Farminnton
Eeeentrir

- Ohgserur

yhﬂ"ﬂ-ll

i

Moodsy, Dcemmber 29, 1978

Spirit

R Parmington, Michigen

Hills workers save a Christmas

mny RON G “I Just couldn't belleve It. It's a
mup&il of glvlreum e iq": great feeling to know that so

]

really felt empty. 1 cant explain how
I (‘elt. l&lﬂldldn‘l know what | was
going to never anything
like this would ever happen to me."
sald Mra. Evans, a secreatry in the
Hills' DPW department. “But the ex-
perience taught my family and I
feal lesson about human beings.”

‘That lesson came when employes at
the Hills City Hall pitched in and pro-
vided the Evans family with a Christ-
mas they will never forget. Coming to
her rescue, all city departments

- sponded and collected $418. The police

olficers’ and patrolmen's associations
‘also helped by donating 200 each to
the cause.

Through their combined efforts,
Mrs. Evans was able to buy her three
children, Mark, 12, Patty, 11, and
Mike. 10. presents again and let them
experience the true meaning of- Christ.
mas .

“l just couldnt believe it. she
said. “IU's a great feeling to know
that so many peoplle care. It is hard
1o express how I feel for everyone
here at city hall. They really heiped
reaffirm our belie! in people and
Christmas.

“And it's going to be difficutt to
really thank everyone for what they
did. T wish | could take everyone .

e

many people care. it is hard to
express how | feel for everyone

here at city hall.”

--Mrs. Mary Lou Evans

aside and just hug and thank them
from the bottom of my heart," she
* whole

“The
taught me the true meaning of Christ.
mas and the kids really learned
something from it. too. They told me
several times that they even prayed
for everybody while in church*

After Mrs. Evans overcame the in-
itia} shock Tuesday everning. she
calied a friend, who also works at city
hall, and told her about the burglary.
By 9:30 the next morning, everyone at
city hall knew about the tradegy and
already had taken up the $818 collec-
tion, explained Alex Moisef!, assistant
to the public safety d.\ndcr.[

“IN SUCH A SHORT period every-
one really reached deep to come up
with all that money, especially so
close to Christmas," he said. “Every.
ane here was shocked and grieved by
the fact that the gifts were stolen
You could see it on their faces.

“It made me believe that the spirit
of Christmas is not deasd and that

hopping spree with
donations and brought the pre-

sents.
Mrs._ Evans was offered a television

set,
even gave them an additional 20 per
cent discount on all Chiristmas toys.
After the shopping spree, they took
the gifts to the home of anather
hall secretary and
gRs. With the help of
Karen Meledy, her daughter
and her tusband Leonard, all the
sents were wrapped. loaded into a
and taken to the Evans'
they were distributed under the
ready for Christmas’ Duy.

“1 thought 1 would have to start
Christmas  shopping all over
when [ saw the gifts were
There was about $300 worth
sents and 1 didn't even have
wrapped yet The price tags were still
on most of them, 100" she said

“But everyone really came through
and saved the day for us. It was
really nice because with the money
we were able to replace all the
orginally had bought for the kids.
people down at city hall really
serve a big round of applause because
they are such a great bunch of people.
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Mark, Patty and Mike Evans enjoy their
Christmas presents bought with donations
from employes at the Farmington Hills City

2Pyes

Hall. The employes pitched in and donated

Twenty Five Cents

$818 after learring that the Evans home was
burglarzed and all thew Chnistmas presents
were stolen. (Statf photo by Steghen Cantrell)

High school program
helps decide careers

By KIM PUTNAM

Harrison High School has instituted
2 new course concerned with career

is instruting VEG on a systematc
busis

Each.counselor connected with the
VEG program is trained in group
ing. The comes n a

of the soph class
The Vocationa! Education Group
(VEG) informs students of possible ca-
reers with facts on educational back-
ground. job advancement and sala.
es.

From there. the student narrows his
interest down to one or two possible
careers. The reason for beginmng
with sophomores is Lo give them time
to change their minds and to take the

classes

progam
course package with all instructional
erials provided and a certificate

training’in which they are evaluated
in terms of progress After the
course, each counselor goes through a
tria) group therapy session If sucess:
ful. they. receive their certificate.
Institited by the Harrison coun-
seling center; the VEG program
weeks ago. The results
% far have been “very v.luable n

. Harmson courselor
Sophomore Mary Salter stated that

the program “'was great even though
1 already knew what | wanted to do
The program involves five Students
in each sesion divided into groups by
sex lo insure proper career instuction
and to help the teachers keep track of
who 13 out of class. This segregation
doesn’t seem to bother the students
Within the three day period. stu-

dents view their inferests in terms of ..

b cntena tdealing with - people.
places of inanimate objects such as
Future goals and cbjectives
are discuseed and job requirements
are also considered’ The students are
informed of what classes they need to
take in-high school. about various col-
lege degrees and the general beck-
needed for their chosen field

At the end of the VEG program. stu-
dents are ready to select a career in
which they are both interested and
suited .

Schools roll with economic punches in 1975

The year for the Farmington School
District was marked with financia)
ups and downs as volers passed a
four mill increase. while contrasting
state aid cuts at the end of 1978 forced
administrators (o take a look at par-
ing the budget

Also newsworthy was the announce-
ment by Supt. Marinus Van Ameyde

- that he would be retiring at the end of
the 197578 school year.

Michael Shpiece, 18, was elected to
the school board, the youngest mem-
ber to hold a seal on the board.

In April, district voters went to the
polls-In record numbers to approve a
four-mill increase, which added $4 mil-
lion to school coffers. The ion
received 60 per cent of the 12784
votes cast on lhe issue

NEARLY 3 PER CENT of the dis-

trict's registered voters visited the

cials had Lo break out extra voting ma-
chines to accommodate the long lines.
School officials billed the four-mill
tax increase as enough to reinstate
educational programs cut between
1973 and 1975,
Approval of the four-mill levy added
three vocal music o the

clals would have been forced 10 close

board of directors cast their support
for the millage increase. Chamber offi-
cials said they discussed the issue for
2 month before making a decision.
Also; a “'Kids Counts™ committee

elementary school program and pro-
vided funds to improve the language
and science programs. The testing pro-
gram for grade school children also
was

The four mills provided funds both
on the clementary and secondary
levels for the restoration of school
and field trips and outdoor education.
11 the millage had failed, school offi-

F: district par-
ents banded together to get the mil-
passed.

School officials were dublous before
the election, fearing that voters
might be confused becmme two mil-
lage issues were on the ballot

To tnsure that funds would be svai-
"lbl: if the four-mill question failed.

ried that supporters of the four mill in-

crease might mistakenly vote against
the two-mill proposal and leave both
proposals insuffs supported for
Ppassage. causing total millage defeat

was approved. the twomill proposal
didn't go into effect.

reducing
district by $121.000. The reduction was
based on the tota] revenue generated
by a school district

Farmington Schools Business Man-
ager William Prisk said the district
has anticipated a loss in state revenue
before the cut -because it had fewer

students and a higher state equalized
valuation

Only, five per cent. or 1680
turned out to elect Micheel Shpiece to
the - board  He defeated incumbent

Blaze destroys

Ann Rodewig [t tosk S votes Lo put
him on the board

" Shpiece. a ‘graduate of Farm. -
ington’s Harrison High School. had
been a long-time spectator at board
meetings throughout the years

Van Ameyde announced his resigna-
tion in December He came to the dis-
trict in 1957 as assistant superintend-
ent of instruction. He worked ot that
post until 1972, when he took over the
reins of superintendent from Rod
Srmith.

The 81-year-old administrator has
served in Michigan schools for 40
years—37 of them in administration
Prior to coming to Farmington, he
was principal of Southfield High
School. He was professor of education

his master’s from Wayne State Univer-
sity .

motorcycle store

Three Farmington Hills fire units re-
to an early Christmas Duy
the
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fire was unknown and an investigation
now 1s underway to determine ity

. cause. according to officials.

Holko said arson and possibly bur-
glary are suspected in the fire but his
department must wait until its in.

vestigations are complete before ac-
knowledging the cause of the fire.

Damage to the buikding and its in-
ventory. mostly motorcycles, was esti-
mated between $125.000 and $175.600
F\n;ﬁh:lr investigation is needed before
a linal estimate of can be
made. Holko said. damage

Early Deadlines

Due to the holiday next
Thursday. your Observer &

centric will be delivered Friday
and all deadlines will be moved

News Section A up Classified, ads must be
Columns [3 called in to the phone room by
Sports 4“4 noon. Tuesday; space reserva-
Seburbas Life Section B tion for display advertising
Qassified Section B.C must be made noon. Mon-

by Monday evening. All offices
will close at 3 p.m. Wednes
day. December 31.
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10 the bufiding and the motorcycies inside. (Staff photo by Craig
?‘nmnn)

An early Christmas morning fire gutted the Honds House of
Farmington and caused an estimated $175,000 worth of damage
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