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Quaker State

“Never [ill the gasoline reservoir by lam-
plight

Those words of caution, still good today, are
ta be found on page 20 of the owner's guide that
came in the tool box of every 1503 Oldsmobile cur-
ved-dash runabout

- This is just one gem of advice in oldAime car
lnmr s guide books

N Several of the antique booklets were issued at
/" atime when the horse was first being:challenged
as “King of the Road " IU's a convincing measure
of automotive progress lo compare their contents
with the uncomplicated break-in procedures and
greatly extended periods between oil changes and
other normal service shown in the modemn car
owner's guide

Ranking among Amenca's first “do-it-your-
sclf” books. those early auto operating manuats
told the buyer “how 1o nn it as well as “how to
fx

For cxample. the proud possessor of a 1902
Cadillac chain-driver nmabout was advised “The
best way to lubricate the drive chain afier clean-
ing it is to take about four pounds of beef tallow.
nbout one pound of flake graphite and abowt one
pit of heavy lubricating o, then heat and sur
When thoroughly melted and mixed. put the clean-
ed chain in the hot ol *

HE. OPERATOR'S manual for the 1915 GMC

1 497 truck called attention to this useful
1standard equipment feature “Grooves are pro-
vided alongside the radiator so that pseces of card-
board may be slipped in” ito fachitate engine
warm-up on cold winter momings This truck. in-
cidentally, was the firt GM model featuning a
windshield as standard equipment and was also
the fipst GM Lruck in_which the dnver sat on the
left-hind side

3
That the advent of tubless tires meant fewer
wornes for the motorist 18 borne out by this ex
cerpt {rom the 1928 Portiac owner's gude
ube. tf carried loasd 1n its cardbaard contawner
will be chafed through by jostling about 1f car.
ned in the tool box it is likely to be cut by sharp
objects and rotted by otl or grease Spare fubrs
should be wrapped tn cloth or camed in_ tube
bags Don't hang tubes over nails n he garage
Keep them away from heat or strong Iight *

Thit'note 1n heavy type on the front cover of
the 1903 Oldsmabile runabout's manual shows it
delinitely pre-dated the era of enfightened custom-
er relations  Buyers were wamed “KEEP THIS
BOOK IN THE TOOL BOX A new copy’will not

. be furnished unless a satinfactory explanation s
Riven

Hut [e1's avsume the owner of the 1903 cur
vrd dash Ulds dared to igmore the admoniton o

sells tallow?

the cover and turned to the first section of the
book Here is where he really begins to et ac-
quainted with his new-fangled machine and from
stern to stem. -

THE MANUFACTURER opened hes mechans-
cal orientation on thix rather disconcerting note
“We prefer that p(rvtul nstructions be grven
when 1t is possible

However. ““Stepping up to the [ront of the ma
chine we will remove the custwon and It up the
bottom of the seat. which practically cxposes the
whole of the inside of the machine (See Fig 11
e

Proceeding on inte the mawntenance section.
0 “(hling.” we find that 1n 1903 tranumnisson
Rears needed “to be {Hied with ol abeut once a
week. depending on the amount of use

The operating recommendations and pre
cautions for this pioneer (ddsmobile make some
of the most interesting reading in the 73 yearold
booklet

1 “'Never ‘make a4 quck tum of the steenng
lever while the vehicie 5 runrung at a high spred,
it is hable to cause a bad acodent * (Tilier steer
ing. standard cquipment on this model was vers
feepansible +

2 “When nearing the battom of a hil apply the
speeder o give the motor as great a speed as pos.
sible 1n order to make the next il 1On the
level the 7 hp singlecyhinder engine made out
oK) . .

3 “Use emergeney hand brahe only in case the
chain breaks though 1t 18 well to try 1t accasion-
ally to sce that it 18 1n god working order ~ This
18 how the “Emergency Brake’ gt its name 1

4 “Never leave vehucle with motor rugning
the incvitable small oy and a shght touch of the
clutch Tever will canse the vehicle to leave vou
iHBoys will be boys even an 19m

Same other * Donts

Dot take anshovd's word for it that voar

tanks have plenty of gasoline and water and your
arlcup plenty of ml They mas be gesing

L Aaine that our motar runs well on
rqual parts of jwater and gaswline s a nus
tlake

Dun't make imprnvients IHWKS writing
the factory We know all about nuny of thome 1m
dvise

provements gnd can vou
TARd. Tastly this vers sensible bit of 190 ad
vee for the “hreak i pened

Don't drive your Oldymobde 100 anles the
Ot day You wouldnt drive a greeq horse (0
miles Bl you were aoquasted with lu Do vou
know more atout a gasoline ndtor than vou do a
orse™ .
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