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Lawyers fight for change of trial site

By ALICE (ULLINS

Altorpeys for the two men nccused
of kidnapping 13-ycar-old Timothy
Stempel will present arguments
Friday (Dec 261 before Oakland Coun-
ty Circuil Court Judge John N.
OBrien to have the trial maved out of
the Oakland-Detroit area

Court-appainted  defense  attorney
Curtis Rundelt of Southfield said the
basis of his motion for o change of
venue is “the saturation of publicity”
that surrounded the Nov 10 abduction

of the West Bloomfield youth. and the
“massive kidnap fear that has per-
meated Oakland County ever since
the dmwurlm six manths ago of
Jame R. Holfa."

Rundell said he will also argue that

the defendants. both black, would be

unable (o have a “jury d lhrlr peers"
with a panel selected in “white, high-
income. middle-class Oakland Coun-
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Darryl E. Wilson, 22 and Clinton
Williams, 19. stood mute at their ar-
raignment Thursday afternoon before
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Judge O'Brien and pleas of not guilty
were entered for them. The men have
been in jail since their arrest Nov. 14,

THE JUDGE denied a motion 1o
have the $100.000 cash and surety
bond each Towered

against defendant
ummumhemm:wm
the transcript of the pair's eartier pre-
liminary hearing on the hdnlp
charges in Court
Distri ¥
ict Judge Carl F. Ingraham set
the bonds on Nov. n-tmwusannd
Williams were arraigned in district
court. Al the preliminary hearing that

severa) adull members & their fami-
lies.

Wilson and Williams said nothing
during the _15-minate proceedings

AS!IS‘I‘ANT PROSECUTING At-
lomey Frank Mandietaun lunred

cutor L. Brooks Patterson will kandle

the case.

‘The victim of the two-day kidnap or-
deal was not present st Thursday's ar-
raignment and no testimony was
taken.

Timothy is a son of General Motors.
executive Robert C. Stempel and his
wife. Patricda
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The Bloomfield Township family's
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TIMOTHY WAS released shortly be-
fore midnight Nov. 12 at the Wayne
after the
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W against extortion that xrlef
with interstate commerce.
a delay of several days and re-
of conflicts between federal and
suthorities, it was agreed that
state should prosecute the case on
pping charges—the state penal-
ties are more severe

Tirsothy testified at the earlier dis-
trict court preliminary hearing

FELEnE

against Williams and Wilson and iden-
tified themn as the two who abducted
him

FOLLOWING THURSDAY'S ar.
raignment. Attorney Rundell said he
and attorney Brown will seek to have
the tnial moved to Grand Rapids or
Gennessee County “so we'll have a
shot at mung them a ury wth
enought blacks to make 1t a pry of
their peers.”

Detroit would be 1deal for the trial
in this respect, Rundell said bxt the
“saturation of publicity* would rule it

.

Wilson's sister. Rhonda Atkuns of
Amn Artor, was interviewed outside
the couwrtroom She said the family
was hoping to have the trial moved
o of

Oakland County
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