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order really chopping at
colleges harder than at universities?

Five community college officials
from southeastern Michigan began a
television conference Friday talking
about “'a 75 per cent cw," but before
they were through the figures were
down to 25 per cent for Schookraft
Coliege and Oakland Community Col
lege.

The officials called the conference
to warn: “If it becomes necessary, u
we believe it shall. to reduce ex|
tures further to balance the lules
budget. the governor. the bureau of
the budget and the legislature must
recognize that community colleges
have alrendy more than paid their
share. Any further reductions can
only result in forcing us to drop our
historic and unique ‘open door’ admis-

sions policy ™
THEN CAME the hard calculations.
First. the college officials—led by / '
Schooleralt President C. lson Grote
and OCC Vice Presi r Business -
Wally Nnikels—camk their al
1 vdecrcem cut fof community
colleges “'as compared to a two per
cent cut for the four-year in-
stitutions.™

What the comparison dxdnt show, ~,
they admitted later. was that the four-
year institutions have no property tax-
ing authority while community col-
leges do. Thus. a state aid cut of two
per cent for the fouryear schools ‘
amounts to a greater percentage budg- . )
et cut than for commurnty colleges.
where the state provides only two- .

fifths of the support
Then newsmen determined thal the

“7.5 per cent’” cut the community col-

lege leaders-were talking nbout was '
calculated against the governor's

budget proposal. The actual appropri-

atton bill that became law was some-
what less

SO MILLIKEN actually cut $66 mil-
lion of an approprintion of $357 mil-
lion thus fall when he ordered cuts to were ml]lng hack
balance the state budget

The college leaders didn calculate
P g e o | turmture rices to
mined it was 68 per cemt

Grote said state suppont provided 38

per cent of Schoolcraft's budget .
Thus. a 68 per cent cut in state sup- -
port actually meant a budget cut of
25 per cent for the northwestern ck m old daYs|
Wayne County district
Nikkels said state support provided

H 4 per cent of OCC's budget A 68
per cent cut there meant a budget cut

of 23 per cent v .'
GROTE SAID community colleges ’ A S ot
are funded on a calendar year basis ‘.

Friday and Saturday!

entire cut in the month of December
A broadcast newsman asked if the
community colleges would scek a
change in the law 1o prevent future
single-month cuts
“No.” smd Grote. “We fought for B s A 9
calendar year funding so we would y (s - -9 gy g S SRR N
know pretty much what we were ot NV A \@j ‘\Gj ng/
going to receive from state ald in Sep-
tember We wind up ahead in years
where there are supplemental appro-
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