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The Imperfectionists (2010)
Tom Rachman {Author)

Auther Tom Rachman examines the lives of foreign journalists in The imperfectionists. A
Novel. It's been decades since the newspaper was first starfed in 1953 by a millionaire.
Headquartered in Rome, Italy, the journalists who keep the unnamed English-language
paper afloat are more interested in their personal lives than the news they plaster across
the front page. Editor-in-chief Kathleen feels betrayed by her husband, even though they
have an open-marriage agreement. A death changes obituary writer Arthur Gopal's life
forever. Financial officer Abby regrets mixing her personal and professional lives, and a
reporter who just graduated college finds he's not cut out for the newspaper business,
First novel.
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MAIN CHARACTERS : Kathleen, Editor, Arthur Gopal, Journalist (obituary writer},
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SETTING{S) : Rome, Italy, Europe, Paris, France

Newspapers, Writing, Publishing industry, Journalism,
SUBJECT : Mariiage, Betrayal, Interpersonal relations, International
relations, Jealousy

TIME PERICD : 218t century AD
EXPERT PICKS

New York Times Hardcover Fiction Best-Seller List, June 13, 2010
New York Times Hardcover Fiction Best-Seller List, June 6, 2010

New York Times Hardcover Fiction Best-Seller List, May 30, 2010
New York Times Hardcover Fiction Best-Seller List, May 23, 20610

RECOMMENDED SIMILAR TITLES

13 rue Therese - Elena Mauli Shapiro

Born Yesterday: The News as a Novel - Gordon Burn
Broedeck's Report - Philippe Claudel; John Cullen

The Case of the General's Thumb - Andrey Kurkov, George Bird
Chronic City - Jonathan Lethem

The Dead Hour - Denise Mina

Field of Blood - Denise Mina

Foreign Affairs - Alison Lurie

The Foreign Correspondent: A Novel - Alan Furst

French Lessons - Ellen Sussman

The Girl with the Dragon Tatteo - Stieg Larsson; Reg Keeland
The Incident Report - Martha Baillie

Nemesis - Philip Roth

The New Republic - Lionel Shriver

The Once and Future Con - Peter Guttridge

Sunset Park - Paul Auster

The Uncoupling - Meg Wolitzer

Zoo Station - David Downing

Gale Document Number; GALE|M1300166775
Gale Database: What Do | Read Next?, 2013

SOURCE CITATION : "The Imperfectionists.” 2013. Books & Authors Gale. Gale
Internat User. 26 Feb 2013 <http://bna.galegroup.com/bnalstart.do?p=BNA&uU=gale>

©2008 Cengage Learning

http://bna.galegroup.com/bna/about_the_book/GALE%7CMI130...

2/26/2013



Tom Rachman - About The Author - Books and Authors Page 1 of 3

: GALE _
g e CTHOAG {rumrz -

Books & Authors

i
i

" About the Author
Full text biography:
Tom Rachman

Birth Date : 1974

Place of Birth : United Kingdom,London

. Nationality: Canadian
& QOccupation:  Novelist
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Related information
Personal Information:

Barm 1974, in London, Fngland. Education: Attended University of Toronto: Columbila University. M.A. Addresses:

Home: London, England.

Career Information:

Jaurnalist and writer. Associated Press, New York, NY, ediler, foreign correspondent, 1995-26C8, Intamational Heraid
Tribune, Paris, France. editor. 2006-08.

Writings:

- The imperectionists: A MNovel. Dial Press (New York, NY)J, 2010,

Media Adaptions:

Amsrican actor Brad Pitt has bought the production rights for The Imperfeciionists

Sidelights:

Tom Rachman is a Londen-borm wiiler and journatist whose vaned career has taken him around the worid. He studiad
cinems at the Universily of Toronto and completed a master's degree in journaism at Celumbia University. He
subsequenlly worked as an edilor at the foreign desk of the Asscciated Press in New York. This job took him on
reporting trips to India and Sn Lanka. In 2002 he became an Asscciated Press correspondent in Rome, which fed him
to destinations inefuding Japan. South Korea, Turkey, and £gypt. From 2006 to 2008, he worked fer the infernational
Herald Tribune in Paris, but in 2008 he quit journalism altogether to pursue writing fiction full time. Rachman’s debit
wark, The Imperfectonists: A Novel was published in 2010, The imperfectionisis is a fictionalized and satirical take on
the worki of reparting. based on Rachman's personal expenences in the field. it has received a great deai of pubicity
and high praise. American actor Brad Pitt was so impressed with the novel that he bought the production rights for ihe
book and plans to adapt it for film. In an nterview with Scott Butki on Blogeritics, Rachman expressed his goalin
sroducing the novel "To write a nove! that would captivate readers, that would convey a fitlle of my perspectve, and
thal would caplure an extraordinary period in the media. But, above all 1 wanted lo produce a great read--something
that, whether you love newspapers or couldn't care less about them. contains tales to grip you.” In an imtarview postad
on Rachman's home page. he stated: " worked for most of my professional life in journalism. .. The depicton of
icurnalism in Fhe hinperfectionists is accurate and offers an inside view of how the news is produced. Bul the characlars

and stories are all fictional.”
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The imperiechionists is a humorous novel that chronicles the happenings at a struggling English-ianguage newspaper
based in Rome. Readership is dwindling, and the paper is struggling financially. The wiiters and aditors of the unnamed
paper are quile a hodgepodge of characters, and the novel is told in episodes that delve into each of their lives in turn.
faaders encounter the iazy obituary wriler Arthur Gopal; desperate business writer Hardy Benjamin; the lonely. older
cooy editor Ruby Zaga. who looks for affection wherever she can get it and the washed-up and depressed Lioyd Buixe

Reviawing the work, Christopher Buckley, a contributor to the New York Times Book Review. awarded the hook such
nigh oraise that according te Rachman, following the publication of the review, he began receiving a great deal of

1 Buckley stated: "This first novel by Tom Rachman ... is 50 good | had to read it twice simply to figure oul how
s pulled # off. The novel is siternately hilarous and heart-wrenching, and it's asseinbied lize a Rubik's Cube. | afimost
sorry for Rachman because a debut of this order sets the bar so kigh.” Buckley also noled: "l dor't maan to make
the book sound overcompiicated or in any way challenging to read. ltisn', but it's 8o intricately construcled you may

fing yoursed skipping back and forth 10 connect the dots and assemble the pisces of the puzzle.”

Lows Bayard, a contributer to Washington Pest Book World, commented: "Rachman is a fing observer and a funny
writer--and a wriler who knows how 1o be funny in characler.” A Kirkus Reviews confrinuior praised the book
“Rachman's ahility to create a diverse group of fully formed individuals is remarkable. .. Some are instantly
sympathetic, others hard to fike. Each is vivid and competling in his or her own way." D1 Tayler. a contributor to the
Londan Guardian, put forth. "Anyone who has ever spent lime in newspapertand wil recognise The lmperfectionisis’

high degres of authenticity. So-you hope--will quite & few people beyond it The citladel may be crumbling, but the

rightecusness of the defenders, miraculously. endures.” Spectator contributor Christian House said: "Ultimately, this
fine debut focuses on the bitterswest inevitability of the twilight. The impermanance of passians and worries is the

efrain " Library Journal contributor Sally Bissel stated: "This polished. sephisticated debut can be relished in one

or read piecemeat as a satisfying series of vignettes." A Pubiishers Weelkly contributer callad it 2 "zinger of a debut”
and Sfar Tabune contributor Laurie Hertzel described the work as "funny. poignant and genersus, a love ictier to the
decply flawed people who 10il away i crumbling newsrooms " Chrislien Science Moiitor coniributer Yvoenne Zipp

commenled: "What is truly memaoraile about The Imperfectionists is the way that Rachman uses the sireiure of his

novel to give meaning o his insecure. scrabbling characters ™

Related Information:

PERIODICALS

A

« Christan Science Monitor, June 158, 2010, Yvonne Zipp, review of The Imperfechonists. A Novel

+ Denver Post May 9, 2010, "Ali the Dark Comedy That's Fit to Print,” review of The Imperectionists, p. 11,

v Ceenemist May 15, 2010, "oy Fingers; New Fiction,” p. 91.

« Enterfainment Weekly, June 18, 2010, "Summer Reads Head to Hollywood,” p. 19; Jung 26, 2010, "The Hot
“irst Novel That Wowed Brad Pitt " p. 79

< Furope Inelligence Wire, March 26. 2010, "A Sense of Character.” review of The Imperfectionists. March 26
2070, "That's the End of the News." review of The Imperfectionists; March 27, 2010, "Read All about ii,” review
of The Imperfectionists; April 1. 2010, "An Amusing Insight into Joumalism,” review of The Impersctionists! May
1. 2010, review of The fmperfectionists.

« Globe and Mail {Toronto, Cnlario, Canada), June 3, 2010, Elizabeth Renzelti, "An ink-Stained Payday " review

of The imperfectionists, p. 1; Jung & 2010, Kevin Chong, review of The Imperfectionists. p. 7

- Guardian (London, England), Aprit 10, 2010, D.J. Taylor, review of The Imperfectionists, p. 11

. Gueiph Mercury (Guelph. Onlario, Canada). September 21, 2010, "Jane Urquhart, Doug Coupland en Long List
for Giller Prize," p. 10

Hanrlton Spectaior, September 21, 2010, “Giller List Buzz," p. 14

« Intetnational Herald Tribune. April 30, 2010, “The Unbearable Oddness of Newspaper Folk." review of The

impetfectionists.

- Kirkus Reviews, December 1. 2008, review of The imperfectionists.
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« Library Journal. Oclober 1, 2009, Barbara Hoffert. review of The Imperfectionists. p. 56, January. 2010, Saly
Bisssll, review of The Imperfectionists, p. 92.

Manlean's, June 28, 2010, "On the Secret lo Writing a Bestsaller, the Pressure of Success and Seiling Movie
Rights to Brad Pill: Novelist Tom Rachman in Conversation with Anne Kingston,' p. 14, author inlerviaw

ANational Post, May 8. 2010, Janet Maslin, review of The Imperfectionists, p. 15.
- New Yorker May 3, 2010, review of The imperfectionisis. p. 77
« Mew York Times, May 6, 2010, "Hopscoiching the World in Headlines,” review of The Imperfectionists p. 1.

« few York Times Book Review, May 2, 2010, Christopher Buckley, "The Paper.” raview of The lmperfactiomnisis.

o1 May 9, 2010, "Editors’ Choice: Recent Books of Particular Interest,” p. 22,
+ Philadslphia Inguirer. June 2, 2010, "An Artful Look inside a Newspaper,” review of The Iinperfeciionists.
- Publishers Weekly, November 30, 2009, review of The Impeffectionists, p. 25.
« Record Septamber 21, 2010, "Urguhart, Coupland Named on Long List for Giller Prize," p. 4.
» Spectator, August 7, 2010, Christian House, "A Choice of Fiest Novels," review of The Imperfeclionisls. p. 32.

-

Star Tribune. June 20, 2010, Laurie Mertzel, "Tom Rachman's Debut Novel about 2 Etwropean Newspaper Is
Dalightful.” review of The Imperfectionists,
- Times Laerary Supplement. April 9, 2010, Ed Cumming, review of The imperfectionists p. 21.

Toronto Star, June 13, 2010, "Ink-Stained Wretches, Ficlion; & Debut Novel from an Ex-Reporter Is Earning
Applause from Newsroom Denizens Everywhere," review of The lmperfectionists, p. 6.

« TFuisa World, May 23, 2010, "Perfect Portrail of an "Imperfect World," review of The inperfechionists.

« UUSA Today, May 20, 2010, "Book Buzz: What's New on the List and in Publishing.” p. 04.

- Washingtan Post Eook World May 1, 2010, Louis Bayard, review of The Imperfectionists.

ONLINE

+ Blogeribcs. hitpr#blogeritics.org! (May 29, 2010). Scolt Butkl, author interview,
+ Three Guys One Book. hitg:#threeguysonebook.com? {December 8, 2010), review of The imperfectionists.
» Tom Rackman Homes Page, hitp #tomrachman.com {(Cecember 6, 2010).

QTHER

. Al Things Considered (radio ranscriph), August 19, 2010, Robert Slege!, "Short Stories to Die For: The Art of
the 'Obituaries.” author interview.”

Source:  Contemporary Auifiars Crine, 2011

Gale Database:  Contemporary Authors Online

Gale Document Number:  GALE|H21528618

Source Citation: " Tom Rachman.” 2011, Books & Authors. Gala. Gale internal User 26 Feb
2073 <hilp Hbna.galegroup con/bnalstart do?p=BNAZu=gale>
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Published Reviews:

Title :

Rachman, Tom. The Imperfectionists
Source !

Library Journal 13416 - pg.58(1)
Document Type :

Book reviaw

Book review, bookreviewt.

Rachman, Tom. The Imperfeciionists. Dial, Feb. 2010, 320p. ISBN 978-0-385-34386-4, §25,

Now here's a tale that hits home: AP foreign correspondent Rachman crafis the story of & failing English-
language newspaper based in Rome, where he now lives.

Gale Document Numhber:GALE|AZ10099245 Hide

Title :

The Imperfectionists

Source :

Publishers Weekly 256.48 |1 pg.25(1)
Document Type :

Book review

Book review, hookreview?.

* The Imperfectionists Tom Rachman. Dial, $25 (288p) ISBN 978-0385-34366-4

In his zinger of a debul, Rachman deftly applies his experience as foreign correspondent and editor o
chart the goingson at a scrappy English-language newspaper in Rome. Chapters read like exguisite short
stores, turning out the intersecting lives of the men and women who produce the paper--and ane woman
who reads it religiously. if belatedly. In the opening chapter, aging, dissolute Pans correspondent Lloyd
Burko pressures his estranged scn to leak information from the French Foreign Ministry, and in the
process unearths startling family fare that won't sell a single edition. Obit writer Arthur Gopal, whose
"overarching geal at the paper is indalence,” encounters persanal tragedy and, with it, unexpected career
ambition. Late in the hook, as the paper buckles, recently laid-off copy editor Dave Belling seduces the
CFO who fired him, Throughout, the founding publisher's progeny stagger under a heritage they don't
understand. As the ragtag staff faces down the implications of the paper's tilt inte oblivion, there are more
than enough sublime moments, unexpectad turns and sheer inky wretchedness to warrant putting this on
the shelf next to other great newspaper novels. (Apr.)

Gale Document Number:GALE|AZ13957707 Hide
Title .

Rachman, Tom: THE IMPERFECTIONISTS
Source :

Kirkus Reviews . .. pg.(1)

Document Type !

Book review

Book review, bookreview3.

Rachman, Tom THE IMPERFECTIONISTS Dial (Adult FICTICN) $525.00 Feb. 1, 2010 ISBN: 978-0-385-
343654

An English-language newspaper headquartered in Rome brings together a strongly imagined cast of
characters in journalist Rachman’s first novel.



Lioyd Burko used to be a stringer living in Paris. He's still in Paris, bui now he's just an unpoverished
former journalist who pretends to have a computer and whose latest wife has moved in with the guy
across the hall. Arthur Gopal is languishing as an obituary writer untll a death in his own ife enables his
advancement by grasing his humanity. Hardy Benjamin is a business writer, savvy and knowledgeable
ahout corporate finance but utterly hapless in romance. What they have in cormimon is the never-named
paper. whose history is doled out in brief chapters beginning in 1953, The novel's rich representation of
expatriate existence surely benefits from the author's experiences as an AR correspondent in Rome and
an editor at the International Herald Tribune in Paris; his thoroughly unglamaorous depictions of newsroom
cubicles and editerial offices will resonate with anyone who's had a corporate job. But, while the
newspapser is its unifying factor, the narrative's heart beais with the people who work there, Rachinan's
ability to create a diverse group of fully formed individuals is remarkable. Characters range from a kid just
out of college who learns the hard way that he doesn't want to be a reporter. to an italian diplomat’s
widow. Some are instantly sympathetic, others hard to like. Each is vivid and compeling in his ar her own
way. Thea individual stories work well independently, even better as the author skillfully weaves them
tegether. Cameo appearances become significant when informed by everything the reader already knows
about a character who flits in and out of ancther's story. The novelisn't perfect. The interpolated chapters
aoocut the papar's past aren't very interesting; the final entry ends with a ghastly shack; and the postscript
is too cute. Nevertheless, it's a very strong debut.

Funny, humane and artful.

Gale Document Number:GALEIA214551987 Hide

Title :

Rachman, Tom. The Imperfectionists
Source :

Library Journal 1351 . pg.92(1)
Document Type :

Book review

Book review, bockreviewd,

~~ Rachman, Tom. The Imperfecticnists. Dial: Random. Feb. 2010 288p. ISBN §78-0-385-34366-4. $25 F

At the Caffe Greco in Rome, circa 1853, Atlanta financier Cyrus Ott makes an offer that can't be refused.
He will establish an international English-language newspaper to be run in Italy by Betty, the woman he
once loved, and her hushand, Leo, a hack writer for a Chicago daily. Within the huilding's walls an entire
history of the print news business plays out over a 50-year span as writers, editors, and accountants grow
in professional stature, squander their reputations, and fade into ohsolescence. A former editor for the
Paris branch of the Intematicnal Herald Tribuna, Rachman makes ouistanding use of his credentials to
place readers in the center of a newsroom so palpable ane can hear the typewrniters clacking and feel the
uncormfortable undercurrent of professicnal jealousy among the writers jockeying for position. Navigating
the minefields of relationships. parenthood, loneliness, and failure. each realistically imperfect character,
developed through intimate, candid detail, becomes a story unte himself{or harself). VERDICT With its
avocative ltalian setling and its timely handling of an industry in flux, this polished, sophisticated debut
can be relished in one silling or read piecemeal as a satisfying series of vignettes linkad by histarical
references to the Ott family empire. Buy it, read it, talk it up. [See Prepub Alert, L 10/ 1/09 1--Sally Bisseil,
l.ee Cty. Lib. Syst., Ft. Myers, FL

Gale Document Number:GALE|A217510750 Hide
Title :

The Imperfectionists
Source :



The New Yorker 86.11 @ pg.77(1)
Document Type !

Book review

Book review, bookreviewb.

This acute debut portrays the world of neurctic journalists--"as touchy as cabaret performers and as
stubborn as factory machinists”--at an English-language paper in Rome. Vignettes introduce us to various
characters: a naive Cairo stringer; an obituary writer unable fo addrass the death of his daughter; a canny
husiness writer blind to the scam in her love life; and a corrections editor who is crusading in the office but
kindly outside of it. The ironies may sound obvious, but Rachman, a former editor for the International
Herald Tribune, paints the characters’ small dramas and private disappointments with humanity and
humor. Throughout, italicized asides take us through fifty years of the "stolidly black-and-white” paper's
history, from heyday to decline.

Title :

Paperback Row

Source :

The New Yark Times Book Review . Arts and Entertainment: pg.20{L)}{1)
Document Type :

Bock review

Book review, bookreviews.

THE WPERFECTIONISTS, by Tom Rachman(Dial. $15 )This intricate frst novel is built around the world
of neurctic journalists - "as touchy as cabaret performers and as stubborn as factory machinists” - at an
unnamed English-language newspaper in Rome. Rachman, a London-born jeurnalist who has lived and
worked all aver the world. devotes each chapter to a particular staff member (o1, in one case, a reader},
from the editor in chief on down to a copy editor. "The novel is alternately hilarious and hearl-wrenching,
and it's assembled like a Rubik's Cube,” Christopher Buckley wrote in the Book Review.

Gale Document Number:GALE|AZ46038446 Hide
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» GALE

v CEHORGE Learnirg™

Read-a-Likes

Communlty Rating <& & w0 A

Hardcover
0385343663 Trade Cloth
9780385343664 Trade Cloth

The Imperfectionists (2010)

THE
DRAGON -
THITOY -
TR STIEG
LARSSON

Field of Blood {(Mina, Denise) (zo005)

Wannabe journalist Patricia "Paddy" Meehan, who struggles with issues of
morality, works as a copygirl

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2008) AWARD WINNER

This novel, published posthumously, is the first of a trilogy of crime novels set in
modern-day Sweden.

AWARD WINNER

Foreign Affairs (Lurie, Alison} (1984}

Two American academics are alone in London, Virginia Miner, an Anglophile,
feels as though she's come

French Lessons (2011)

In French Lessons , author Ellen Sussman tells the story of three Americans
touring Paris, France. Josie,

Zoo Station (2007)

In 1939, freelance journalist John Russell is living in Berlin and trying not to
cause any trouble. An

Nemesis (Roth, Philip) (2010)

Philip Roth's Nemesis tells the story of Bucky Cantor, a young man who works
as a playground director

http://bna.galegroup.com/bna/book_tab?page=readlikes&arg=M... 2/26/2013
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anee The Once and Future Con (2005)

ven
(ST PN

CTE NI T
Freelance journalist and hapless amateur sleuth Nick Madrid and his friend
Bridget Frost, a.k.a. the

The Incident Report (2009)

Martha Baillie's The Incident Report takes on the format of more than 140 short
reports that recount

The Uncoupling (2011)

In the town of Stellar Plains, New Jersey, strange things are happening among
the women. A carefree new

The Foreign Correspondent (2006)

In Paris in 1939, an Italian/Slavic journalist named Cario Weisz makes his
home, working as a foreign

Born Yesterday: The News as a Novel (2008)

Artist, journalist, and true-crime writer Gordon Burn delivers a unigque and
modern novel about events

The New Republic (z012)

A man fights for popularity and success in the midst of terrorism and journalistic
deadlines in this

Chronic City (z0009)

Chase Insteadman was once a child star who made the world laugh in a top-
rated sitcom. As of late, however,

http://bna.galegroup.com/bna/book_tab?page=readlikes&arg=M... 2/26/2013
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The Case of the General's Thumb (2012)

A thumbless corpse sparks an international investigation in this suspenseful and
darkly humorous mystery

PAUL
USTER

|

Sunset Park (2010)

In Sunset Park , author Paul Auster explores how the financial meltdown of
2008 affects a group of young

Brodeck's Report (2010)

Brodeck is a shy man still struggling te piece his life back togsther after
surviving a concentration

13, rue Therese (2011}

In Elena Mauli Shapira's 13, rue Therese , Trevor Stratton is an American man
employed by a college

THE The Dead Hour (2006)

{ Young journalist Paddy Meehan is hoping to make it off the dreaded night shift.
- Nightly, she listens

©2008 Cengage Learning

http://bna.galegroup.com/bna/book_tab?page=readlikes&arg=M... 2/26/2013



