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NOW dubs some toys s@xﬁsﬁ

By SHERRY KAIAN

Christine Novak is o member of the
Natfona) Organization for women who
feels pretty strongly that some loys
on the market nced. o “sexist” tag
tumg an them as well 2s a price tag.

These include things like doctor and
rurse. kits, fashlon dolls, especially
the new one that grows breasts. ace
tlon toys that stress the male role and
some carcer games.

Mrs. Novak, who recently
pated in an hour_of picketing an nrta
Kmart to help her NOW group make
its polnt, ¢ rlnlncd her feclings by tell-
ing o briel story

I once watched a girl playing with
her nurse kit and asked her if she was
the doctor.”

The child responded, No 1 cant
be a doctor. I'm a girl"

Mrs. Novak noted that the girl,
"hnd ncvcr seen or heard of a woman

Sho added: A picture of a girl is
on the nurse kit and a picture of a boy
Is on the doctor kit. The doctor kit has
the real cquipment like the stethos
cope.§ These toys are programming
girls Into thinking they can only bee
come nurses. and boys into thinking
they can only become doctors.”

ANOTHER GIFT that is an ana-
thema to NOW is Growing Up Skip-
per 1t Is nol her arms, legs or curly
locks which exhibit growth. but her
breasts.

*You turn her arm and she gro
breasts.” explained Mrs. Novak. * lve
read that little girls have wrenched
their arms trying to imitate this doll.

“Little boys are playing with them as’ | -

though it were same kind of a dirty
thing. NOW thinks the development of
a gizl's mind should recelve as much
attention as her bosom.
*“II they brought out a boy dol! with
a leg you twist to simulate growth dur-
ing. pubeny men would have a fit
board of directors of these
mmp:mlts are usually men. and they 1
try to figure out what women will
buy. We have to let them know when '
we don't like their products.™ l

MRS. NOVAK also qoestioned differ- ¢

ent marketing for the same toy. In
one case the toy is packaged as vacu-
um cleaner with the ndvicc “play vac-
wum_like ' mommie.”

“The same toy Is also brought out
for boys telling them to play lawnmo-
wer like daddy.” reported Mra.
Novak. ““This Is stercotyping and not
fiving the child a choice” A study |
done by Yale University indicated-
that If a boy's picture ts on the box. it
will be bought for a boy. and for
girl {f a girl's picture is there.”

Diabetes ’

classes set

A winter series of diabetes classes '
offered hy the Oakland County health
department will begin on Jan. 15 from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

The free chmcs held weekly for
five weeks, will be offered at the
South Oakland Health Center, 27725

Mrs. Novak also zeroed [n on acuun

sters during the picketing reminded
the public that “A glr} t00."
Toys with these pl “show o
girl she should not be tnterested lnne-
tion," claimed Mrs. Novk.
Pictures of girls always adomn doll
feeding equipment, mop scts and
other happy houschold equipment, she
sald. It puts across the idea that
gr;'s have to tron and clean while
can go play hockey."

DANDIE DOLLS and thelr veot
n2eds for clothing and equipmert eleo
UH.' NOW members comsiderable dis-

"Wc gre concerned with the way
they push expensive fashions - and
Nowai ot l;ushc Irls mmm

ovak. 3 glrl
that tn order to be feminine they must
wear high heels and makewp. |, <

*People spend a fortune kmpmg
with Barbie and her boats, townhowse 3
ond camper. These dalls are too ma-
terlalistic. We don't want girls to
grow up and think of themselves us

Barbie dolls. They soem so .
beaded.” 7 iy

Books currently reflect nonsexiet ot
titedes, according to Ars. Mrax
“I'm happy to see this™

But then agaln, some of the carcer
games on the market offer girls the
choice of being only a ballerina, a
mrse or @ slewardess.

“In the Your America quiz game
cove 200 years of American his-
tary, there are only five females in-
cluded,” sald Mrs. Novak. ‘One of
them {s Lyndon Jom:m“sdog. Her”
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calling the health department educa-
tion offlce.

The classes are taught by public
health nurses and a nutritionist.
Toplcs Include the nature of the dis
case, dietary management and medi-
cations and suggestions for coping
with everyday problems.

Each person altending must present
o physician's written statement that
he or a member of his lamily has dia-
betes. Classes. will be limited to 20 per-
5008,

Getting
sefttlec
mace
simple.

Now-town diemmas fade atier o
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As your Hosless, 's my job to holp
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yourcat
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our China Shop, too, Savings abound in Silver, fine China and Crystal, -
Cookware and Giftware.. . . from world-renown manufacturers, We're |
including some Pewter and Gourmet Accessories priced to save. Besureto :
look for our special Sale displays, each offering the bnghtcatof 1976 \alucs'

. the largest collection

“instock” and “custom ordered”
merchandise. Our professional salespeople and mtenor desigriers are
ready toassist you. . ]

"Tis & joy to shop at Wigps anytime. .. but es‘pecinlly soduringour
annual “Olde Fashioned” Mid-Winter Sale, We've tagged so many
cxcellent values. . . marked many of your favorites ‘way down. . .
you'll have to come in and see for yoursclt‘l Allow plenty of browsing
time. Wigzs encompasses over 58,000 sq. ft.: e
of American Traditions} Furniture anywhere i . .including The
Ethan Allen Showease, Carpet & Design Studios, Desk Den, Man’s
World (Leather & Library Shop), Victorian Gqslngbt Room,
Georgétown Court, The Colonnade and 7 other gallerics. Almost every
item (and celected Ethan Allen merchandise) is Sale Priced!

" Naturally, savings apply to bot!
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We're offering exce]}ent olde fashioned Mid-Winter Sal¢ values throughout 1 .
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