Hearing is Monday

3 state bills aim to curb

Detroit’s power over water

By TIM RICHARD

Oakland County customers of the Dirot
water system will have the ear of a qate
legislative committee next week on three
bulls designed to.curb Detron's power over
the water it sclls 1o 93 sburban commu-
nitles,

The house city government commutiee.
chaured by Rep Michac! Griffin +D-Jack
son. will conduct a public heanng at 10
m. Monday In the auditorium of the Oak
tand County Board of Comvrussioner build
ing. 1200 N, Telegraph. Pontiac

1t & similar hearing in suburban Wavne
County is any indication. Oakland officialy
will argue they thould have a voxce in the
water rate vetting process. Several subur.
ban officialx echoed each other last Mon-
dav at n public hearing in Levonua on three
tlls written by State Hep John Bennett
1D Redford:

Among commitice members ane Reps.
Ruth McNamee ' R-Bimingham: and WV
Brotheron +R-Farmington:

STATE SEN Carl Pursell «R-Phmouth
said Bennett's bill should be amended to
atlow four suburban member of the water
board fo be appointed by the Southeaw
Michigan Cauncil of Governments 'SEM.
Gy

Bennett's HB 3468 calls for suburban
members 1o be appainted by - an avembh
of governments.” and he sud after the
hearing. he objected ta SEMCUG s designa
tion because not all 95 of Detron's water
customers are: SEMCOG members.

Pursell said the “only vehicle™ for np-
pointing suburban water board members
1 SEMCOG Pursell nated that the seven

county transportation authorty’s regonal
baard members are SEMOOG appoxnteces
and that water board membery should be
clected the same way

At present. the mayor o Detrog ap-
points all seven water board members.
lecting three from the suburbs Bennett's
bl calls for four to be mavoral ap-
ponntees. four to be selected by whurban
fovernments and one to be pcked by the
other water board members

LIVONIA MAYOR Edward Il McNa
mara countered last week's testimony by
Deteait Water Department Director
Charles Scales Jr.. who waxd Detron's hold
on the water department shoukdnl be
weakened because Detroit's tull fath and
credit stand behind the wtility’s bonds.

Said McNamara ~The bonds have the
revenue of the ety and suburbe pledged
agminst them ™ and are not supported by
Drirad taxpavers

Added Canton Township Supervisar Robd-

we

budget fiRurea showing the ment
peid $35.00 1o the mayor's office, $43.000
to the Defroit cumcit. §27.000 o the cierk.
440.000 fof data proce~eng. $14000 to the
public information offxce. $80.000 1o the
auditor general. and $91.00 to drlaw de-
partment .

Greendtein “catled 1t “vertical .

tegration * He <aid Detrod 88 o both the,
retail water <ales busincsy twith Detrok -

reuidents) and the wholesale businesy
owith thd <uburbs,

“The wholesale part we want somcthing
to 33y abdut The wholesale <hould be seps-
rated out{ We should set up an autharity of
wsers to fun the wholesale operation..” the
Canton shipervrior declared

McNAMARA ATTACKED the entire op-
cration of the Water department. ~They
are answirable to no one They have very
lttle Knpwledge and very lutle cxpe
nence

ert st
blindly allow the City of Detrod to xav “it's
our <ystemn - What Detrod actually has i
volved hay depreciated to near nil

Only one to three per cont of the water
bonds are supported by the full fath and
credit of the City of Detrowt The rext v
supported by revenue bonds

SUBURBAN OFFICIALS cmtendod that
what Detror s actually domg 15 1sking
two thirds of 1t4 water revenues (rom sub-
urbanites then using the proceeds o pay
for \mpravements to Detrot's mtemal
water svstem and subsidinng the ctv's
general operations

Greenstein quated water department

coal ofl swmmer

And for 0 vary (8ot fime yOu Can €O 1% OA the eetrG samngs of Kot 1
r# 14010n 1pecial Get brand new. dolar 10ving cooling powsr of low
1974 prices And our low sematonal inallghon praces will savy you even
mare The bargoms won 't tatt much longer thowgh Coll todoy

Stamp ovt

7 fan dancing.

And save cool cash
on central air,
right now.

428y coirlcoing st  phoe calawa

The Kast Reputation has been growing since 1937.
HEATING and COOLING

580 S. TELEGRAPH ot ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
Call: 642.7150 330-9255

L} 2-3350

Offcer in Poatiox. Sterkng Merghts and Royol Ook

s3id suburts which retail
water pubchased wholesale from Dutrokt
are audiird annually. and the audts are

scnt to the state treasurer. In contrad. the
Lavoria mayor said. the Detrot water de-
partment’s bookt are audted by an inde-

pendent fyrm ol ofce 1 fve vesry and.

Detrost 1< exemgt {rom fuing ite suddt with
the state; treasurer

One of Bennett's bills. 1B $463 raquires
annual audits and makes thow sudits pub-
lic eeonrés

MeNamhra said the water depariment
writes arf annus! budget. procecds to -
rore tne kadget and to co-mengle the funds
It recens ey trom its retas and wholeale op-
erations jthuy crabling ot to “hide” <.
pluses ggnerated by suburban wsers

BENNHTT, CHAIRMAN of a specal
house cofnmitice which studed Detrot's
water ralp structure several years ago. tes.
tihied thel city svstematically talied and
often relpsed oftering data on v water
and scwgr operalions

During] a lawsuit, brought by Redford
Townshigy Benoett <aid. Detrok settied ot
of court for $256 000 tn avod having s rec-
cords ‘subpenaed and publicired

Rennet( added ~The Detrot water de-
partment| has taken, the position that the
water department 18 the private doman of
the Cits 1of Detront 1 would kke 10 pont
out to this committee that the water sy
tem wat! built and expanded sith public

s of dollars of <tate and federal
funds hate been poured mto the system
The Deint water department was the re.
of » substantial portion of the State
of Michigan $318 mullion water pollutim
abatemedt bond (seue which was approved
by the (oters

Today{ more than 63 per cent of the pop-
ulation s¢rved resides 10 the swburbs. and
more thin 60 per cent of the revenucs
come frcdm the suburbs. tes they have no
voice o {he mperation of the water system
and no | representation on the water
board

f

UPTO
We Have Cleared

Our Warehouse
of many one-of-a-kind

1975 Furniture Pieces!

‘ FRIDAY, APRIL 9th
& SATURDAY APRIL 10th ONLY

50% OFF

LIVONIA ONLY

DOES NOT
INCLUDE
ITEMS IN THE
STORE

. Onty

s

Umbrellas -Redwood
Wrought Iron -Aluminum

Chaise Lounges -Chairs - Tables! ™

SOME SLIGHTLY MARRED-ODDS & ENDS
BUT ALL OUR USUAL FIRST QUALITY!

' nitd Reifits

SALE HOURS: £ APRIL 9.9:30-9:00

" 29500 W. SIX MILE

522-9200

SAT. APRIL 10. £:30-5:30

"y

Thurxdsy. Apnl 8, 1978 OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

(Ro-11A)(0) 15A"*

Clossic Colonial . . .

The design of antique brass, white opal glass and wood turned
center column fits easily into Early American or Colonial set-
tings. The lighting effect of the 5-light chandelier is rich, warm
and charming. Priced at only $93.50.

Chandblir

... you'll see us in a better light

BRMINGHAM 8300 TELEGRAPM AT MAPLE  SLOOMFIELD PLAZA
ROCMESTER 413 MAMN STREET AT UNIVERSITY
ANN ARBOR 2177 WEST STADIUM BLVD

e —

Lightweight
summer champion:
the Pinfeather
Cord suit
by Haspel

Weighing in at just a few
ounces. Haspel's vested cord
suit is a certain summer winner
Cool, crisp and bandbox

fresh, it's tailored of the ideal
blending of easy-care polyester
and cotton. Put some punch in
your warm weather wardrobe
with this light weight wonder
in any one of four frosty colors -
blue, yellow, green and red
Vested $120

NAPOLEONS

v
SHORT SIZESONLY

THEBERN |

REGULAR snd LONG S12€S

FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER - DEARBORN - 533 4320
685 SOUTH ADAMS ROAD - BIRMINGHAM - 642 3076




