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From oddity to necessit

Telephone in.Mﬁchigan nears its centennial

The *Speaking telephone ™ made its Mich
igan debd In the Detroit area only 18
months alter Alexander Graham Bell and
s young assistant madn Kistory with the
famous “Mr. Watson. come here. 1 want
you!" message 100 yr'ars ago in Bostan

On July 28. 1877 CC Reed. telegraph su
perintendent of the Mictugan Central Halk-
toad in Detroit, received two telephones
mailed to him by Hell A contemporary
news account said Heed *'proposes Lo satis
factorily demonstrate” the telephones’
merits by a series of experiments

During the next two months. Reed dem
onstrated the telephones around the city.
but it was an enterprising local business-
man who devised o way to advertise what
the telephane could do.

A SIGN IN Frederick K Steamns’ Detroit
drugstore In September 1857 heralded the
first commercial telephone line by inviting
people to “Come in and talk over the amaz-
Ing long distance telephone Throw your
solee almost (wo mules ™

That first commereial telephone linc—a
single, iron wire strung over the roofs of
houses—linked Stearmy’ drugstore at Wood:
ward and Jefferson to his laboratory at
Woodbridge nd Sicth

Detroiters Nocked 1o try the new deviee.
bul most were skeptical —dhey were sure it
was o hoax and the voice they heard over
1he phone was someone shouting through a
speaking tube from an upper floor

DETROIT POLICE Drpartment was sec-
ond 1o we the new Bell telephone tn the
city AnOct 8. 1872 news account in a e
troit paper stated that the “telebhone o
the police slutions (ontinues to afford vis-
Htors and atlendants much ertertainment.”

Despite local skeptics, a survey revealed
7 interested subscribers In August 1878
51 custommers ordered hincs connecting
them to A central switchboard in the Tele-
graph Block Muilding #1 Griswold and Con-
gress strects—the present site of the
Guardian Building

Messenger boys from the kocal telegraph
office were hired as operators and the fol-
lowing month Detroit's first telephone df
rectory was published By Lhat time the
list of customers had grown to 13, all of
whom were listed by name in the direc-
tory [n January 1879 Detrat cusomers
were first in the natdn to be assigned
phone rumbers to facilitate handling catls

A DETROIT newspaper, one of the In-

itia) 83 subscribers. commented In Decern-

ber 1878 that ~The use of the teiephane 1n
Detroil is increasing by leaps and bounds
The Instrument is passing from a conven-
ienice to o necessity and many famities are
having it installed "

In 1830, the world's first interrational
communications were cttablished with 2
Uine linking Detroit and Windsor. The fol-
lowing year. the first long distance Line 1n
the state was strung between Detrost and

With increasing demands for phone service, the four-way pole
was designed to handle telephone wires trom four direclions.
Thig giant pole stood in front of a Detroit central olflice builing tn
the late 1890s.

Naturalists share their flowerlore

Farmingion area clemenary students n
grades one and four soon will haye an
creased appreciation of wildfowers and
the great out-ofdoors.

From Monday. April 26, through Fndav.
May 7. members of the Famungton Area
Naturalists will give programs m al area
«chaals including parnchial ancs

Thase wha will be presenting the pro-
wrams include Eleanor Douglass  Ana
Niodewig., Kay Withfl Margaret Canverse
and two teachers who belong to the club
Heta Dodd and Carolyn McQuiggen Afer
a whde program on Michgan wildflowers

and Tocal geology the speakers will an-
swer questions

Amang the things they will share will be
Wentification of protected wildiowers such
astrilhium. lady's shppers birdfot. vilet
trailing  arbutus.  dogwood.  bittersweet
holly. gentian. club mosser and pmku

All of the speakers have their own wild
flower gardens in which they grow the pro-
tected specwes. Protected wildflowers may
anly be dug and replanted with the per-
mussion ol the landowner # they are @ an
endangered situation

Port Hurdh The 75 mile hnk brtween the
two cities' was one of the longest in the
world

Grand Hapids. which missed having the
firet Bel [telephone in"Michigan by only
cight dayp. also was expandirg its net-
work Thy first phone conversation there
o Aug 3 187, but public
phone serfice didnt arrive untl (wo years
the city gat the second switch:
the state
Soon alter. telephone ¢ s were o5
in Bay City Saginaw, and
Huron exchange celebrated ity
; Christmas Day. 189
no,carly exchanges were cre-
he Upper Pemunsula, news ac-
cate 3 young telegraph operator
on was renting telephone in-
ruments; to copper mines in 1877 1n 158
lephone line in the Upper Perun-
ompleted. connecting Greenland
to Ontondgon vu Rockland
penod. prls began e
v opézalors when a number of
Grand Rapids were discovered
fnarbles mstead of tending the
switchboaid Detrodt made the switch to
women operators late in 1579

bovs In

RCH ‘196 the Michigan State
Company—latér to become
Bell-had 20 exchanges and
000 customers Thal same year.
gan State Comgany tssued the
ory in the country featunng clas-
afied bysiness advertising on yellow
pages
Early 18
first cros)
the first
made 1|

1915, Michigan hooked up to the
country, long distance line and
etroit o San Francisco call was
took 30 mimses to set up the

$1670 Teday, with custommer direct dis.
lance diding 3 call gnes through in sec-
onds and jcould cost as Iittle as 53 cents for
three mifutes

Automaic dial servir was introduced in
Detroit 1923 permitung customers to
dial theit|own local calls  The first transat
Lantic cal) from the state was made lo Lan-
don early in 1927 and later that yrar tele.
vision impges carried over telephane lines
were demonstrated for the first time to the
Detrot gublic

IN the 003, Michigan Hell
e miltion telephones 1n service
residents were making more
million calls a day

During| World War »1l. Michigan Fiell
helped ‘e the war effort by installing
telecommunseations equipment at mubitary

At

EARLY
topped o
and stat|
than foul

three-mirgrte call &nd (o the customer °

bases around the stats mm:‘m‘

Ship-toshore phone service for Great
Lakes vesscls was inaugwrated o 142 and
mobule car phones in 196

IN THE "MS. telephone advancements
and infovations began arriving at an even
faster rate in Michigan. mog of them
made possibie by the mvention of the tran-
SIor In IM7 by a team of Bell Telephone
laboratories sclertists

Tn 1962 Michigan Bell installed its two-
nllionzh photie A year later Rermingham
becamé the second community in the na-
tion to have direct distance dialng (DDD1.
customers to dial their own long

enabimg
distance calls direct withot operator as- |

astance. DDD came to Detroit 1 1990, and
today wirtually all of the compa n custom-
ers have the senace

Ao in the early "S0s. color phanes
started to become a common ugt
homes and offices around he state

THE PRINCESS telephone made its
debut 10 Lhe state 1n 1960, followed closely
by Beliboy service The Speakerphone ar-
nwd in 199 Touch-Tone senice was
introduced the following year in I%S. the
modern Tnmline phone—mith ts dal o
the receiver—made its national detat 10

Michigmn
In the late ‘§0s. electron:c switching §ys:
tems. abtle to handle alls a thousand
umes (aster and mare economucally and ef-
ficently than previows equipment. armived
m the state Today. Mxchigan Bell has
about 88 of these super electronic switch.
e in service .
In 1973 Mschigan Bell marked anothet

fmulestone with its five malbonth —a
white Trimlite installed at Greenfield Vil-
lage Alw that year. intemational direct
@istance dialing permutted customers to
begn dialing therr awn overseas calls di-
rect

MICHIGAN'S LAST manual phones
faded 11to fustory in 1974 when clectronic
switching replaced S Ignace’s old-fash-
toned “number. please’” operator
switchboards

Over the vears. Michigan Bell has be-
come a mapr alizn n the sate and
the commundies it serves The fourth larg;
“est private emplover in Michigan. the tele-
phone company prowdes jobs to about -
30,000 Operating in 7 of the ate’s *
8 counties. Michigan Belt series some 28
muthon customers and handles an average
of more than 31 milbon calls a dav to
points withun the state. to aher states and
throughout the world

This 1904 telephone construction crew erected one of ghe first long d.stance cables leading out of
Detroit. The weil-dressed man aﬁ left with the shovel was the foreman

. By LINDA TAVIOR

Lpcatefl at 1000 Beck Road and known as
SWOVEG. the centet 13 one of four i (ak:
land Codnty designed Lo privide studerts
with mapketatle skills whether they g
mnto fullhime jobs 1mmediately after high
achool of continue ther education  Stu-
dests atfend their “home school” part of
the day iand are bused or dnve to SWO-
VEC fo e relt

The school 1» adifunistered by the Wall-

Consélidated School Dastrict and
includes | students Trom Wedd Bloomfield,
Walled Jake. Farington. Novi. Milford.
Laeland and Qarenceulle achools as well
A3 Our Uisdy of Mercy and Boys® Republic
. & senior at West
id High School. 18 learning the
trade duning her afiernoon ses.
SWOVEC
Tot better than just reading about
he' said : “We can do it
Jahn Long and other students in
rar printing program Seam skalls
typeseating and keyhrung
When the course is completed. students
are certified 1o work an aflset press
instructar Rolland Rado All the work the
students|do 1s: used by the school system
or sold N

“Theyire mot playting R's all production
work, whuch makes the kids lake more
pride il thewr woek

While [there: 13 some *book learnung.”
Rado sid 99°per cent of hs course n
volves whrking directly with printing equip
ment. & “handson’ learmng process

the two-
n

The pfint shop 15 among class areas to
te of 1o the Sunday

A STUDIEN AREA which offers “mo
problem)

- P.N\. people make
your living all AN\'s'_

Tim, Sherry and Bnan- had been looking fot
someptace that loved kids, had a tot lot for Bnan and
was at a pnce they could afford They left for
Parkvipw Apartments on Schoolcralt near Telegraph
1t was A Moving expenience Call 533-1695

Persons Mansgemert

P.N\. Ze

21790 Coondon Hary Ok Pt Mchoan (B)pee
il

with placement.” said instructor

~

ch;mntants
join group

DtlnruL Fordham of Farmington was re-
cently dpproved for membership.in the

Oskland' y Chapter of the National
Associstion of Accountants.
She iy

a revenue agent with the Internal
Service In Detrok. b
npproved for p wis
Karen Schuman of Livonia, who is in the

hecounting department of Federa!
3 Scuhlfh

§You should see
what we do with

small space.

OFFICE FURNITURE INC
14300 WEST SEVEN MILE RD

'

. . ‘
vocational center |

Rarb Poling. 18 the two-year office tramurg
program .

Her course offers ingtruction and prac-
fice in business machines. and
office etiquette as well as spraliand tram-
ing In legal, medical, exrcutive and ac.
counting sklls

“There are 2 lot of yob opportunties
available for our girls” sad Mrs Polng.
who said her only male <udent dropped

ot

Part of her program mcludes teactung
students what to expect on the job. inchud-
ing coffee breaks time clocks and proper
aure and groomng

The majonty of students in the program
o not go on 1o college immechately. Mrs.

id

Poling
Leamn (Eastin of West Bloombeld High
Schoot s\ | dont plan to @ W cobege

and 1 hke t”

an receive:

Daniel F. Harnson. son of Mr and M
¥red E. Harnson of Farmungton Hills was
recently appanted asustant Libranan in
the document disision of Texas ARM Uni
versity

He received his master's degree ;0
brary science at the Unversay of Mich

| ame their wark go from papee to reality i«

ANOTHER AREA of instruction from
which mast students go direetly irto 2 b
rather than more schooling, is desel me
chamics

Tve learned a lot here ~ sad Bod
Meske. 2 seruor al West Bloormfield High
1t's a handson program

Meske saxd he plans ts go mto the Navy
d be an aviaton mechaucy mate
An area of study in which studerts cah

architectural drafung  According to m
Sructor Jerry Baumann. uderts have
worked on actual plars for homes plants
and the Wisom Fire Saton

Baumann said mast of ks tuderts do go
™ to college 1o study archtecture. ussally
2 lawrence Institate of Technology. the
Universty of Michigan. Ferns State or
Schaoleraht College

library post

1%an last Drcember and il assumung, his
new pasition, is emiploved i the graduate
beary at the unnerity

00 April 2 he will be mitaated 1o Beta
Plu Mu. national library horor sorwety e
will assume bis position i College Station
Tewas at the bransung of the fall term

Area members added to Phi Beta Kappa

Three area studerts have jowned P
Beta Kappa at the Unsversity of Michigan

Mary K Play, 2203 Maung Farm
mglon and Margaret A Garganan. 3560
Ridgewood. Farmington thlls wefe among

the 119 tudents who jomed the chapter
Wiley V' Chan. 2713 Skye Drve Farm
ington Hills alo joned

The guest speaker af the wuation han
quet was Prof Ruswel Fraser. of the wu
versity's English department

How students tune their skills

As for the current b market for his
admtes howerer Hwumann aid The
bo'ding trades are 1ight  For those whn
do g0 on with their eduration and find
work_ he predicts nxomes on par with
«alesmen and mgineers

Tma Tate_one of the few @rl. in the pm-
@ram sad she has aluavs been intercded
mn .drafing and architecture

1 plan to g0 en t0 OCC Cakland Com
munity College« and would like to get into

g old homes

Other courves taught at the center
which 13 totally paid for with state county
and [ederal morey include advanced <ore
and window drspla . auto mechanics. data

. enpneenng drafting. fond wrv-
e indntrial electronics machine shop
landscaping and greenhowre. retait Moral
deugn and operation and weiding

“The open house 13 an exauuert opportu-
nuty for both losers and future stu-
denls 1o lank over the traming we pve our
qudents  wa John Nennx the schonl ¢
principal
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MODERN gets

When it’s time to

into ACTION

Moderm ...

It's a simple transition to convert our
proper noun into an action verb. Just as
simple is the transaction, of your old office
into an up-do-date, pleasant and attractive
place to work and do business, when MOD-
ERN OFFICE SUPPLY goes into action.

Our experienced design staff gets into the
action, too: color-coordinating, space-plan-
ning, outfitting and acceséorizing your office,
oreven justacorner of it! |

We'll assist you when y&:u re-model ... and
when you're buying supplies for your new
office —quite frankly —we'd like a piece of
that action, too!

On Southtield Rd. between 134 14 Mile Roads,
642-5600~O0pen Monday thru Friday 8.00-5:00
.
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