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editorial opinion

While sweegeng the last of the Christmas tree
needles out the door | llways clu:h a few dust
balls and cobwebs turking in corners.

This ritual has a special significance as the
New Year opens

It's time to begin again with a fresh, clean
s‘l.;lc. unmarked, and unblemished by time or mis-
takes.

What do you write at the top of a fresh slate?
Surely not ‘I'm too tired’ or ‘I canY, it's no use.’
At some time all of us feel like unl:hln%umese
on the personal walls we have around us. but not
now, not at the beginning

LOOK AROUND. The excitment of a new year
is everywhere, especially since this is the Ameri-
can bicentennial. Start with the community news-
paper: this one, for instance. There are ideas on
practically evey page. Volunteers are needed
Courses are starting in the adult education pro-
grams. The community coleges have a pro-
vocative listing of credit and non-credit courses

The metropolitan area museums have new
shows and special programs starting. If you hap-
pen to be a compulsive shopper. this month is a
bargain hunter's paradise.

Cross ooumry) skiing (and there's no age limit

on this non-hazardous sport) is growing in popu-
larity covery week

Most certainly as some future Anthony Trollope _

documents this rcriod of American life. he will
note that one of the major forms of recreation
way evening classes.

Hundreds attend, strolling through the halh
making new {riends in class and at the coffee
break, and the age range is from early 20s to the
end of the line

3

Li .c;ninne abarr

Albrea:{lmnvhmlﬂhndlort}:hltenl
a rerun of college daysexeenlhem
which is about three decades beyond the wm

Just recently, there was a group at one of the
lounge tables.
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des with heavy string or rope or se
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Public Services Building. 19161
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"lmingwmetcutmmmndli
cake deeommg will be next,” said one alderhg::

"You'll love it."” said a woman, who commented
a w

“My husband took wood working and now he's
in a course on the stock market. Al least he's find-
ing out whulrwcoulddowuhhhnmtyﬁhehsd
any

The idea that we are becoming a nation of per-
petual students (diletantes to be sure). is a pleas-
ant one.

The signers of the Declaration of Independence
may not have specifically had cake decorating in
mind as they approved the phrase *‘pursuit of hap-
piness™ but neither would they look askance at it.

The acquisition of skills—practical, intellectual
and those which give pleasure and add
1s something-these planners of the American way
of e understood and believed in

So. this year. in honor of the bicentennial, why
ol write pursuit of happiness at the top of the un-
marked slate® Of course, the fact that some of us
still don’t know how to go about it. is a stumbling
block

The answer may be in the phrase itself. Pur-
suit, from the verb pursue, is an action word
meamng to go after something.

There's a greal year waiting, but you'll have to
head out after it.

“Between

the 1ines”

by Carl Steddard

believe this if you like. Admittedly,
e far-fetched

You ma{'

it's a litt

An earnest little man with round, wire-rimmed
glasses came to our office with a very unusual
document. The document was about our bicenten-
nial year. 1976. As it was written. it appeared to
be a history of the year

“You see.”” he began. “this was written after
1976. Now 1 know that seems impossible. But let
me tell you my story. I'll keep it briel because |
know you'll find it hard to believe

“I've long mshlod that time is ]usx another di-
mension. Other dif width and
length—may be changed quite eully If you have
a rubber band six inches long, you can stretch it.
change its dimensions. So why can't time be
changed?

“Well, | thought about it for a long time and did
a few calculations and before you know it 1 fig-
ured it out—how to stretch time, that is. And 80 |
created a little machine and just sort of reached
into the future

1 tried to stretch time to our quadcentennial,
the yecar 2176. and when | reached that year |
managed to grab this document. It talks about
our bicentennial year 1 thought you might like to
see it

HE HANDED ME the document. As | was read-
ing it, I looked up to ask him a question and he
was gol .

This is what the document said: Anthropolog-
ists tell us the year 1976 was time of great cele-
bration among the primitive cultures in Americs
Artifacts unearthed from that period show its
moglc highly valued red. white and blue house-

items. Eagles and pictures of ancestors were
emblazoned on eating utensils, floor coverings
and cvcln a hand-held tool believed used for snow
removal

“'Although the cxact purpose of these symbols
and colors has not been exactly determined. we
theorize the people of that time believed the sym-
bols could drive away evil forces.

“Research has further shown that these people *
believed that the greatest menace of the time was
something called ‘inflation.’ Translation of pagan
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terminology used at that time has not uncovered
the exactly meaning of the word inflation. but it
apparently had something to do with a type of

trading device known as money.

“Quite obviously. the Americans of that time
felt money was the root problem of inflation and
attempted to drive away the evil influence not
only through red. white and blue symbols but also
;y locking money in vaults and other protected

8CeS.

“By 1976. they were apparently qune successful
in forcing most of the money owt of circulation
and hence the period of celebration, which by hap-
penstance coincided with the 200th binhday of the
country.

“"ARCHEOLOGICAL DIGGINGS have also

unearthed a large number of tive
used by the people of that day. dot-
ted the land and may have had something to dof

with warding off the supposed evils of inflation.

sold.”
some meaning. were built over

.
“Government at that time, we have learned, was
conducted by public opinion polls. Through these
polls it was determined what legislation would be
introduced and what television ‘would

“This may have been due to the speed at which
the two institutions operated. On television. pro-
grams deemed unworthy suffered a swift. merci-
less death. Bad legislation and dishonest potiti-
cians, however, flourished despite adverse optnion.

‘“‘Neither institution was apparently influenced

laﬂy mhe b’l;erlanul czll:;mm h'\ fact,
ittle see to cl dzring eu!pt lor the
national anthem. B:f:d extensive number
of recordings we I\lveulvued!runmaldmm
year, we now are fairly certain the national an-
them was changed to begin: “It's the real thing.™"
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CASE NO. U-4985

NOTICE OF MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION INQUIRY AND.

PUBLIC HEARINGS INTO CENTRAL METERING AND RESELLING OF

GAS AND ELECTRIC SERVICE

TO

DETROIT EDISON COMPANY
AND TO

On December 8, 1975, in Cawe No. U498S, the
Michigen Public Service Commission infteted  gemerst
inquiry imo the reguistions snd procsdures of ges and
electric  wtliities pertaining to  centrally  metersd
austomers, inchuding ressiting customers, and to provide
for sppropriete service standards and raty clasifications
for cuntraity mwtersd gus and electric Wtility servics.

resale service to apartments,
coopeTstives or mmwum.qmm
with rates, from the standpoint .of the reseiling or
cantrally matersd customer of the Wility, the ultimate
consumer of the ges or slectric wrvice. and wilities. The
is interesied in oquitable snd
‘worksbie standards, rules snd reguisory policies related
0 these matters.
Mldmmiyhfuplznmmnm
abmimions sbout these croblems froe the public. Phase
11 will consider data which the Commission has required
utilities to file, submissions by parties irtervening in the
pursuet  to sk rues, and
recommendations by the Commission’s Statf, Phase |11
‘will cover proposed remedies for problems considersd in
Phases | and 11 88 spplicable to individusl wtilties.
PHASE | PUBLIC MEARINGS WILL BE NELD:

{1} On the Orcherd Ridge Compus, Oskland
County Community Coitege,
Room 293, 27065 Orcherd Lake Roed,
Formingion Hills o Juwey 22, 1976

" 1:30PMerd 7:30 P

(2) 1n the it ficor suditorium of the Law Buiding
at 525 W. Ottawa Street in Lansing on Januery
!I,WNWG 1:30 P nd 7.0

-l]llnm-Qrv&nnIMn City Mal,
1101 Sowh Saginew, Flint, on Jenwery 27,

in piring submmissions or e>mments limitsd solety to

subjects:
. The appropristaate under which servics shoukd
be rendered to contrally metered customers where the
ultimate consumption is for residentiel uw.

Nots:  This would concern the rate charged by the
utility for service to apertments,
condominiumha, COOPeTAtives, of mobile
horme perks where ges of electricity it either
inchuded in the rent as sn incident of
tnancy or is reokd by the lendlord,
#90ciation o park owner t the tenants.

2. Problems related to requirements thet resliing
customers seil utility service to uitimate consumers at
the ssme rate spplicable to customers of the same class
who are direct customert of the utilities.

Nots:  Ressiting customers who sl to resdential
users are generally required 1o resell st the
utdRy's residential rates and —ewllng
customers who resell 1o commercial users st
the utitity ‘s @mmercial rates.

3. The reverwe impects on wtilities of any revision
of current rate petterns for centrally metersd or ressie
nevice.

Note: A utility’s rates to sll of its customers
gerarally swume  the continustion  of
established rate petterns. Changing one rate
mey require changes to othars.

4, &mn‘wumwmumel

arvics raquirements on remeiling customers
-«un-‘ummbmwmmm

wrvics © landlords which would result in

low of mrvice to tenents.
8. Muens of providing for continuity of mrvics to
mdwummrnnﬂqm

CENTRALLY METERED GAS OR ELECTRIC CUSTOMERS AND
RESELLING CUSTOMERS OF CONSUMERS POWER COMPANY AND THE

ULTIMATE CONSUMERS; TENANTS; MOBILE HOME OWNERS;
CONDOMINIUM OWNERS; ASSOCIATIONS OF MOBILE. HOME OWNERS,
MOBILE HOME PARK OWNERS, CONDOMINIUM OWNERS, LANDLORDS
AND TENANTS; GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND OTHERS WHO MAY
BE INTERESTED OR THINK THEY WOULD BE AFFECTED

\

the ftue and that all exating reule
custormers  (landlords, sssociations,  park
Owrery, etc) be required to agres to
uniform service, billing, customer relstions,
meter testeng and auditng ctandards = @
condition to contnuing a5 & resae’
customer. Further, some landlords or park
owrers may, for financisl ressoni or due to
enforcerment action, wek to  sbandon
wrvice to ther tenants, Moperdizng the
TINaNts’ G5 OF electric MYYICE, Or R DRCt the
utilities to bear the cost of making repews,
teplacements or improvements m to
sorve tenants dirsetly.

7. Rights and oblgetions of reseiting customers
and thewr tenents and extent of Commission jus isdction,
if sny, related thereto

Note:

Primarity concerned here & m. quastion of
extending  the .
Standards and Billing Pun.eu, which are
avadable to a utiity’s residentisl customers,
10 the resellmg customer s tenants.

PHASE || PUBLIC HEARINGS

The Commission has determined that the-utdities
shall file certain informetion with it 10 a«d in its gemerat
inquicy. This information is icheduled to be filed on
Jarwery 30, 1976, and 3 public hesrng to receive and

© comexamine this evidence and testimony is scheduled

in Lamsing st the Commimsion’s offices in the Law
Buikding 3t 525 W. Ottawa for 9:30 AM on Febraery 17,
978, Further hearing dastes will be scheduied by the
presiding Admunistrative Law Judge as necessary.
Persons, other than the utilities and the Comemission

Statt,

who wish © participets in the Phase |1 public

l-ﬂlhuhvlﬂﬁvl-nh'm"
178, = originel tweive (12) copies of o

patition to
requirements of Rule

intefrene conforming to the
). A copy thould sho be
Power

PHASE 111 PUBLIC NEAIIIGS

It may be necessary for the Commussion to hokd
endentary or sdminstrative type hesrings for the
Durpose of sdopting rules, regul tons, service standards
of rate changes 23 3 result of the determinat ons made by
the Commisson in Phaset | and |1, Thes would be the
subject of & seperate notee and future hesrings. *

Copees of the order of the Michigan Pubhe Sernce |

Commesion w Case No. U4985 can be odtaned from
the Public Sernct Commimion’s Executive Secretary,
Sth Floor Law Building, Laming, Michigen 48913 and
are availsbie for impection at Consumers Power
Company’s Division offices in the citwes of Atmg, Battle
Creek, Bay City, Pontuse, Frint, Grand Rapsds, Jackson,
Kalamazoo, Lanuing. Muskegon, Sagnnsw, Travers City,
Ext Detrot, Roysl Osk and Livornia, and are 2o

svalable st Detront Edron’s Dimsion offoes.
The Michigen Public Servics Commission

smphesizes

that it has fermed no conclusions relative © the
issues reimd in ity order initieting this inguiry. The
final owicome of the inquiry will resit from the
relevent evidence promwted 10 the Commission in
el ond complets record s pomible. /:
Juriediction in this matter is Purtuant to Act 106, PA?
1900, 23 smended, MCLA 480551 «t mq; Secton 22

of Act 300, PA. 1900, & smended, MCLA

Act 419,

“@&22;
PA 1919, a3 smended, MCLA 480 51 t sq;

Act ), PA 1920, as smended, MCLA 4801 #t wa:

Act 185,

PA 1900, s smended, MCLA 483.151 ot

q; Act 306, PA. 1989, a3 smended, MCLA 24201 ot
; and the Commission’s Rutes of Practice and

Procedure,

1964 Michigen Adminstratiwe  Code,

may be in wi i of
Wulwwauunw&-
Sefety Code,

6. Tenart sarvice continuity problems and possdie
financisl conssguences to Wit n came of
shendonyment of wrility srvice distrDution syseems by

No. 54, R 480.11 ¢t mq
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