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SUMMARY:

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:Elizabeth Strout is the author of Abide with Me,
a national bestseller and Book Sense pick, and Amy and Isabelle, which
won the Los Angeles Times Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction and
the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize. She has also been a finalist for the
PEN/Faulkner Award and the Orange Prize in England. Ier short stories
have been published in a number of magazines, including The New
Yorker and O. The Oprah Magazine. She is on the faculty of the MFA
program at Queens University in Charlotte, North Carolina, and lives in
New York City.

CONVERSATION STARTERS :

L.

Do you like Olive Kitteridge as a person?

2,

Have you ever met anyone like Olive Kitteridge, and if so, what
similarities do you see between that person and Olive?

3.

How would you say Olive changed as a person during the course of the
book?

4,

Discuss the theme of suicide. Which characters are most affected (or
fascinated) by the idea of killing themselves?

http://www.readinggroupchoices.com/search/details_print.cfm?id... 1/22/2013



SUMMARY

At times stern, at other times patient, at times perceptive, at other times in sad denial, Ohve
Kitteridge, a retired schoolteacher, deplores the changes in her little town of Crosby, Maine, and
in the world at large, but she doesn't always recognize the changes in those around her: a lounge
musician haunted by a past romance; a former student who has lost the will to live; Olive's own
adult child, who feels tyrannized by her irrational sensitivities; and her husband, Henry, who
finds his loyalty to his marriage both a blessing and a curse.

As the townspeople grapple with their problems, mild and dire, Olive is brought to a deeper
understanding of herself and her life-sometimes paintully, but always with ruthless honesty.
Olive Kitteridge offers profound insights into the human condition—its conflicts, ifs tragedies and
joys, and the endurance it requires.
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Title: “avorite fictional characters: 4 accomplished writers weigh in on
the skillfully imagined people who refuse to fade away
Source: The Briter 2T (TR, 20107 Bl ettt

Document Type: Article

Full Text: COPYRIGHT 2012 Kalmbach Publishing Company
http://corporate.kalmbach.com/

Full Text:

ASSUMING HE'S SPEAKING (with his usual eloquence) for our other fine
respondents, we'll give a member of The Writers Editorial Board the opening word on
what guided his choice of favorite fictional characters. "Indelibility" writes Arthur
Plotnik, "distinguishes my favorite characters; they remain with me even if their stories
fade--or fail. Why? Because they rose above type, had heart, had style, or had me in
tears or stitches."

Arthur Plotnik's latest of eight books is Better Than Great: A Plenitudinous
Compendium of Wallopingly Fresh Superlatives.

Bypassing the unforgettables of the literary canon--the Madame Bovarys and the
Captain Ahabs--I'll offer some more modern favorites. lrritable, sarcastic, indomitable
Mohun Biswas (in A House for Mr. Biswas by V. S. Naipaul) is the ultimate character
who strives against great odds (poverty and in-laws from hell) to achieve a worthwhile
goal (a house of his own). Trinidadian-Indian inflections elevate his cutting remarks to
jolly music, overriding his flaws.

Milky Yoo-Hoo-type beverages will always remind me of teen drug-dealer Ronald
"Strike" Dunham (in Clockers by Richard Price) drinking them for an ulcer induced by
police and a drug boss. Such quirky touches, Strike's sensitivity and his ebullient street
patter won this reader.
[ Big-boned, sharp-tongued Olive Kitteridge (in Olive Kitteridge) transcends her
literary type--hard outside, vulnerable inside--thanks to Elizabeth Strout's precision
brushstrokes in these stories of a retired, no-nonsense Maine math teacher, ever
forthright, but human. I hear Olive saying "Oh, for God's sake!" whenever things go
annoyingly awry.

Stevens, the consummate British butler in The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro,
draws us into his internal conflict--between impeccable loyalty to a boorish aristocrat
and long-subjugated personal longings--narrated in an indelible mannered diction: "l
must say, this business of bantering is not a duty I feel I can ever discharge with
enthusiasm."
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Source: Buack Stage, National ed.. 51.16 (Apr. 22, 2010): p39.
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Full Text: COPYRIGHT 2010 e5 Global Media, LLC
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Full Text:

NEW

Z Space Studio/Word for Word Performing Arts Company is casting Olive Kitteridge
by Elizabeth Stout. Joel Mullennix, dir.; JoAnne Winter, artistic dir. Rehearsals start
July 19. Performances run Sept. 1-26 with a possible extension to Oct. 3.

Seeking--Henry: male, 50s-70s, Olive's husband of many, many years, very well liked
and suffers the sometimes abrasive treatment from his wife very good-naturedly,
personable, polite, generous; Jack: male, 50s-70s, stuffy Harvard graduate, vaguely
elitist, is left very lonely and vulnerable by the death of his long-time wife, has a rocky
relationship with his lesbian daughter, which bothers him. Note: "Any actor cast will
likely play several roles, as per the usual Word for Word style, however we are secking
two male actors to play two important and principal roles in addition to others."

Nonrequired principal auditions will be held by appt. only Apr. 25, 10 am.-6 p.m. at Z
Space Theatre, 450 Florida St., San Francisco. A monitor will not be provided. The
producer will run all aspects of this audition. There is little parking in the
neighborhood, come early or take public transport. You will be given sides and are
encouraged to read the sides and the stories in advance. To schedule an audition appt.,
email your pix & resumes to zspace(@zpace.org or call Kathleen at (415) 626-0453,
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.n.-5 p.m. Equity Bay Area Theatre Contract ($413/wk.) (I'irst posted
04/22/10)

Souree Citation (MLA 7 Edition)
"Olive Kitteridge'." Back Stage, National ed. 22 Apr. 2010: 39. General Reference
Center GOLD. Web. 22 Jan. 2013.

Document URL
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/i.do?id=GALE%
T7CA226582517&v=2.1&u=lom_accessmich&it=r&p=GRGM&sw=w

Gale Document Number: GALE|A226582517
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Full Text: COPYRIGHT 2009 Library Journals, LLC. A wholly owned subsidiary of
Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
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Full Text:

Readers turn to fiction to satisfy an ongoing curiosity about why people act they way
they do. The best fiction writers reveal the workings of the human heart through
believable characters about whom readers care. Once we buy into a cast of characters,
we no longer experience a particular story as fiction but as a unique world that is real
and true. The following six authors brilliantly provide that service, introducing through
their works people who are always interesting and, though not always likable, are
guaranteed to take our minds off of the real-life characters who challenge our patience
and compel us to seek escape through fiction.

Being the source of this compelling array of strong, nuanced, and very real characters,
a geographically distinctive setting, and spare and lovely writing, it 1s not surprising
that Elizabeth Strout was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2009 for OLIVE
KITTERIDGE (Random. 2008. ISBN 978-0-8129-7183-5. pap. $14). Strout sets her
collection of interconnected short stories primarily in seaside Maine. The eponymous
Olive Kitteridge is a smart, blunt, short-tempered teacher who has suffered some
difficult times, beginning with the suicide of her father when she was a young girl.
Olive continues to be battered by loss but keeps coming back to embrace life and
remain open to new experiences, including an unexpected, Republican lover.

Caitlin Macy's short story collection, SPOILED (Random. 2009. ISBN 978-14000-
6199-0. $24), focuses on a youngish set of, yes, somewhat spoiled characters. These
consciously cool urbanites are painfully self-aware yet surprisingly sympathetic. In
"The Red Coat," Trish, who has made it up the marital ladder in Manhattan, is annoyed
by the pride taken by her young Russian house cleaner in her dashing red coat. In a fit
of umbrage when she and her maid end up drinking at the same bar, Trish steals the
beloved possession.

Filled with humor and ridiculous moments, Deirdre Shaw's LOVE OR SOMETHING
LIKE IT (Random. 2009. ISBN 978-1-4000-6770-1. $22) also focuses on the young
and not fully formed. Lacey Brennan, an East Coast girl, falls hard for Toby and
quickly moves across the country to Los Angeles to marry the man whom she expects
to be the love of her life. When Lacey's marriage and work life simultaneously
disintegrate, she needs to figure out who she is, what she wants to be, and how she
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Crhical Mransoe

"Perceptive, deeply empathetic . . . Olive is the axis arocund
which these thirteen complex, relentlessly human narratives
spin themselves intc Elizabeth Strout’s unforgettable novel in
stories."”

- {3: The Qprah Magazine

"Fiction lovers, remember this name: Qlive Kitteridge. . . .
You'll never forget her. . . . [Elizabeth Strout] constructs her
stories with rich irony and moments of genuine surprise and
intense emotion. . . . Glorious, powerful stuff.”

— SA Today

"Funny, wicked and remorseful, Mrs. Kitteridge is a
compelling life force, a red-blocded criginal. When she's not
onstage, we lcok forward to her return. The book is a page-
turner because of her.”

~ San Francisco Chronicls

"Qlive Kitteridge still lingers in memory like a treasured
photogragh.”
- Seattle Post-Tntelligencer

http://www.readinggroupguides.com/guides o/olive_kitteridgel.... 1/22/2013
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