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~editorial opinion

“‘Take another look at Detroit’

Let's hear a great big yawn for the old argu-
ment that commuters shouldnt pay the Detrot in-
come tax because it's ‘taxation without represen-
tation." :

Let's also hear the sound of slumber when De-
troiters say they're providing all sorts of services
suburbanites use tut don't pay for.

For the truth is that there are lots of
which suburbanites subsidize for Detroit, and lots
of things Detroit does that benefit the entire re-
glon. Money flows a

the universities considered. It's a city facility.
Yet this season, for the first time in months, all
leries are open becsuse the state riated
,000 for the Art Institute and a plan
(which never took effect) to require a $1 admis-
sion (ee. Our suburbap lawmakers all supported
it. Score one for L
The entire problem is far resolved. it's a
fair question whether a Detroit-nm institute serv-
ing an entire region is properly financed when the
state kicks in. Is the state donation

CTosS 30
often and so fast that it’s almost impossible to

keep track of it.
Detroit's Main Li is a state resource, main-
tained by one municipality. But the Friends of the

Library report that half of their 2,600 members
are_suburbanites. Score one apiece.

The Art Institute in Detroit is in a class by it-
sell, even with all the facilities of Cranbrook and

Where folks

Via the Rev. Robert Marshall, some of these
suburbs made their way into the world record
book over the weckend

Marshall, who is minister of the Birmingham
Unitarian Church in Bloomficld Hilts. broke into
the Guiness Book of World Records last Saturday
at 12:32 pm when he stepped down {rom the lec-
turn after 61 hours of nonstop preaching

Our ‘reporter who covered the cvent noted that
even at the end of his ordeal. Marshall seemed in
good shape. encrgetically giving quotes to the
media people who flocked around: at 55. he must
be one of the very few world record holders who
had penetrated into the ranks of advanced middle

< age at the time their record was set

In_addition. it appears that Marshall overshot
his goal by 10 hours. A typographical error in a
(non-local} newspaper had given the previous
world preaching mark as 60 hours 25 minutes,
when In fact it was 50 hours 25 minutes.

All in all. it was a remarkable performance by
a remarkable man

1 REMEMBER Bob Marshall from my child-
hood days. when he ran a place alled Bob Mar-
shall's Book Shop on State Street in Ann Arbor.

For about 20 years. it was far and away the
best book store in a town filled with good ones. It
had a broad and diverse stock, solid both in schol-
arly volumes and best sellers. together with
primts and other arts material.

But most 1mportant. the shop was a friendly
place. where vou felt like an individual rather
than a walking invoice. There was a wood fire in
the fireplace during the cold months. and there
were easy chairs_scattered around and a chess

enough or too much? Shouldn't some more ration
al financial system be found?

THE DETROIT some kind of
city support. Yet it would go ‘without the pri-
vate fund-raising and ticket-buying done by subur-
banites. Score another for everyone.

Ditto with the Detroit Concert Band, whiich oper-
ates through the city's parks and recreation de-

can get individual attention

Point

by PHILIP H. POR ER

board or two. Therv was a sign on the wall:
“Browsers Welcome.”

And there was Bob! wandering around. freating
his customers like people. being helpl:

{riendly

THINKING ABOUT Bob and his new record
leads to musing about people and their motiva.
tions.

After it was all over, Marshall said it was pleas-
ant to get the event into the record book. but that
was ‘‘lesser than the really great satisfaction of
rapport, relationship and revival” developed
among his congregation during the preaching.

Fair enough. as long as priorities are being as-
signed and values weighted.

But certainly no individual is going to stay up
for more than 60 houts. much less preach during
that time. without the goal of attaining thereby
some particular signification. In the case of Mar.
shall, that signification extended from him to his
congregation and in turn was the means by which
the “‘rapport, relationship and revival™” that the
minister noted were X

And it is that signification or individuation—the

College, school tears
need to be taken with salt

There's no question about it: The recession has
hurt nearly everyone: those who say they're sul-
fering are probably telling the truth.

The point, however, is that we're all in the
same boal. It's hard to shed more tears for one
spectal interest than another. [t is wise to take
with several grains of salt the complaint of any-
one who says he's facing significantly more hard-
ship than somebody else.

School people. in particular. are adept at vol-
uble lamentations., Two recent cases come to
mind

THE SOUTHEAST Michigan Community Col-
lege Presidents group called a show at the Detroit
Press Club to say that state aid cuts to their pro-
grams were “‘grossly inequitable as compared to
other segments’ of education.

But Schoolcraft President C. Nelson Grote, the
chairman, .and Oakland Community College VP
Wally Nikkels and their brethren (there were no
sisters) were guilty of some statistica) sleight-of-

hand as they attempted to prove they were gash. -

ed more than the four-year colleges.

By counting money the Legislature never voted
them, they came to the conclusion that they had
suffered a 7.5 per cent cut red to only two
per cent for the four-year colleges. Television
newsmen, basically handsorne idiots. fell for that
line and broadcast the misstatement as photo-
graphed .

What the community college folks didnt say is
that they were c oranges.
The cuts were in state ald, amounts to only
34 to 39 per cent of their total revenues. You have
‘to remember that community colleges have a
stable base of property taxes that the four-year
colleges lack

A four-year college such as the University of
Michigan gets something like 61 r!r cent of its
general fund operating revenues from the state.
.Therefore, any state aid cut of one per cent is

more drastic with the four year schools than with
the community colleges.

WHEN YOU GET through all the financial ma-
chinations, it turns out that the community col-
leges suffered only a 25 per cent total revenue
cut—not the 7.5 per cent figure that was so care
lessly thrown around.

Now. 2.5 per cent hurts, bt #t's not the end of
the world.

What Gov. Milliken attempted to do
total b’udgetsﬂboul the same eve! ";Mc:
some institutions got bigger state aid cuts than
others. It doesn’t follow that community colleges
were treated unfairly—quite the opposite.

AS THIS IS written. school officials from 40 dis.
tricts, including some from this area, are meeting
to decide what to do about an attorney general's
opinion they didn't like

1t seems the Hon. Frank Kelley upheld the gov-
m;ﬂs'budad! cuts of crugoncll aid—the kind of
ys for special stale-ordered programs.
The scz_ol officials are looking for ‘:egl Naws
and are reportedly (yawn) considering a lawswit.
They would be much better off if they started
paring their budgets, the sooner the better. Swre.
they're hurting. Sure, it's tos bad the state orders
wlll programs and then has o cut their fand-

The point. to repeat, is that everyone is hurting
|nml|meu' m;l t's hard to work up an extra flo-
wage of tears for any ane group. Our community
college and school folks should cut out the crying
contests and get on with business on whatever
money they've got.
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partment but freely solicits suburbanites for dona-
tions and record purchases.

HoCo accepts women prisoners f
over the state. The state reimburses Detroit for
the service—but not enough, it is alleged. Score
one for Detroit for providing the service. Take
away one from Detroit for performing a function
that should be a state responsibility.

DETROIT PATROLS its own {reeways, with no
reimbursement from the state, whereas freeways

. 1
carving out of a particular set of singularities at-
tached to an individual. a family. or even a com- 00 0,6
munity-that is so much in today's ever-
growing. over-populated world.

Todsy, the Birmingham Unitarian Church has a
little more individuation than it had last week. as
a result of Marshall's feat. just as does the Bir-
mingham-Bloomfield community.
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by HANA O N —

IT 1S lsn;h‘;; cw;teml:!ne‘ real importance .
o e i st [f OSHA boys
A got to ?kiing...

1 started fantasizing the other day about what
would happen to skiers if the same guys who have
been writing the safety regulations for the auto in-
dustry and the OSHA boys who are writing the
safety regulations for factories got together to
take the risk out of the downhill sport

The skier now has safety straps to keep his skis
from leaving his body and recklessly going down
the hill without him in case he falls. and safety
bindings which supposedly unhinge when he falls
down. but he is not insulated at all from the im-
pact of touching the ground at a high rate of

The safety boys would have to design some sort
of air cushioned ski suit to absorb the impact
when the skier has trouble standing up as he is
going down

THE SKIER HIMSELF would have to be out-
fitted with a horn so that he could warn other
skiers of his presence. But. of course. the hom

.N)B MARSHALL
Suburbia’s Individual

It is argued. powerfully and plausibly, that
what we need is a regi government. it would
reduce duplication, cost less, be more efficient. en-
able intelligent planning. and generally produce -
rational decisions. M

All this is probably true. But people in the sub-
urbs don't want it

And they don'l wart.it not because of bigotry.

. ear muffs
Rather it's because a regional government

To protect the health of the skier. ski boots and
mittens would have to be heated to prevent frost-
bite and special masks designed rotect the
{ace in the event that the skier fell down.

The skier would also have to wear some sort of
football-type helmet to protect the back of his
head and some sort of leather jacket and kidney
belt to minimize damage when falling

SK1 BOOTS would have to be i be-
cause a high ankle support has a tel ¥ to
mass a us. make a fracture worse if a skier has trouble. yet
And in a real and important way. the Rev. Rob-  a low boot would not give the support necessary
ert Marshall was contributing to that process as * Possibly the new ski boot would have to be de-
he broke the record last week. signed to go above the knees to eliminate the risk
Congratulations, Bob, and enjoy your good of damage _
night's sleep. : Ski gogglesewould have to be made with safety
glass because the present plastic lerises could

And ing.
and define ourselves a little more clearly from
the

Some movement
: e, Thers 15 no way the s woukd be
* i . There is no way s

on pubhc TranSIt iowe to use ski pies with pointed ends. The
hand strap on ski poles would have to be of the

. break- away variety. in case they ever caugit [

The vacancy was open one day short of a year.  tows

hnr(“;m;‘ Mgh;;r':‘lunuy filled the ing on ¢

boa t heastern Michigan Transporta- THE POINTS would have to be eliminated from

tion' Authority skis, and some sort of energy-absorbing r

The SEMTA post will go to Thomas B. Adams.  would have to be designed to go across the front
of Bloomfield Hills..A native of Detroit and gradu- Signs would have to be posted on the top of

case a person fell out of the chair.

All chairs would have to be padded in such a
e way that if the; clnlzainuxh&lnrdwi aski:
Bi of view Westsrn  going less than five miles an there would
Wayne W&mmdsmnm no injury to either the skier or the chair.

. Of course, adequate fences would have to be in-
inst people coming in contact

amsambly csuse those are moving st which under
i -.-J:."m-.. OSHA ries o have o be completely guard.
Hyman of = u‘!“_- T-bars would have to be outlawed because they
sider calling & spocial of he genersl -  could cause irreparable damage to an individual
semtly to wahe e lh“lrhtaunhrmm
Wt:m!.h -hlu-tu-‘ 'nnq»uhu-l would be even more unlaw-
mes i gt} rami fuck-  Bright stripss would have to be painted
ling. o cowndy B -h‘"l:'hw*‘h‘m °lnnpm’n-
thhﬂd*m ” mm.ﬂmu mtmhe ot
,umﬂ-.bﬁ o0 his nevent op- 1o pick up injared became they
portanity fer publie A8 » htiing od & separate braking system.
man, he may provide the Wnd of fve prod-  When it was all over. | wouldn't be surprised o
ding the couse of public aovds. find thet skiing. itself. would become outiawed be-
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could not be so loud as to force the skier to wear



