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turns pro referee

By PAUL NATKE

What can a man passibly do in his
spare time away from his sevenday-
aweek job as manager of an ice
arena?

He can be a referee in the Inter.
national Hockey League (THL} and
travel to such exotic places as Fort
Wayne. Columbus and Toledo.

Stu Robertson, manager of the
Bloomlield Expo Arena for the past
three months, says he doesn mind
the refereeing but the traveling both-
ers him X

“They (IHL) are pro teams 30 there
fsn't much trouble refereeing but 1
don't like the traveling.” he admitted.
“If you go to Fort Wayne you have to
leave Detroit about two o'clock in the
afternoon and you get home about
four or five in the moming all for a
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admitted that the pay is
not very high considering travel time.
but he keeps officiating because he
e.

But there- is some excitement in
being an THL referee.
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‘4 REMEMBER a fight between
Reggie Fleming and Frank Beaton in
the playoffs last year between Flint

Saginaw. It was one of the year's
better fights and | was retuctant to
step between them ™

He doesn’t mind his neverending
Job at the three-yearold Bloomfield
EXpo because it gikes him » chance
to skate

*“1 skate about an hour a day,” Rob-
ertson said. “Usually 1t's on my lunch
hour and | just open skate sometimes
with a puck, but [ don't work out. not
in the sense of working out ™

But Robertson did work ot for 18
years when he was playing hockey.
He grew up in St. Clair Shores and
started playing hockey in recreation
leagues there. but he moved up fast
Jaining the Junior Red Wings in 1961,

{FRE

Wings, rison gradusted from
high school and played for a local Jun-
or B hockey team — Lee Reaky. He
was drafted into the Army in 1989 and
decided to give up hockey when he re-
e.

ating in the THL after attending
mandatory two-day camp for all offi-
cials. The training. Robertson says. is
tough
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