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Free entertainment for all ages! Bring a blanket,
come early and have a picnic. Or grab dinner at
one of the local restaurants, then enjoy the
show. These programs are made possible
through the generosity of the Farmington
Friends of the Library, the Farmington
Downtown Development Authority, Chemical
Bank, Zap Zone and DropAquatics.
Wednesday, June 21, Eric Litwin
Wednesday, July 5, Cirque Amongus
Wednesday, July 19, Jason Abbott
Wednesday, Aug. 2, Randy Kaplan
Wednesday, Aug. 16, Detroit’s Children’s Choir
Riley Park in Downtown Farmington at 7 p.m.
In case of inclement weather a concert may be moved to the
Farmington Branch Library. Please call (248) 553-0321, ext. 220, after
5:30p.m. the night of the performance to find out the location.

Tales, Tunes and Tots Ages 1-5 years with an adult
Stories, songs, and musical activities. Siblings welcome. No registration.
Main Library Auditorium: Thursdays, June 15, 29; July 13, 7 p.m.

Lunch with Trucks
Sponsored by the cities of Farmington/Farmington Hills
Bring your lunch and check out the heavy machinery,
look for hidden trucks among the vehicles, take part in a
book dig and enjoy a snack from the scoop of a truck.
Take a picture next to the truck’s tire; will you be bigger than the tire?
Farmington Branch Parking Lot: Monday, June 19, 12-2 p.m.

Pavilion Story Time - In Downtown Farmington
Join us for an outdoor story time! After, stay for some fun playing with our
toys. Sundquist Pavilion in Riley Park: Thursdays, June 22, 29; July, 6, 13, 27,
11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Find additional information on these events and more at www.farmlib.org/events
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Books for Busy Bees
You can find these featured books at the Library, buy
them at the bookstore, or support the Friends of the
Library by purchasing through our Amazon affiliate link
(http://amzn.to/1LSjv2M).

Board Books
Croyle, Paula. WHO LIVES HERE?
Katz, Karen. WHERE IS BABY’S YUMMY TUMMY?
Low, William. DAYTIME NIGHTTIME

Musgrave, Susan. MORE BLUEBERRIES!
Parrish, Emma. FLUTTERBY BUTTERFLY

Picture Books
Cabrera, Jane. THERE WAS AN OLD WOMAN WHO LIVED IN A
SHOE. Unlike the nursery rhyme character, Cabrera’s old
woman is loving and knows exactly what to do, finding creative
solutions to all the difficulties experienced by her many children
and pets.
Clarke, Jane. WHO WOKE THE BABY? The baby gorilla, that is.
This rhyming cumulative tale involving several jungle animals will
reveal the complicated answer.
Fliess, Sue. CALLING ALL CARS. Animal drivers steer brightly
colored cars with different sizes, shapes and functions over a
curvy road all day long until night falls.
Long, Ethan. LION & TIGER & BEAR: TAG! YOU’RE IT! Bear and
Tiger want to play with Lion. Will he ever stop painting a picture
and play with them??? After making himself “extremely
unavailable,” Lion agrees to a compromise.
Maynor, Megan. ELLA AND PENGUIN STICK TOGETHER. A good
friend will be brave even during the scariest of life’s
moments… like going into a dark closet to see some new glow-inthe-dark stickers. Penguin is that kind of friend—after he
unsuccessfully tries all the less-scary alternatives.
Steggall, Susan. FIRST WHEELS. COLORS. A fun way for fans of
construction vehicles to learn 10 different colors. Youngsters can
also turn a cardboard wheel inside for more hands-on learning.
Wilson, Steve. HEDGEHUGS. Best friends Horace and Hattie like
to do many things together, but there is one thing they cannot
do. Because they are so spiky, they cannot give each other a hug.
Not for lack of trying, though! A delightful story of friendship and
creative problem-solving.
Busy Bee Bulletin
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Head, Shoulders, Bees and Toes
Friend of Mine
Sung to: "Mary Had A Little Lamb"
Will you be a friend of mine,
Friend of mine, friend of mine?
Will you be a friend of mine
and fly a kite with me?
[Additional verses: “play catch,”
“jump rope,” “paint pictures,” etc.]

Different Friends
Sung to: "Row, Row, Row Your
Boat"
Love, love, love your friends,
Different as they seem.
Playing, laughing,
joking, helping,
True friends are like a
dream!

And my friends are your friends.
The more we get together,
The happier we’ll be.
[Additional verses: “read,”
“sing,”etc.]
Car Song
Sung to: “The
Farmer in the Dell”
We’re riding in the car.
We’re riding in the car.
Hi-ho, away we go!
We’re riding in the car.
We’re riding, oh, so far!
We’re riding, oh, so far!
Hi-ho, away we go!
We’re riding, oh, so far!

If you're friendly and you know it,
And you really want to show it,
If you're friendly and you know it,
Clap your hands!
This Is The Way We Build A House
Sung to: “Mulberry Bush”
This is the way we measure the
boards,
Measure the board, measure the
boards.
This is the way we measure the
boards,
When we build a house.
[Additional verses: “saw,” “sand,”
“hammer,” and “paint”]

If You're Friendly...
The More We Get Together
Sung to: "If You're Happy and You
The more we get together,
Know It"
Together, together,
If you're friendly and you know it,
The more we get together,
Clap your hands.
The happier we’ll be.
If you're friendly and you know it,
’Cause your friends are my friends, Clap your hands.

Baby Bees: Play Away!
You might think it is difficult to “play” with an infant. However, in the article “How to Play
with Babies,” published April 18, 2016 on the Zero to Three website (https://www.zerotothree.org/
resources/1080-how-to-play-with-babies), caregivers are reminded that, for babies approximately two
months old, “play is not just about toys, it’s about back-and-forth interactions—anything from singing a song
to your baby as you change his diaper, to cooing and smiling back and forth with him.”
What are other ways to interact playfully with infants? The article suggests:


Move an intriguing object slowly from side to side so baby’s eyes can follow.



Put a mobile or rattle close enough so baby can kick or hit it.



Let baby touch objects with interesting textures.

“Playing” with infants helps them learn skills and concepts. The Farmington Community Library provides
many resources to help you “play” with babies. They range from books in our Parenting and Parent/Teacher
collections to “Smart Start” kits (bags containing age-appropriate books, music and toys). Check some out
soon to stimulate the babies in your life!
Great Ideas from the Farmington Community Library
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Read It Again!
Parents and teachers have all heard the request of “Read it again!”
Sometimes those words might make you groan, but there are good
reasons for you to pick up the same book and read it multiple times.
Vocabulary: Rereading the same book allows a child to increase
his/her vocabulary more than reading many stories: repetition is
necessary to allow the child to learn the new words. It is common for
lines to be memorized by the listener and in turn for the listener to
learn how to read those words!
Comprehension: With each additional reading, a child learns more
about the story and its meaning. Understanding deepens when new
things are noticed in the story.
Reading books in a series also builds comprehension since the child
can recognize familiar characters.
Confidence: Children listening to a favorite story are aware of what
is coming and can enjoy the predictability. Confidence is built-in
knowing the story’s sequence. Rereading provides a chance for the
child to learn reading skills such as how fast to read, how to
understand punctuation, and about expression.
Children learn through repetition. Rereading books makes children
happy while expanding their vocabulary, building their confidence and enhancing comprehension. Grab a
book and read it again!
The 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten program at the Farmington Community Library encourages parents to
read often to their children. Books can be read and reread for the program. Teachers, please encourage
your students’ parents to participate. Parents, are your preschoolers signed up yet? Teachers and parents,
we look forward to seeing you at the library and are happy to help you choose materials.

Summer Reading 2017: “Build A Better World”
Starting June 3, infants through fifth-graders can join Farmington
Community Library’s Summer Reading Club, featuring the theme “Build a
Better World.” Those who complete 12 hours of reading will earn prizes,
including a free book at our Scholastic Book Fair! And, for prekindergarten readers, Summer Reading Club participation also counts
toward 1000 Books totals. Join us at our official kick-off events for
children, teens, and adults to pick up your reading logs and enjoy fun
activities or pick up a reading log anytime June 3– July 16, 2017.
Farmington Branch Meeting Room: Saturday, June 3, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Main Library Children’s Program Room: Saturday, June 3, 2-4 p.m.

Busy Bee Bulletin
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Bee Crafty!
Duplo Block Stamping
What You Will Need:
Duplo blocks
Paint
Paint trays
Paper towels or sponges
Paper

http://bit.ly/2k743w7

Directions:
Soak folded paper towels or sponges with paint (watered
down a bit, if necessary) and place in trays.
Press Duplo blocks into paint, then onto the paper.
Experiment with stamping all sides of the Duplo blocks.

Constructing a Neighborhood
What You Will Need:
Corrugated cardboard
Scissors or X-Acto knife
Crayons or markers
Butcher paper
Black construction paper, cut in long strips several inches wide
White chalk
Glue stick
Toy people, animals, cars/trucks, traffic signs (optional)
Directions:
Lay a sheet of butcher paper on a table or the floor.
Cut an equal number of building shapes and 1”x3” rectangles from
corrugated cardboard.
With chalk, draw lane markings on strips of black construction paper.
Glue construction paper streets onto butcher paper.
Color buildings with crayons and/or markers.
Slide a cardboard rectangle half-way through the slit in the base of
each building, so it will stand up.
Position buildings along streets.
Add toy people, animals, cars/trucks and traffic signs, if you like.

http://bit.ly/2jkgCQy

READ: ALL THROUGH MY
TOWN by Jean Reidy

Great Ideas from the Farmington Community Library
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Bee Crafty!
Dump Truck

What You Will Need:
A copy of the above truck
Glue
Small items for the truck to haul: colorful tissue paper, small pebbles, sequins and
the like
Directions:
Color the truck.
Glue items to the top of the dumping bed or spilling out of it.

Busy Bee Bulletin
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by Sherri Duskey Rinker
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Bee Crafty!

Tool Belts
What You Will Need:
Tool printouts from: http://bit.ly/2iWgXwu
Crayons
Scissors
Construction paper (black or brown) cut in long, three-inchwide strips
Glue
Tape
Directions:
Color the tools.
Cut them out.
Using construction paper strips, make a band that fits around
the waist, with enough overlap for fastening.
Glue tools to the center third of the paper band.
With tools in front, tape the ends of the paper band together
in back to hold the tool belt on.

http://bit.ly/2jluvyn

Pool Noodles and Shaving Cream
What You Will Need:
Serrated knife or scissors
Pool noodles (cut into segments and half-circles)
Shaving cream
Plastic spreading utensils like knives or spatulas
Directions:
Spread shaving cream on some of the pool noodle pieces.
Build towers and other structures from pool noodle pieces, using
shaving cream as mortar.
Think about why some buildings stand up
and others fall down.

http://bit.ly/2k96G0Z

READ: THE CONSTRUCTION
CREW by Lynn Meltzer

Great Ideas from the Farmington Community Library
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Bee Crafty!
Slide Painting
What You Will Need:
Small slide
Plastic tub (large enough for the front end of the slide to fit into)
Butcher paper
Masking tape
Toy vehicles with wheels
Washable paints
Directions:
Put the front end of the slide in the plastic tub.
Line the slide, top to bottom, with butcher paper.
Tape the paper down to secure it.
Place some dollops of paint on the paper at the top of the slide.
Put a vehicle in a dollop of paint and push it down the slide.
What kind of tracks does it make?

http://bit.ly/1TQtq05

Liquid Chalk
What You Will Need:
Spray bottles
Cornstarch
Baking soda
Washable liquid watercolors
Stirring implement
Vinegar (optional)
Squirt bottle (optional)
Directions:
Mix together roughly equal amounts of baking soda and cornstarch.
Fill each spray bottle 1/3 of the way with this mixture.
Add a few drops of washable liquid watercolors, then very warm water
up to the bottlenecks.
Stir thoroughly and screw on the spray tops.
Shake well each time before spraying on sidewalks or driveways.
To make liquid chalk “fizz,” squirt on some vinegar.
Busy Bee Bulletin
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Bee Crafty!
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Bee Curious!
Egyptian Architecture
What You Will Need:
Water
Yellow food coloring
Small bowl
Tray
Sugar cubes
Eye dropper
Directions:
Mix some water with a few drops of yellow food coloring in the small
bowl.
On the tray, build a stepped pyramid from sugar cubes.
Use the eyedropper to tint sugar cubes yellow with the colored water.

http://bit.ly/2j9K6pr

Build and Measure Block Center
What You Will Need:
Ruled duct tape or a yard stick
Small building blocks of any type (plastic, wooden, etc.)
Directions:
Adhere the duct tape to a wall as shown at left. Or lean a yardstick
against a wall.
Build block towers next to the ruled duct tape or yard stick.
How high can you make your high-rises?

READ: REX WRECKS IT!
by Ben Clanton

http://bit.ly/2jWRwte
Busy Bee Bulletin
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Bee Active!
Animal Track Jump
What You Will Need:
Sidewalk chalk (in assorted colors)
Directions:
Draw a line of paw prints on a sidewalk.
Make several in one color, then a different number in
another color, until your line is the desired length.
Ways to Play:
 Count the paws you jump on—within each color
group, or from the beginning to the end of the
entire line.
 Call out the colors of the paws you jump on.
 Or just jump forward and backward from paw to
paw.
http://bit.ly/2jWRFNb

DIY Velcro Catch Ball
What You Will Need:
Two inexpensive knit winter gloves
Adhesive-backed Velcro circles
Hollow plastic balls with cutouts
Directions:
Stick the “hook” parts of about six Velcro circles on the ball,
distributing them evenly.
Put on one knit glove.
How to play:
Catch the ball in your gloved hand.
Then pull the ball off the glove and throw it back to your partner
with your bare hand.

http://bit.ly/2kq5bJa
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Did You Know?

Fly Swatter Painting
What You Will Need:
Butcher or bulletin board paper
Masking tape
Paint (two or more colors)
Cookie sheet or other large tray
Clean fly swatters
Directions:
Tape a large sheet of butcher or bulletin
board paper to an outside wall or fence.
Place paint on a cookie sheet or other large
tray.
Dip fly swatters in the paint.
Smack fly swatters on the paper to create
designs.
http://bit.ly/2kpWvm0
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Bigger is better! Especially
when it comes to Big Books,
available for checkout at the
Farmington Community Library.
These large paperback editions
of favorite titles, two to three
times their typical size, are a
great way to present a story to
a group or spice up your regular
story time. Visit the 12 Mile
location for this collection.

