O’Hara brokers votes
for legislative success

By TIM RICHARD

*"You've got to have the voles before you
Ret to the floor,” Jim O'Hars keeps
saying.

A nine-tern member of the:U'S. House

of Representatives, O'Hara boils down his
appeoach to liberal leglslation by deciding
whether he can negotiate Icr “hall & loal
now and come back for the other hall
laln or "I"Il we should k«p the heat

“Oiara (D.Utica) talked about the way
be and other Democratic liberals have
pushed tabor, cducation and soctal legisia-
tion over the years in a recent talk to 18h
District Democrats and tn an Interview

"l STARTED OUT I1Ih the Democratic
Party o long lime ago.” said O'llarn—one
of the firt members of his party to penc-
trale the Republican stronghold in the sul
urbs.

““Warren was wherr we worked Lhe hard-
est because we had all those new reudents
out here [ worked the precincts in Sheiby
Township. and 1'll bet you the shoes 1 wore
s cost more than Lhe money | collected
In the Dollars for Democtats dnve.”

He talked of the ways of Congress ~The
world's a pretty resistant place. You can't
walk into-an institution as complicated as
the howse of represertslves. make a
speech and expect the world to change lly
the time somcone makes a speech. the
Nght's over *

AFTER 18 YEARS in the house. O'tlars
15 seeking a change. Father hell be nom!
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nated and clected to the senate In 1976,
gures he can make progress by

yl!ﬁmndo“m!n\ or he'll be back in

Macomb County practicing Law

The remark about mot changing the
woeld with & speech seems aimed at Rep
Donald Riegle (D-Flint), another senate
contender with an oratorical flair.

“We finally stopped Lhe il and gas
Sobby in their tracks,” O'Hara said a3 he
talked about the industry's efforts to get
de-regulation. “We gave ‘em de-regu-
lation. all right, but we came uwp with &
substitute. We've heard all this hogwash
about the downtrodden, ‘mom and pop’
gas producer.

“We took all the litthe guys out of it
(regulation | —enyone producing 8 billion
cuble feet or less We'l continue to regu-
late 25 zvmvmln but they produce 70 per
cent of the gas.”

O'HARA SPENDS MUCH of his time
thinking about the relstionship between
the City of Detroit and its suburbs

Of efforts 10 aid big cities, he s2id
donl think we're dumgpuing in dollars to
cover deficits. I've been for counter cyelic-

revenue sharing It's a temporary de-
vice (o help areas that have had great im-
pacts from the recession

““The plight of the citses Is a longterm
situation 1donY have any answers to that.
I'm very dstnstiul of answers that have

ity.
“You have to figure ot what's causing
declines of dities. Crime (s a major peob-
lem

O'lara was cnitical of the way a tele-
vision special attacked the US Depart.

Thoradsy, April 29, 1976
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‘The Peace and Natioral Priorities Cen-
Wolﬂhﬁ&ﬂ!yhﬂ.ﬁ(um
ticonaire for congressiomal canddates. A
meeting to work on the questionnaire has
teen scheduled for § pm. May 10. at
Qhurch of Our Saviour. on Midde Belt pust
south of Maple, West Bloomfeld

Center plans questionnaire

Volunteers are being sought for the proj-
ect, which includes making up & question-
naire lor congressional candidates in e
August pnmary . mailing the questionnaine
0 all candidates who e i June, foliow.
P by letter and phone to obtan respon-
se3, and tabulation of arswers and distnbu-
tion of responses Lo press and local groups

7

has done in holding down costs. Those Lab
] tests! Theyll run you to death.

'wswclnmmmmmm&
rection of national heahh insurance.
have my vision, mlmmaywn
sarted with something else

“What I'm trying 10 say Is. yes. I've
been a cosporsor, but we havent gt the
votes. I'm willing 1o accept some
and watering down—as long as taking part
dlr-lmlummknﬂnmn-
can come back for the rest later”

Not many years ago. O'Hara was ane of
“the leaders of the most Liberal growp in
Congress Today he rates & 74 on the Amer-
icans for Democratic Action scale. and the
new freshmen are running up scores in the
%0s. 0°'Hars seems to be getting & little bit

uu and t-crossing, petty. hnrn‘(nnnl
days. the courts were the problem. Now

ment of Howsing and
for continuing to provide mortgage money
th the city

“I'VE TRIED lo analyze what brings
people 1o the suburts.” he went on

“One thing they like s that a suburb it a
manageable siz

“It's interesing the way the suburbs
have developed. Poles have lived on the
cast side, moving up to Sterling Heights
and Shelby Township [tatians have moved
to S, Clair Shores and Fast Detroit. Hun-
garians to Lincoln Park. Allen Park and
Melvindale.

“1t's true that we have nat cities and sud- °

urts. but a serdes of small units held to-
gether by something . .

O'Hara sticks to basic tssues of the
bread-and.butler sort He is a sponsor of
the Kennedy Corman national health insur-
ance plan

Bu\lmm(hun(\amn A reason 1
(avor the Soal Security Administration
handling it is the miserable job Blue Cross

Young GOP
meeting slated

Art Elliott, Oakland County Republican
Party chairman, will sddresa the May 11
general meeting of the Oakland County
Young Republicans st 8 pm_at the Troy
Hilton Inn. 1458 Stephenson Highway near
May

Eliott. a Troy resident. was county
chalrman from 195741, constitutional con-
vention delegate. George Romney's cam-
paign manager in 1962 and siste party
chalrman (rom 19345 He also has served
23 chairman of Rep Willium Broomfield's
campaign commitiee

Jewish women
plan conference’

The spring conference of 'mrhlnn
tranch of Women's League for
tive Judaism will be held Tuesday -Il

Wednesday, May 11 and 12 in Congregation
Beth Achim, Smlhﬁﬂi with the theme A
Time (or Everything

Mrs Bernard Whiteman of Southfield is
chalrman and Mrs Seymour Ungar. also
of Southfield. is coordinator

In addition to the -wlm encourter
sexvion and Shaha the confer-
ence will include M\ﬂllldlm of officers at
the banquet, The speaker will be Mrs I

" ving Rogolf of Wantaugh. N.V.

everything i

“When government doesnl want to en-
force a law. it damn well doesnt.”
said, aung what he cails a faihee of the
governmert to apply the Occupational
Health and Safety Act to farm workers har-
med by powerful pesticides.

Despite the campaign for higher nlhn
O'Hara boasts a good sttendance record
the howse It's hu,‘llvk 1 &l there .m
count the votes \_

v
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