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It you're a Little League sdvocme read else:
where. You won't like the following.
It's not anything we deliberately have manu-
* factured. It’s a story we feel we should report.
eorge Lerchen, once a’ Detroit Tiger, once
‘a Cincinnati Red, once a, minor 'leaguer, now
makes+his home in Garden C)ty -

He's the i
company, but hasn't lost hnsdmeles( or love
for baseball.

A year ago, George was asked to manage a
Little League team in Garden City. He grac:ously
accepted,

His tour of duty lasted one season.

By his own choosing.

But let’s let Lerchen tell his own story.

N s x .

“] THOUGHT it would be fun trying to teach
a group of youngsters baseball . baseball the
way I learned it in my 12 yeaxs in orgamzed
]eagues — four in the majors.

“I'd go to practice and work hard with the
kids, They worked hard, too. They didn't fool
around much.

‘We'd practice all phases of the game.
We’d work on batting and pitching, fielding
and running.

“In the workouts the boys did everything
great. I used to go home from practice very happy
with what I saw.

“‘Something seemed to happen between the
practices and the games, however. The boys
tV;'louh:l forget what we practiced, what we told

e

“They'd start playing badly.

““The first few times I ilgured ‘well, the
season is young; they'll learn.!

“But the story kept repeating itself as the
season went on. I'd go home mumbling. I was
xg;ad My wife would try to talk me out of my

ue:

“I'd get the feeling that maybe 1 was wastmg
my time and my energy

*
LERCHEN, 'AS STATED earlier, stuck it out

for one year. They wanted him back in Liftle

League this season, but he had different ideas.

"The opportumty was presented ‘for me to
manage the Garden City West team in Connie
Mack, They're high school beys . . . mostly from
West-High where they had a winning season this
past spring.

“What 'a difference working with these
boys. You tell thern something and they work
on it in practice and use it in games.

“They seem to appreciate’ what you have to
say and it certainly has paid off for them so far
in the young season’

P

LERCHEN PAUSED [N

He reflected about the Little Leaguers.

“‘Maybe, it was wrong for me to blame the
boys on the team. |

‘Perhaps they actually were a little too
young at the ages of 10-12 really to compre-
hend and retain what we were trying to tell
them.

“‘But, there was something else that got

was the driving madness .of the parents

r folks for the:Little Leaguers to win.

“I'm all for winning, too. But I had the feel-
ing—and still have—that in the. cases of young-
sters, what comes first has to be teaching and
perfecting the fundamentals . . . that-when the
boys master the techniques of the game they'll
win and enjoy what they’re doing more.

“‘But, as 1 said, the parents just didn’t seem
to want that.

“It was WIN and W]N‘and WIN.”

FROM WHAT he now sees, Lerchen hopes
that there’ll be others who'll jump aboard the
bandwagon and help with the managing and
coaching on sandlot teams.

“These are the boys who need help more,"”
Lerchtn said. “It’s the young teenager who
finds himself in a vulnerable posmon, more
so than the kid of 10 or 12.

‘The 17 or 18-year-old mvolved in baseball or
some other sport during the summer is less apt to
'lvvander off the course and get involved with the
aw.

“THere's something extra nice about the kids

- in this Connie Mack League.

*'None of the boys has a girl-type hairdo. They
are well disciplined for the most part.

““The boys have recognized and learned the
importance of tean.work. It's an aspect that will
help them as they go onsn life.”’

rchen would like to see the number of

teams reverse themself in the area.

“Instead of a town like Livonia having 140
Little League teamsand only six or seven for boys
of high school age, it should be the other way

around. The same should hold true in all-com-

munities.

We'd all be better off.”
Agree? =

\

Don Wert'has become Ihe

fourth Detrolt Tiger player:

named to play for the American
League in next Tuesday nigh{'s
AR Star game in Houston. |

Wert was picked as a utlity
infielder by Manager Dick Wil
Mams of the Boston Red Sq
who'll guide 7the American
League’s bestagainst the cream

- of the National,

Plicher Denny  McLain,
Catcher Bill Freehan and Out-
flelder Willle Horton previously
were named to the L All-
Stars from the Tigers, Free-
han and Horton were voted to

the starting lineup and it’s ek~

pected that McLain will be (he
AL's starting pitcher. Tiger
Manager Mayo Smith willbe a
coach In the game.

The Natlonal Leagua ndded
1ts'pitehers and utility men and
to the surprise of nobody named
Pltchers Juan Marichal, Bob
Gibson and Don Drysdale :to
lead its statf,

N
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FOURTH TIGEH named
to the American League
All-Star squad is Third
Baseman Don Wert. He
joins Catcher Bill Free-
han, Outfielder Willie
Horton and Pitcher. Denny
McLain.

I

THE NATIONAL LEAGUE
finally has got around to follow+
ing the American League next
year and operate in two six-
team divislons.

Originally, the senfor cfrenit
had said 1t would functionas ane
12-team clrcuit after San Diego
and Montreal joined as expaws
sion teams,

But after a high level meet-

ing of the major lesg\m’u exe~
NL

cuttve

Sports World--In Brief Form -

agreed to go along with the
American, but just what division
, the NL will adopt won’t be an-
nounced until after the loop's
owners meet next week in Hous-

The NL has forced the Amer-"

lcan to re-establish a162-game
schedule for 11969 after the
American had said it would cut
back its slate by six games.

Under the revised divisional
setup, the two winners will meet
for the league crown and the
Tight to enter the world series.

s

THREE DETROI? LIONS
drattees - distingulshed them-
selves In Friday's East-West
College All-Star game that
Kicked off the 1968 football sea-
50,
“Greg Lindry, the Lions’ No,
1 Plck from Massachusetts,
lled the East quarterback-
nd clicked 14 times for 160

s,
rry DePoyster of Wyom-
another Lions pick, booted
conversions for the win-
while Bhil O'Dell, Tecov-
a blg/fumble and also
ht 2 40-yard pass,
e game’s blg star was
man trophy winner Gary
Bebgn who hit on 15 of 20
es for 222 yards and fired
-yard touchdown pass with
than five minutes to go to
bregk up a 20-20 He,
- * . >
PEAKING OF THE Lions,
711 ek oft practice atCran~
k next Tuesday.
eantime, the Pontiac Flre-
s of the Midwest Football
Leakue already are drilling and
stage a hospital benefit
game In Rochester on July 20
those fans eager to see
toothall so early in the year.
ey
LPH OWEN, who resigned
recently as head of the Cathoe
High School” League, has
named new execulive di-
r of the Michigan Ama-

-GOLFERS
PRO CLOSEOULTH

Hagen Ultras, Paimara,
Soeh otc

Footloys, Etonics,
#\Johnaton & Murphys, ste.

25% & 30% OFF
LIGHTED 9 HOLE

GOLF COURSE ~
NORTHWOOD G.C.
Maple Bond at Crooks 689-2233
Troy, Mich,

{

27115 W. SEVEN MILERD.

- MARK IV SPEBIAL
"I 7 4 R weaseon

KE 4-8090

)
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Sandlot
Schedule

FREE PRESS LEAGUE

NESDAY = Northvill
Girden Gy, Fore, 63

7dinal Deco uunx (Livonla;
Redlord, 3:30 ».

e vi.
i

Tass A
wznmmuw — Redlord v, |,
sden Clty

rd 2“ We
jvonla, Ford, v Plymouth A
Bl Crveke THE KING
- AND HIS COURT

TURSDAY o Liyonia Optimists
Yh.pEar] Morrall, Thurston, 6:30;
vert Livoni,

or

4-Man Softball Team
Coming July 12-8:30 p.m.

' "Claude Atlison Field
Sponsored by
REDFORD JAYCEES
WEDFORD TOWNSHIP MICHIGAN

AMERICAN LEGION -
(oFRIDAY — Farmington at Mu-
0

SUNDAY—Farmington at Berks

tey, I gAmes,
DKESDAY — Far at
e miagton

King and His Court
Will Play Redford Ali-Stars

Tiokete: My Be Pischessd
From Any Medford Jaycee

Complete - with Filter,
Ladder, Vacuum, Skimmer,

teur Athletlc Unmn. Owen re-
placed William Kretfeldt, who
returns to the post of sports
information director ut Wayne
State University, )
 ews ¢
A WEEK AGO, the Minne-
apolia team of ‘the American
Basketball Leagye announced
1t wns moving to Beach
in hopes of luring more fans.
But the Minneapolis-St, Paul
area won’t go without a team.
The Pitisburgh Pipers are say-
1ng ¢dod-bye to the Smoky City
and moving to the north coun-
try.

> Wert Fourth nger NamedFor All Stars%

Bunnmz, the ex-Detroit Tiger

ace, now with Pittsburgh, When

he beat Phlladelphia, 10.1, Fri-

\dny, 1t marked his first victory

in two months, His overall re-

cord for the’season now is 4-0.
.

THE AMERICAN-OWNED
Ribero captured the Irish
Swoepstakes and made a lot of

folks reach., Odds-on favorite .

Sir Ivor finished second with
VAl DrAoste from France third
in the 11/2 mile race,

.

. .
SPEEDS IN THE 180 m.p.h.
category are expected to be hit

in Thursday’s Firecracker 400

.
LIFE HAS CHANGED for Jim auto race at Daytona Beagh

\

Fla. Cale Yuborough fnaMer- July 4 classlc, Mario Andret-
cury will be shooting for his Y and A, J, Fetin Fords are
third stralght victory In the atter top.contenders. :

Meet the 1 r;sb

WELCOMING DANCE for

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN ~
FOOTBALL TE/
{Direct from Irelar\d)

¥

JULY 3 UAW 182 Hall {air-conditioned )
i 35603 Plymouth Rd.
Paddy Noonan's Orchestra - Livonia
from New York 427-5138

JULY FOURTH

*Preminm Mileage
©Premium Safety § Full Ply,
‘Prunlnm Deep Tread

Tubeles:
Pt Latest Uull White

RUBBER COMPANIES IN THE WORLD!
PREMIUM DUAL Narrow
200 LEVELIT  WHITE WHITE

‘ Size  toFuee rET
650213 895 1ot
24.95 192
-735x 14 25.95 2.06
775 x 14-775 x 15 26.95 2.21
825 x 14-815x 15 27.95 2.36
Bl 18 Jas s
885 x 14-900 x 15 2.85
885 x 15-915x 15« 32 95 2.97

REMIUM 200 L

\GOODYEAR DOUBLE EAGLES!
THE BEST TIRE THAT
G00DYEAR Hakes YOUR COST!sszse .m

367

VEL

*Automotic Puncture
Sealing
*4 Full Ply Super
Nygen Cor

*Twin Tread
*30,000, 40,000

up to 50,000 miles
*Check our

Low Low Prices on

thiz Fontostic New Tire

Mig. List

32514 plus F.E.T.

NO_MONEY. DOWN-P 70 7 MONTHS To PAY'

MADE [N OHIO BY ONE OF THE LARGEST

wmre WAL'Ls

" 4 FULL PLY — DEEP TREAD K-

650 x 13

AN WuB COVERS
oasK CEnTER

700 x 13 15.95

735x 14

Test Kit, Chlor)

SALE
PRICE

skin 18'x48" Deluxe
Pool Olltfit

NQ MONEY DOWN

3 18' Poo! Complete
Skimmer

.
® Test Kit

389

ick Bank Financing

Ladder

um
@ Chlorine

.o g
fietendy uuu e,
‘et u 00 1

INCLUDING LUC. WY | 7

WHITE WAL

FULL 4 PLY!
ANY SIZE §

650xI3
775x14
.'.825x14
855x|4

PLUS F.E.T.
.43 TO.73 WIDE
WHITE RETREADS

‘GOODYEAR POWER CUSHION & POLY|

FIREstNE 500 & DELUXE CHAMPS
B.F. GOODRICH SILVERTOWN 660 &
"RADIAL 990.“UNIROYAL LAREDOS""

GENERAL JET AIRH .
MICHELIN x & DUNLOP RADIALS
MICKEY THOMPSON INDY PROFILE
INGLEWOOD TORQUE MASTERS

MEH RACEMASTERS

[GDONYEAR BLUE STREAK STOCK CAR
7 ECIALS, SPEEDWAY SPECIALS &

¢

RTS CAR SPECIALS

'mscoumuous& INC

25751 W. WAR
1 MILE W. OF TELEGRAPH (u.s. 24)
OPEN DAILY 9 - 9 CLOSED SUNDAY

"LEAVE THIS POOL UP ALI. YEAR...”

| Regulaf *899 = Our Glan
16 x 31 x 4 Ft. Oval

Smmmmg
Pools

695

SAVE $205!
NO MONEY DOWN &

4 Easy Bank Financing
LOQK WHAT YOU GET!

® 31'x16'x4% Oval_Pool
® Complete wnh Sundxk
@ Oversized Fi

tncludes: 'o tomatic Shmmer -
ming
S0 5Q. FT. o Amm'fnum Sn'e!y Ladder
GENUINE Wy T
. REDWOOD o Chorine. backets
P DECKING, @ 15,000 Gailon Clpmry

,  Ph.532-1758
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