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area law enforcement agencles were ©
kept busy this year with two of the
 biggest mm!ct cases in the commu-
nity's history.

The lm'csllgalm tria) and con-
viction of George Onifer, who was
charged with the bruta) sex slaying of
an 11year-old Detrait girl, tock center
ngensmonhzwpnmm«sm

ln another Bajm incident,'a 14
year-old _Farmington Hills boy was
convicted of second<degree murder in
the slaying of a Hills" gjrl 10-yearcld
Joan Wagner. .

ONIFER WAS OONVICTED this
summer in the March 19 kidnap, mur-
der ang rape of Kelly Curley. She had
TRt her home March 13, reportedly to
spend the night with o friend. But o
ymissing person ‘report was not filed
wlth poum.- unti) the next day when it
was leamned she had not attended
school that day.

A neighbor later told police she saw
a child get into a truck. It was the de-
seription of the truck and man that
pm'idcd police with a lcad in the

Kellyn body was found March zn
floating in a pond near Halstead Road

lwccn lve and Thirteen Mile
roads by three men mﬂﬁng lhw.gh
the fleld.

1n the bther major murdcr
convictian of a Hills' teenaget clnszd
the book on a tragic incidert which
began June. 10 when the Wagner girl
was reported missing after not show-
ing up for an afternoon baseball prac-
tice session. .

-ﬁotdogg’ef

- Jorry ‘Sal' § acr ski enjoys-"
tho many winding tralls and long d%wnhll‘s at tho Kon..lnglon
Motropark Gold Coutse skl area. FOr more plctures on cross-
country skiing, seo today’s sports soction. (Photo by Blain Rorai).

TFrom behind some vantage

Sﬁems&abbed(odealhmdhttr
found stuffed inside a plastic garbage
bag in a yard between two houses in
the Forest Park subdivision near Nine
Mile and Inkster roads. ®

‘Through _the quick investigative
worl of the Farmington ifills Police

with the help of ‘other
area law aior«m:nt agencics, both
cases were brought to a swift close.

Oakland County Prosecutor L.
Brooks Patterson expressed these
thoughts during the Onifer trial:

. “How many times will we hive'to be
murdered by the

raped, robbed

same hardeore crimimals. over and

over again before there is a change?"
Kelly's “senseless’ death™ was the

rsu!l of the “same stupid error™ that

has been made before, Patterson said

nfnlc ulluu for scnam “parcle re-

On!!er h:xd been p:zmlcd in 1972
from Souttiern Michigan Prison in
Jackeon for good behavior. He had
been sentenced to serve a 30050
year term for the rape of a Ham.
tramck girl in Warren. But he was re-
leased after strving four and one-hall
years of the sentence,

DURING THE' YEAR, Fnrmmg\m
Hills was tagged a “dumping
for apparent murder victims. Several
bodies were found in the area. each
pousibly k\llcd elsewhere and
“dum] annmcé Hills.

One man, James Hznry Johrson of
it was found July 23.in a grassy

field ncar Fendt -ond Drake roads.
Through (nmmg,aunm by both police
dopartments, this case was wrapped
Q. Ala.n Lth'm'y of Detroit wa

pcmﬁ]mﬁs

Chmsﬁmag saﬂes appeareaﬂ slaclk

mas lrnm last year,”” he says. in recently, hou ht a m bottle of
“Peoplé tre buying less. but more ex-  wine and puiled lhc cork on it before
pensive wine. For instance. the ‘guy  he was out of the store. Another gen-
who st year bought a case of §1 o teman bought a $70 bottle and pulled
bottle wine, bought two bottles of §8  the cork on it as he sat parked in
or §7 wine this year. The only thing . front of the store and Ehﬂ\'t‘d it with
_that is saving us is this new tax sys-  his-woman passengar.
tem on our merchandise.”

I!y CORINNE ABATT

E\'cn o small sampling indicates
that Christmas was better for some
focal merchants than others.- '
. _The Vintner manager, Phillppe R

-Pothoff, says in his store 6h Grand
River in Farminglon that people
aren't_drinking as much—at least
{rom his vintage polnt behind the

. © “over,” he remarks. “They -are all
POTHOFF MAKES no attempt to  down this year over last—thaybe
. cash register. account for the lastes of his wirie cus- proplc were buymg gits rather than
: *Qur business was down this Chrm tomers. He recalls the man v.ho camé  bodze.”
[ Lucy and Al Vance. proprictors of
the antique store in the Village Mall,
Farmington. were surprised by their
{- Christmas iness. .
“Our. tisiness was better than we
rcally cxpected.” Mrs. Vance says.

the same with wine stores, al

* ers in the. group.

- for science ﬁnwn and mysteries.”

According to Ms. Cunninghard. the
women flock to the Harlequin books,
which are love stories set in forcign
mumms

FARMINGTON'S newest art gal-~

lery. The Garret, a coop gallery
started by a group of arca painters.
Aidnt set any holiday records,

Mrs. Dorothy Clark. qne of the paint-
said four. or five
paintings were sold over the holidays.
‘There were numbers of curious. tut
the city has yet to become an artist's

paradise, she said

“Fair” was the answer given by Mi-
ch:el Lamb of Vi )ung Sporting Goods

1
ZP@ZZ@@@ solve mwrd@? Cases

dnrgcd in the Johnson slaying.
Police also found the skeleton of
Mises Harvey of Detroit in the high
[f;: on the side of the €6 ex-
presswny -His . tndy was mwnnﬂy
dunped sometime in July but was riot
foind wti) Nov, 2 by two girls riding
horseback. This ease md the other
éumping cases are still under in-
tm!galion by "Hills" police.
In July, the (Kty of Farmington ex-
perienced its worst morth in history

- for crime o3 vandalism increased 62

per vent over 1974, according to Dan-
iel Byrnes, was ‘appointed diree-
tor of public safely this year.

Byrnes had reported to the city
council the month before that-crime
had 10 per cent In the Farm-
ington area during the first six
months of 1575. The biggest deerease
came in bicycle thels which were
down 50 per cent. But B reported to
the council in Augwst that the erime
rate rose mnsidembly éuring the sum-
mer.

July was an enrmely bad morth .

for bmxlams larcenies and van-

, dalism. Police said most of the crime ©

‘ws believed to have been committed
by young people.”

In response to mmpmnu nlmi b)
the Farmington Oaks subdivision con-
cerning the spiraling rate of van.
dalism and youths crimes in their
area, the city launched a- study «
how to combat cnme-in the city

One major conclysion of- the study
was that more cofmmunity coopera-
tion is needed if crime is to be reduc-
ed in"Farmington. The city also is hir-

‘ing a new police .academy graduate

whose main concern will be patroling
subdvisions to help reduce juvenile
crime.

Earlier this year. Hills police ar- -
rested six persons in a fove aimed at

* breaking up a 20-member burglary

ring. As a result of the afrests. police
said they were able to clear up 74 bur-
glaries. 31 in the Hills arca—and a
rumber of other crimes committed in
other communities. including 17 in Ihx-
City of Farmington.

Hills Public Safety Director Ronald
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Old library .
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lab building

The vacamt Farmingfon Library
building on Twielve Mile Ryod is beins
bought by the Gastle Dental Labora
tory of Detroit. The firm will use the
structure as a laboratory. said (‘.ordnn

" Lewis, library director

Castle's bid for the building was ac
cepted as the highest of 15 bids, last

summer. The firm will pay $105000,

over a 10-year period for-the building

The money will Bic used to defray the,
cost of the new $825.000 Farmiington,

Community uhrary on State Street.

. ALTHOUGH. THE attorney for
Castle, Steve Gutman, described the
“transaction as almost completed, he
“declined o comment il the sale
was officiaily finished

The Farmington Gty Gerks oma:
said it ~wouldnt be mm:nry to
change the area’s business mnx for
the {aboratory.

Lewis said the size of the old
made it lmpomb!e for the epfire book

“We sold everything from
glass to bookcases. We gt ‘irto estate
jewelry this year for -the first time

and'(hat went well, too. [ think people
m buyidg antiques as an investment
and enjoying them at the same time."

She points to a gum ball machine,
circa 193, and comments. 1 could
have sold this gum ball machine a
thousand times over the holidays. bt
it's mine and not for sale.”

Be: ingham, cogwner of
Jerry's Bookstore in dowttgwn Farm-
ington with husband Jerry, says bsi-
ness wasn't quite s this Christ-
mas as in former( years.

“Maybe,” she says .“iU's because

N there are so many more’ stores”

) nmumL gt .

Holiday n'tho ‘iig to Philppo. Ganingham £3ys CUSLomers.
Pomou manager of Tho Vlmnor of Farmingtzn, (Smll photo by ﬂml;bm;&m&mng

Cralg Nowman). ) '
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- E‘:om\our {etter bag:

special anes for Clristmas gifts.
*The older men still come in for ad-
venture stories and the younger oncs

'Correction

Gentlzmen: : y . )
: We recently placed o classified -~ The spirit of giving really hant
od In yoor r under the head- tumed Cristmas into tragedy.
ing “'Part Time flelp Wanted” . A story in the Dec. 29 edition of the
and the respopse we. ver & Eccentric en-,

Obsery:
was tremendous. We found uumm wnrkcu save & Christ-
mas"

i ,l\l(;;:d und‘cr Schan‘ someone to fill the A Incorrectly sald a family's

s toar] | had avallable. yea. c:#:ml:umw?m turned to tragedy.
Gundella 8}l P N T . should have. read.“The
Editorlals © . o] | Sincerely. spirit of giving help turhed a tragedy
Columns 18§ |- jarrleon Enterpris into the best Christmas ever for Mrs.
Saburban Lite Bectlon B jrrison Eglerprises | Mary Lou Evans and ber family.”
Sce for yourself how fast | Employes for the Gty of Farm-.

Cammusly Clender ingtan Hills collected $00 for the
ol

Qusallied = Evan's family after their home had "
. been burglarized and Christmas gifts
slolen. It was o joyous Christmas
after oll,

We  rogret the emt and commend
the Hills workers for

2
Sectlon € and easy Observer & Ecomn

tric classified ads can be.

in assessing
lhe store’s Christmas nush,

*Not as good as last year,” was an-
other phrase Lamb!used as he de-
scribed the December business. Bowl
ing equipment was in demand, as
were warm-up suits for tennis and rac-
quetball and lmns{m and shirts went

well. »

One thing surprising to Lamd was
that the store had very few returns.

Tho Chrlstmas book business was.notas  ~
good as fast year says Bertha Cunningham of *

4

Il be placed on the shelves.
Someolﬂmlx)eh\rrmpnlm.amr-

zge.
1‘he new Iwo:qmmm Bl Idng
was designe Farmington firm

of Memlt Co!e and McCalfisn The

two levels of the new library contain -
. station for. questioning and later
released. A summons wasnt issus

meetings rooms. a history room and
_slorage area.

THE Gl]LDﬂE\ﬁ rmd.ng roomre

sernbles a tree bouse. The eight-sided
structure, which is built on stilts with
a rampway entrance. was desigied by
the Farmingtonbased (im of Wall.
A Inc,

The Iocal histoncal society helpcd
design the history room The hbrary
15 compiling an oral history of the
arca as a bicentennial projedt.

The meeting rooms of the library
are open to local froups

. bt

Pedestrian
killed by car

A Livosta man was killed at 8 p.m.
Wedniesday, Dec. 24, after he was
struck by a car on Grand River, just
west of 10 Mile in Farmington Hills. !

Eldon R. Focht, 33, of %33 I
was pronounced dead on avrival at
Botsfm'd General ilospital. According
to poXco. witnesses said Focht possi-
bly was walking westbound in the
roadday when he was hit by the car.
Police identified the driver as Gary L.
Brock. Z3. of 39612 Ruston in Farm-*

ington. '
Brock was taken to the ifills’

and lhe case stifl is under in-

Jerry's Book Store. (Staft phicto by Cralg New-
man) . - . N O
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