Mister Rogers tells
of children’s musical

Detroit became a greater neighborhood
for children when Mister Rogers vistted re-
ly.

Fred Rogers. host of the popular public
televislon children's series. “Mister
Rogers Neighborhood.” was in Detrot for
Music Hall's announcement that it will pro-
duce and present an onginal children’s
stage musical which Rogers has written

The show. entitled "SummerSnow " will
have its world premiere at the nonprofit -
performing arts center June 17 1t will be
presented twice daily. at 1) am and 2
pm through June 77 A national tour fob~
lowing (he Detroit run of the show ts bemng
considered

“SummerSnow™ will feature characters
regularly seen on “Mister Rogers Neigh

rhood” series. who will stng and dance
“a very touching story for chddren.” ac-
cording to Rogers Hiv daly program e
seen by children in seven mullion house-
holds each month n the United States and
n Canada and American Samoa

ROGERS, ON making hs first official
visit 1o Detrofl. was tntroduced by Music
Hall Board Chatrman Ruth R Glancy.
who praised the consistently high quality
of programming which has made Rogers
one of the most respected figures th Amer-
ica televisn and one of the most beloved
by children

Mrs Glancy sad Detrogers will take

pride in (he fact that Mister Rogery’ first
stage adaptation will be produced and pre-
miered here

Rogers. speaking in wm voice that
characterizes his expressed
pleasure that a per!om ‘ars center
would undertake to produce an orighal
children's musical

“Too often these days young pecple
aeem to be overlooked by American thes-
ter.” he said

Rogers revealed that “SummerSnow"

wpmuhed s with the ldalyaruoh
Pittsburgh

“MISTER ROGERS Neightorhood™ i
produced by Family Comyrunications,

B u ..
“SummérSnow is { stage adaptation of

one of the children's ¢

Inc . a nonprofit
by Rogers lor the
and other communication ve&h !w hm
lies with young children The sertes is
Lapdd al WQED-TV studios in Pitsburgh
where Rogers, his wife and two sons make
their home Levine fo managed
Heinz Hall Performing Arts Center in that
aty

Rogers commended Muse Hal's in-
tative “Producing s show, whether for
stage or television. is always a risk Lke
any fisk 1t requires both the courage and
desire 1o do something that Pﬂ\\ been
done before.” he said

people

DiChiers added that “SummerSnow"
will be prodiced in Detrok. but that he
will interview production specialists in Bos-
lﬂ\lrl!N('VMi n the

“SummerSdow” tickets are avaiable at
Music Hall. Hudson's. ‘Grinnel's. or by
telephone - 9637680 For group discounts.
call 93762
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Buffo’s back

Butfo, who 1s a singer. a musi-
cian, an artist, a magician, a
mime, has returned to the Raven
Gallery in Southfield, where he
was first booked as an ex-
periment in entertainment. Buffo
appears through Sunday. Butto
has played musical showcases
from coast to coast since s
original presentation at the
Raven. A benefit performance will
be presented at 2 p.m. Sunday by
the Children's Orthogen:¢ Center
Proceeds will benefit emotionally
impaired chitdren
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