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Christmas at church
Holiday wreaths on the doubte doors of Pilgrim Congregational
Church, on North Adams Road in Bloomlield Township. welcome
1ts members and friends to Christmas worship. (Statf photo) -

Moral perspectives

Can Christmas offer hope?

Crime increases with holiday ab-
sences. Tragedy in a season
makes us feel frustrated and sick in
the pit of the siomach

Southeast Michigan has {aced 16 kid-
nappings this year We might dismiss
inhuman behavior among distant, cul-
turally-deprived people but we are be-
wildered by it right here at home.

Is Christmas a moral force to give
us hope” Let's ask some tough ques-
tions

WHAT CAUSES crime® Greed is
one dominant cause and it s not a dis-
case isolated in the “criminal class™
Greed spreads from the “best™ of us
to poison our whole society

Christmas 1s an antidote 1o greed
From a base in one religion. the
Christmas message to all humanity is
that life is a free gift. What we treas-
ure most cannot be camed nor ac-
quired by theft We value what cannot
be negotiated but only given or re
ceived Greed weakens when we prize
mfts

What motivates criminal behavior?
The tools of crime, especially gurs. in-
dicate a quest for power. Tgo much of
our tradition and behavior 18 based in

acquisition and control by violent
power.

Christmas is an antidote to vio-
lence The birth of one described as
the most powerful hfe in history is cel
cbrated in an attitude of appropei-
ating power with open hands. not with
fists Toys. games, entertainment and
recreation fit the season when they
help us share strength in

complex reveal that we have an exten-
sive war system How large and
strong is our peace system® Does it
even have a budget, or uniforms to
make it noticeable. or practice mamy-
evers?

Christmas introduces a peace sy
tem. The vision of the prince of peace
fedefines victory Reconaling behav-
ior aims toward a goal of wuty of al)
people. Commitment to peace-making
is a system of thought and action
which exposes the artihuman intent
of the war system

Must we feel helpless about cnme.
violence and war® Solutions scem
beyond our reach

Qhnistmas is an antdote to help-
lessness The basic changes needed i
S0CHety Start n our private Im-s
where only we are accountable V
ing gifts displaces greed An -mlude
of cooperative strength displaces vio-
lence A vision of peace displaces de-
f nd

Fn)uymg strength of character dimin-
he supposed glamor of violent

w'!r
WHAT DO WE OBSERVE by learn-
ing 10 see systems? The money and
people employed in the whole mulitary

A
Inper change initiates new kinds of
relationships As persons and farmlies
we are centers of decrsion and that s
what morality is all abxt Choosing
10 contritste to the quality of hfe will
make Christmas a moral force
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