park: western Wayse Coms-
ty, 32316 Five Mile. Livonia; and west side, Vil.
lage Plaza, 2400 Michigan. Dearborn. [n addition,
Livonia Mall will have hold a blood drive during
the holiday season.

There's no better way to express the spirit of
the season in such a direct way. When you get
there, tell ‘em the Observer & Eccentric sent you.

With nrm hotiday wishes,
The Editors and Staff

from our readers

There’s a problem

Editor

Your article in the Dec. 15 issue re-
garding the teaching of basic skills in
the Farmington schools is most time-
ly. n industry we are finding it in-

creasingly difficult to hire people who  writer and editor were in achool. Ed. wete: Correction sccepted. It
can express their ‘ldeas in an in-  else can you explain the sentence in  wemt by (hree staffers tos embar
telligent manner. Even the most basic  the article *'. . . the students who rassed (s admil they need better basic
rules of grammar are either unknown  need the extra clagses don take okills.

R ]

to young people today or are ignored
by them. Hopefully, our schools in
Farmington are
than most in teaching these skill

‘This problem is not one which
suddenly burst on the scene. It
back at least to the time when

doing a better

them because lhﬂr embarrassed to
read alond . .
Good gracious!
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Why Pay More!
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CRISTELLE TABLEWARE

Why Pay More!

Why Pay More!

Why Pay More!

thrifty acres

20 PIECE CRISTELLE
DINNERWARE SET

Service for 4

5591

12 PIECE CRISTELLE COFFEE SET

WESTWOOD
SERVING ACCESSORIES

YOUR
CHOICE

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST.

Why Pay More!

With the lock ond feel of deep
gron Wobaut. Vurtvolly unbreok -
oble, dishwasher sove plothe.
Relsh/Condiment Set, Snock Tray
Set, Cheeveboord Ser
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“FANCI-FOIL” WRAP

Decorated food wrop in

Blueberry, Strawberry, c

Wintergreen, Buttercup.

203, .

Ow Rog. 2 8%
HOUSEWARES OEPY.
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Why Pay Meore!

DETECTO
BATHROOM SCALE

Rectangulor shope with
stand-vp handle and
quitted mat. Zero Rite
* ol never needs odt-
ing. Weigh 10 270 Pbs.
Ow Rey. $10.47

HOUSEWARES DEPT.

Why P:cy More!
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CORNING®
ELECTROMATIC
PERCOLATOR

Mode of non-porovs
Pyroceram® brond
glosscoromic. Molds
coffes ot serving
temperature. Com
pletely imme
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Why Ply More!

]
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$14.97 WITH COUPON

$3 OFF

ANY § PIECE
NOSTES
TUMBLER
GIFT SET

In ttock

$5 OFF

379710 31997

WITH COUPON

WITH COUPON

On any Weather tnitryment 1n
Wock regularly rerailing from
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WAy Pay More!

SAVE 25°

5 FUNCTION
LED WATCH

date.

Out wiin © touch.

Ow Reg. $79.80

hy Pay More!

WATCH SALE o
$hA88
WHILE THEY LASTI

Why Pay More!

Why Pay More!

MEIJER THRIFTY ACRES
d %

y Pay More! Wony

Disploys hours, min-
utes, secondh, month,
Solid srote
Quartz lighter! 2.d-

By American Meti N
As yovr moeds vary, the
foce of the wotch chonges

PRAT. D AN 1 T
Pa.

“MEUER RESERVES THE MGHT TO LIWIT SALES ACCORDING TO SPECIFIED UMITS
NO SALES TO DEALERS, INSTITUTIONS OR DISTRISUTORS.

Why Pay More!
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THE EMOTION WATCH®

$]488

from pole omber
emarald green and sop-

phire ond finolly to deep

x::ldmw or whver- WHILE SPECIAL
Ow Rey. $10.88 PURCHASE LASTS.

Why Pay More!
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