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Miles Baum is taunted by Peterr Orman in the “William's Doll”
skit.

Nichole Sarkisian gets a make-up assist from Mary Lou Bome-
rito. one of the mothers who assisted in last-minute preparations.

make-up.

Lisa Grzahowsk|, Kathy Kiein and Mary Sue Cyrowski (from left to right In mirror) check their own

| .
Ms. Orman gives last-minute mﬂructons before dress rehear sals startfor “Free to Be You and Me

Y Director has unique role
| in community theatrics

By LORAINE McCLISH

Ceci, Orman's dramatic classes in
the Farmington Community Center
mdwlbmlrvmmlw
productions of “Free to Be You and

" then went on 1o stage the phy
or B s Walmt Elernentary
School and Bloomlleld 's Roeper

Schoot

The three children’s plays that are
put on each year there are a tradition
in the center, which can boast sell-
outs a week before the production
date.

The dramatic students were on
their own to devise “a red. white and
green costume, kooky or straight.
whatever you wam,” Ms Orman said.
“and they are all given the responsi-
bility of some behind-the-stage work."”

1‘ht phy was a light-hearted con-

ion of a dozen skits
m sexist role-| pllylﬂl One skit
was called “William's Doill.” One

* One skit concerned a girl
.uyw to join an all.male baseball

"E TALKED Aul’l' the subject
matter very carefully.” Ms. Orman
said. “"They were very willing. even
eager 1o do it. They were all weil
aware of these things and very open
and free about them. The little buy
who played in “William's Doll”
tMiles Baum) is a very masculine
little boy with no hang-ups about that
sort of thing at all.”

The 20 eight-to-twelve-year-old
youngsters worked 10 weeks to stage
the full hour production under Ms
“of trying to get
them 1o act realitically rather than
show-offy. | want them to get to know
the difference between acting and re-
citing before grandma.” she said

In that 10-week interim. “The kids
Ret very close. They get to depend on
one another and start prompting one
snother with cues. They become irri-
tated with one who doesnt know his
lines and | can see & kund of team
spirit

Along this same line, Ms. Orman
talked about what she called a
*touchy

the -ge of mn. p-)dnxvd from the

i
Play-goers may remember that she
took the title roles in both “Sabrina
Fair” and “Anastasia™ and the sec-
ond lead in “Damn Yankees ™~
“When we moved from Farmington
to Birmingham. we continued our
membership with the Players because

' of the caliber of their productions.”

she said

She has worked as a voluteer with
dramatics classes in the immer city,
taught fifth and sixth grades in public
school. taught crestive &xma(n to

with adults. for adults. which was per-
formed in the Birmingham Temple.

“All of it geared me up to what [
really like to do and that is what I'm
doing nght now.” «he said

WHAT SHE IS doing right now is
taking "a short vacation before she
winds up for her next class which will
be a group of junior high school stu-
dents coming in Jamuary for another
session of classes leading up to a play

jon scheduled for Eastertime

Registration for ail clawses in the
center is scheduled for Wednesday
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and Thursday. Jan 74 Ms Orman's
clasy is limited to 15 persons between
the ages of 1215

She expects to see a lot of her for
mer students back. She has been giv-
ing classes in the center since its m
ception "'so some of these children
have worked together for three or

“four seasons.”

<he sad

and many
have become fnends because of our
common interest.”

_ The Ormans havé two children
Peter. 11. who was on stage in “Free

to Be You and Me and 11yearold

Jube. who served as her mother's as-
sistant director for the winter shoys
. )

Kathy Kiein, Sara Nemeth and Ron Sinuh on stage in a satire

g Mrs. Claus’

J

atChristmastime

The “South Paw” skitis performed by Miles Baum and Shelly Lichtman.



