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Summary

The Sun Also Rises is one of Ernest Hemingway's masterpieces and a classic example
of his spare but powerful style. A poignant look at the disillusionment and angst of
the post-World War I generation, the story introduces two of Hemingway's most
unforgettable characters: Jake Barnes and Lady Brett Ashley.

Jake Barnes, an American newspaperman emasculated by a wound suffered in Italy
during World War I, is living and working in Paris in the expatriate community. He
takes friends Bill Gorton, Lady Brett Ashley (whom Jake loves), her fiance, Mike
Campbell, and Robert Cohn (also in love with Brett) to Spain for trout fishing and
bullfighting during the festival of San Fermin in Pamplona.

Tensions mount among Campbell, Cohn, and Barnes over Brett and intensify as she
falls in love with Pedro Romero, a nineteen-year-old bullfighter. At the end of the
festival, Brett leaves with Romero, Bill returns to Paris, Mike goes to St. Jean de Luz,
and Jake goes to San Sebastian for a respite soon ended when he receives a
telegram from Brett. Jake goes immediately to her aid in Madrid, where he finds her
momentarily remorseful and evading truth about Romero and her relationship with

Jake.

First published in 1926, The Sun Also Rises helped to establish Hemingway as one of
the greatest writers of the twentieth century
(From the publisher.)

Author Bio
e Birth—July 21, 1899

* Where—Oak Park, Illinois

e Death—July 02, 1961

* Where—Ketchum, Idaho

e Education—Oak Park & River Forest High School
* Awards—Pulitzer Prize, 1952; Nobel Prize, 1954



Ernest Hemingway did more to change the style of English prose than any other
writer in the twentieth century, and for his efforts he was awarded the Nobel Prize in
1954. Hemingway wrote in short, declarative sentences and was known for his
tough, terse prose. His main protagonists were always men and women of courage
and conviction, who suffered unseen scars, both physical and emotional.

Hemingway was born July 21, 1899, in Oak Park, Illinois. After graduation from high
school, he moved to Kansas City, Missouri, where he worked briefly for the Kansas
City Star. Failing to qualify for the United States Army because of poor eyesight, he
enlisted with the American Red Cross to drive ambulances in Italy. He was severely
wounded on the Austrian front on July 9, 1918. Following recuperation in a Milan
hospital, he returned home and became a freelance writer for the Toronto Star.

In December of 1921, he sailed to France and joined an expatriate community of
writers and artists in Paris while continuing to write for the Toronto Star. He began
his fiction career with "little magazines" and small presses, which led to a volume of
short stories, In Our Time (1925).

Then, as a novelist, he gained international fame: The Sun Also Rises (1926) and A
Farewell to Arms (1929) established Hemingway as the most important and
influential fiction writer of his generation. He covered the Spanish Civil War,
portraying it in fiction in his brilliant novel For Whom the Bell Tolls, (1940), which
continued to affirm his extraordinary career. He subsequently covered World War II.

Hemingway's highly publicized life gave him unrivaled celebrity as a literary figure.
He became an authority on the subjects of his art: trout fishing, bullfighting, big-
game hunting, and deep-sea fishing, and the cultures of the regions in which he set
his work—France, Italy, Spain, Cuba, and Africa.

The Old Man and the Sea (1952) earned him the Pulitzer Prize and was instrumental
in his being awarded the Nobel Prize in 1954. Hemingway died in Ketchum, Idaho, on
July 2, 1961. (Adapted from the publisher.)

Book Reviews
(Older works have few, if any, mainstream press reviews online. See Amazon and
Barnes & Noble for helpful customer reviews.)

No amount of analysis can convey the quality of The Sun Also Rises. It is a truly
gripping story, told in a lean, hard, athletic narrative prose that puts more literary
English to shame. Mr. Hemingway knows how not only to make words be specific but
how to arrange a collection of words which shall betray a great deal more than is to
be found in the individual parts. It is magnificent writing, filled with that organic
action which gives a compelling picture of character. This novel is unqguestionably one
of the events of an unusually rich year in history.

New York Times (11/31/1926)



Discussion Questions

1. When Jake Barnes rebuffs the prostitute Georgette because he is "sick," she says,
"Everybody's sick. I'm sick, too" (p.23). Is Georgette's observation an appropriate
description of the people in the novel? Why is Jake's emasculating wound such an
effective symbol?

2. When Jake and Bill walk during the Paris evening looking at Notre Dame, watching
young lovers, and savoring cooking smells, Jake asks whether Bill would like a drink.
Why does Bill respond, "No...I don't need it" (p. 83)? Why does Jake say that for
Cohn the Bayonne cathedral was "a very good example of something or other" (p.
96)?

3. Is Jake and Bill's fishing trip to Burguete relevant to the epigraph from
Ecclesiastes? How do their conversations in Burguete differ from those they have
back in Pamplona? How do Robert's, Mike's, and Brett's absences from the fishing
trip set them apart from Jake and Bill? Why is the Englishman Harris included in the
Burguete scene?

4. How would you describe Jake Barnes's relationship with Brett? Does he love her;
understand her? Is his view of Brett constant? How does he see her at the close of
the novel? What does he mean when he says, "Isn't it pretty to think so," when
Brett tells him that they "could have had such a damned good time together" (p.
251)?

5. If Hemingway's novel is about "the lost generation," do we conclude that all five
of the persons who have gone to Pamplona are lost? Is there evidence that moral or
spiritual cleansing ever takes place in the novel?

(Questions issued by publisher.)
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