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Popping up in a sea of poinsettias, Darrell Bordine rearranges the traditional Christmas oum on one of the ‘fully automatic’
benches he invented

NURSERIES:

algebra or achool, but he has done his  which are varieties of the Hoya, Crafts are the store’s biggest aell-
own engineering for years He ‘con-  which Bordine calied the best plant  ers. Bellanca sai

Belng in buslness in these economic  stantly looks for ways to improve his  for indoor gardeners. plants are brought ot in March. By
times can be precarious. To survive.  business. he said. His Iatest invention, Another nursery with an equally fa-  Apeil L

stores ohen must offer somcthing spe-  a self-watering bench for plarts, will ~ miliar name but an entirely different supply ol flowering annuals and
dal to attract and hold valuable cus- ;nuibly revolutionize the industry,”  approach from Bordine's, is the new ﬂ:: for Easter and Mother's Day.
fome : u

They’re busy\gearingup’ , .
for when the frost breaks ' i

Sherwood's nursery yard is closed until -spnng, but the owners
are working—traveling across the country to find the best n

shrubbery. »
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By NANCY KASSEN LIESE

il
With four nurseries in and around 1'?: ﬂx-by-‘lou( benches are built  opened

- Rochester, specializing is 8 full-time
Job: each nursery prolesses 1o offer a
unique service for the public

The oldest. largest. and perhaps
best-known to the area is the 35-year-
old landmark on Rochester Road—
Bordine's. A family-owned-and-oper-
ated nursery. Bordine's has been run-
ning a successful business on its 25

since Darrell Bordine bought
his first grecnhouse there in 199

The son ol a Milan dairy farmer,
Bordine bought the be-
cause he had a wife and family to sup-
port. Now white-haired and approach-
ing 70, Bordine still runs the operation
with his son Bruce.

'I'RVING TO KEEP in touch with
the entire business. he oftens rides
around {rom greenhouse o store to
pursery ina gol( cart labeled "Mr
‘B

When he <\nr\vd the nursery he
hoped to clear $5.080 a year above liv-
ing expenses. That he did. multiplying
the gross yearly.

Today his entire retait and whole.

on a slightangle toward the center, al-
water to drip from the plants
into & center tub.

Each morning a rubber hose auto-
matically refills the bench, watering
the plarits, Later, the benches drain.
leaving the plants dry.

‘The systemn, once In operation. will
save Bordine approximately $50.000 a
year by replacing the employees who

now water the plants by “hand, he .
said

He plans to pass on that savings to
customers, he added. giving them a
share of his profil,

BORDINE REFUSES to work at his
business year round. insisting on six
or eight weeks per year of travel.

“You make more money if you get
out and see how others do things.” he
sald. justifying his around-the-world

jaunts

“The important lhhu is that this is
the largest and most modem green-
house in the world,” Bordme said. He
claimed his nursery offers plants not
found anywhere else.

Working *‘supesmarket style,”
Frank's specialises ‘in three things,
said—nursery, crafts and

Christmas.

Frank's has a total of 54 stores in

nve mnwcﬂ!m states. last year
those 54 stores grossed about $52 mil-

tion, with §22 miltion of that from the

Detroit area N

FRANK'S MANAGER Joe Bellanca

von Township store
-mh!m-almnnﬂl]h!lark:
first nine months.
Avon store is one of Frank's
—30,000 square feet—Bellanca

BUSINESS

trees Lo use in certain areas, Beilanca
said, and will help in coordinating the
landscape.

started on 10 scres of Lind on Auburm
Road. Located and

Uvernois, Zend's Landscaping Co. is
& branch of a firm begun in Mount
QCemens. The nursery i snow-covered
now and hard to spot, bt the com-
pany has been open for business since
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More than anything. unasnllhe

ship—me new addition to Stoney
Creek cemetery on Tienken For that
project hnaludannmm
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“We hke to do quality work. In win-
ter we . travel around. the country
trying fo find the.best trees We like
o deugn something that wiil logk
mace and increase the alue.” Riil
Thomas said. -

The philosophy at Sherwood 1s that
“landscaping enhances 1he acstheti
value of the environement.”” he added
To insure that, the company hat a
landscape architect. Bill Wood. on
hand.

Dwight Thomas also does land-
scaping work but is not a registered
“ Both he and Springer have
lmdsnpt design and construc-
tion \courses at Macomb Community
College. and Bill Thomas 18 working
on a horticulture degree from Mich-
igan State
The type of work Sherwnod's does
can be seen at Avon Township con-

sale operation can take in more than Among those plants are four vane-  sald. Two-thirds of the store is de Burnard, who workedl for Bordine's  Last year the owners, Bill and Dwight .ominium developments Fing's Cove
$63.000 “on n peak day.” ties of Christmas cactus, one of which  voted to nursery and the rest to for more than 10 yesrs, said Zendt's Joe Springer and Richard and Hidden Hills. and the Great Oaks

Bordine never had a proficiency for  Bordine has franchised. and three of  crafts - . sarted the store on Adams ~ West subdivision.
o . 10 all customers’ needs. Services i in Oakiand Township
' Ty h clode designing and planting and a Right now, Sherwood's is clased for  the landscaping of Oakland Univer-
promise of help from any employeé the winter. It will reopen in March  sity’s Glyndebourne Picnic ladt year
“I The use (he time off in the For that project the brothers worked
swer it Burnard said “If we cant  winter Like Darrell Bordine uses his  two days landscaprg the maifi en-
you then well tell you where to  vacation—iraveling around looking for  trance and dance floor 1n a Victdhan

® to gt help.” Y the best plants. theme.

Sherwood was also responsible for

| .
Frank's dom‘l;my home planting or landscape design. But it does carry most of what is!
Necessary 10 ‘do Ryourselt.’ ‘ |

Zend('s general manager Jos Burnard clears away snow trom one of the rock gardens that will be . )
!ully dlspluy‘d nextsummer. .




