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Inventive teacher turns kids on to houseplants

of the country's {astest ng hob-
bles—houseplants, grow

The class, uum by inventive In-
: structor Mrs. Pat Bordman of Farm-
: Ington Hills, s designed for preschoo-

n

western lover’s paradise

Row upon row of leather boots com-
pete for altention with western gear
and square dance equipment. Pre-
faded jeans and leather patch jackets
hang next to a stack of saddles wait-
ing 10 be repaired. Bull ropes, cinches
and saddle bags are nailed around the
front door. making it impossible to
enter the store fram Grand River

Looking around the clutter of boxes
and merchandise in his leather shop.
Scott Colbum grinned, “They would
throw this out of Northland."

The clutter almost hides the leather

ir area at the frort of the store.

English and Western saddles are

stored on shelves or are stacked on

- the railing which sets the workshop
off from the rest of the store.

DAVE. THORNBURY learned to re-
pair leather goods by taking his fa-
ther's saddles apart. “He wouldnt
know untit 1 finished.” e
members. 1 would hide everything
when he came home.”

Next 10 his workbench, Thombury
displays the saddle-he made. The car-
mel colored saddle with a basket-
weave pattern stamped into the leath-
er took him a month to finish. 'l want.
ed to get i{ done ™

Each wea®d® in the pattern was
stamped by hand giving the design
more depth than a machine stamped
design.

‘The store supplies saddles for indi-
vidual buyers. rodeo contestants and
rodeo contraciors. Bob Wilson, man.
ager and buyer for the tack depart.
ment, has sold equipment Lo buyers in
California, Oklahoma and Texas

He stocks gear for cutting horses
wed in working with cattle. The stir-
rups on the saddles for these horses
are placed more towards the front
and the.seal is flattened

In the back of the store, Colbun
has about 2,000 sqare dance records.
There is a limited demand for the re-
cords, Colburn admits. bt he sdds
that most square dancing ts done o re-
corded music.

Although the 19508 were the pesk
years for square dancing., Colbum
sald it died out because “there were
too many boltles owt in the parking

Lioyd Shaw. a superintendent in Col-
orado Springa, rescued it when he ad-
wvocated square dancing as an sthletic
activity. -

Square dance costumes, besed on
ploneer dress, are still difficu to
find, Colburm says. Although he is not
the only dealer in the costumes, he
has s0ld them to customers from as
{ar away as Toledo, Bay Oty and Lon-
don, Ontario.

The store also socks electronic
equipment for square dancing. A tum-

Helene Bordman, 5. is an enthusiastic plant grower who has a
gentle touch with seedling plants. (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

Leather goods Shob is

lers and their mothers, and Mrs. Bor-  seif-image,” says Mrs. Bordmmn who The girls complete the shoe project To illustrate her poirt that house for all growing things
dman has, quite literally, a whoie pot s onamaster'sde and decide they would like to plart  plants need not be expemsive, she  Cinematography is another hobby of
full of ideas that turn kids into pint-  gree in early chil@ood st ‘the egg shells after painting faces of  shows the pineappie top she is grow-  Mrs. Bordman's and her first movic
size horticulturalists who quickly Oskiand Univefsity. {amily and friends on several. Once  ing. the avacado from a seed and the  was of Amy and Helene completing 2
learn 1o plant seeds; grow and care the dirt 1s carefully pat in, not quite  CRITOt which she has tumed into a  planting project She frequently shows
for them and, in the process, develop  *1 STARTED the class because | (o the edge 10 allow room to water.  hanging basket # to the children in her classes ard
# deeper appreciation for themseives.  wanted to tesch and I like growing the grass seed is added When it . the resporme has been good
“One of the important Lhings which  things. It is taught from the point of 'sprouts. the gay little egg shell faces  Mrs. Bordman an emnch '
a child has to obtain s a really good view of actually growing things. 1 ‘will have a thick crop of green hair ment course in plants for first graders  She plans fo continue her movie
didn't think there were enough things %t Westchester in  making. her teaclung and her work on
’ﬂ‘llvhloll‘ll!ﬂl‘hﬂe.“ Nirs. Bordman talks as she sets up L and had a2 course for a master's degree. In among these
' the equipment for the girls. older children at the community cen-  she mixes walks in the country with
She continues taking as she heips “First, my projects have to be fun.  ter. the girls to find leaves and identify
her two dsughters, Heleme, S, and  if they arent fun we donY do them. trees. '
Amy. 3, who are st work on a plan-  Working with dirt and seeds is a very 1n each case, the resporse has been
ting project at the kitchen table. satialying experience.” gratifying. the children, from the Mrs Bordman is martied to at-
*“This gives a (amily something in youngest, quickly léam to identify the  tomey Stuart Bordman. wha shares
comman. Each can.come in at his  She takes precmions to make cer-  geeds and cultivate an apprecistion many of the family mterests.
own Jevel.” N tain & b5 sstisfying. explaining that
seeds grow better and faster
Mrs. Bordman has a plastic contain-  rich. sterile dirt. So that is
er of dirt on the tably which is spread  kind she will ose.
with newspepers. Eich of the girs She chooses seeds Wwhich smprost
. has & scooper of the Wind used for cof-  very quickly, gras. lima
fee, an eye dropper and a small con-  ishes. carrots which are
tainer of water. . - enjoyment of seeing them
As each carefully fills an old tennis » for utilitarian purpases.
shoe with dirt, Mrs. Bordman com-
ments, I always try to avold using “The best success comes with good
"anything that isn't readily accessible  dirt. We want to pt
The eye droppers are from old vite-  and see it grow. and [ want
ymin bottles and thase little yeliow fast. Good dirt will do that”
water containers are the tops from In her lim of fast growing seeds.
spray cans. [ save all my old milk car-  Mrs. Bordman inclodes bi
tons, egg cartons and egg shells itting that not knowing
pect “is the fun of #.”
She explains she tries to break the
eggs she uses to save half or more IN HER CLASSES, H
the shells. points ot the similarities bet :
Having filled the shoes with dirt and  care and nurturing thet helps .
moistened it with countless squeezes  grow and the child'
from the eye droppers. Amy also uses the differences
Helene are now ready to plant an ilustration for tide.
seed in the tennis shoes. Their . I.M’
opers the quart jar with the seed point out that people 3
each child takes a handful to scatter  ent from each other
in the din. dfferent from each
The girls talk as they
Before the project is compieted commenting that the
they will decorate the tern s shoes  planted grass with her
with Magic Markers in various colors  ily. “My grass grew
and put their initials on the side
“In all the things we do in class, the  She also tells her mot
child Is in control. manipulates the ing fun.” as she caref:
materials and does the projects him. a milk carton split
self Soon, she will pul gras
dirt in the design of
firt name and write
outside of the planter.
“This interest,” her mother sa
“helps promote language
It's a terrific way to have
tion and the child is introduced to
many new words. For intance one Three-year-old Amy Bordman carefully taps down the dirt in
word we usg & Jot as we plant is ‘deli- the shoe-turned-planter. Her mother teaches a class for green
cate’ to describe how we handle  iny nb pre-schoolers and thewr mothers. (Staff photo by Harry
weds. < Mauthe)
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table made for square dance parties present location on Grand River near

Farmington Road In 1964

caxual dress withowt elaborste styl-
ing.” he says.
“‘We've been coming here for

Colburn started out as a square years.” Mrs. Joan Crane of Farm. ’
dance caller in the ‘5. On one job.  inglon said. “My children liked to
he brought an assortment of Western  come in here to | the leather and
style ties. They sold out. He added  look at the saddles. R's a good piace
rts. records and books to  for Levis.” She pulled a peart bu-
hs stock and of small gore in  toned western shirt off the rack. 1 .

ness
ment of a store before moving into his

APPRECIATION DAYS
‘atLIVONIA MALL
-- EVERY TUESDAY at 9:45 or 10:15

--FREE MOVIE at the Cinema
--FREE PRIZES ;
--MANY IN-STORE SPECIALS

]
\“G January 23rd & 24th
¥ PRE-SHRINE CIRCUS
00 EXTRAVAGANZA!

Friday, Jan.23at7:30p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24 at1:30p.m.

As a kickoHf to the Shrine Circus. Come and
onjoy the antics of over 100 Shriners. Among
the units lestured at Livonia Mall will be the

i
! Scottish Highlanders and the Drum & Bugl
« LIVONIA ce-praﬁmuh.';a.mm:.bm‘:m
i MALL fo¢ discount tickets to the cizcus, posters will be

given 1o all participasts

Mall

p.m_Sunday 12-5

1 Mile
ot Middiebelt

.m .
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' Dave Thombury and Scott Colburn (right) work on & saddle st e
Colburn's leather shop on Grand River in Farmington. (Staft Open daily il 9:00

photo by Harry Mauthe)



