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_Redford Union, Wayne Gain Tourney Finals

Redford Unton s ‘or Wayne?

That was the issue at stake
Tuesday night when the two
schools met in the finals of the
fifth Les Anders Memorial In-
vitational baseball tournament
2t Ford Field fn Livoata,

They were to have clashed
Sunday, but rain dictated other-

3

The dehy, ina sense, brought
cheers to’ both teams ., espece
{ally Redford Union which would

have bad to play three imes in |

48 hours,

REDFORD UNION - won its.
‘way to the title game by win-
ning over Plymouth, St. Agatha,
Garden Clty East and finally
over Bentley, 4-3, In a nine-

Inning semifinal duels,
Wayne turned back Farming-
then ousted Clarenceville
and Fraoklin before gotng 10
innings on Saturday foturnback
Garden City West, 5-4,

(_/

The tourney, which started
with & record fleld of 19 teams,
1s sponsored by the Livonla
Optimist Club, the Livonia Rece
reation Department and the Ob=
server Newspapers.

Here’s the story of the way the

semifinal action weat:
Wayne 8.
G.C. West 4

It took 10 innings (three over

A

i
i

SLIDING ACROSS plate in a cloud of dust is Garden City West's Jerry Lacrosse
during a tense moment in the quarter fina) round of the fifth Les Anders Memorial base-

ball tourney on Henry Ford Field in Livonia.

(Observer photo by Doug Johnscn’A .

There’s- Precedent
Behind Smith Move

When Mayo Smith, manager of
the Tigers switched Mickey
Stanley from center field to
shortstop bermanently, atter the
experiment |, during the 1988
World Series, he had plenty
of precedent for his mave,-

To many it seemed shocking
that he should take a player
who was generaily considered
the best centerfielder In base~
ball and move him to the kay
position 1 -the infleld. It was
especially surprising that the
switch was made at a time
when the Tigers aré defending
the world champlonship.

But it isnt the first time
the Tigers have switched a star
at one position to another to
solve the problem of getting
more hitting power intothe line-
up,

Back in the days when Mick~
ey Cochrane was piloting the
Bengus, hewas faced with much
The same type of problem--
and he acied quicker than Mayo
to make the most of the con-
dittons.
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IN THOSE DAYS Mickey was
a fixture behind the plate, He
was a flery leader at the height
of his career and it would have

’
been folly to ask hm to give
up the catehing job to another,

But right behind him was a
blg, square shouldered Indian
named Rudy York, whowas eag=
er to become the Tiger catcher
and fought Mickey for the job
every inch of the way.

Rudy wasn’t the greatest cat-
cher in the league, but he Was
oae of the most pos
ters. Mickey want
use of his power 3

S0, he made a deMslos

He sent Rudy to Mllwaukee
of the American Association,
to learn how to play first base,

‘““Learn to play first,’” Mick=-
ey told him, *‘and you can be
the backup for Hank Green=
berg.” ~

It wasn't what the big Indlan
‘wanted, But he went,

He not only learned how to
play first, but at the end of the
season was named the most
valuable player in the Amer~
ican Assoclation,

P

HE WASNOW ready--not only
to be Greenberg’s backup mas,
but Rudy was ready. to fight
Hank for the job,

And Cochrane knew he would

bave a problgm on his bands

" PRETTY PAMELA MARTIN. of hwmmgham.

Miss Teen-Age USA

in

1968. will reign as

queen of the ‘Michigan Derby Ball Sawrday eve-

ning. June 7. at the River

Room  Detron's Cobo

Hall. Al proceeds from the dance will be ged tc
support the work of the Muscular Dystrophy As~

sociations of America, Inc

before he could have both
Greenberg and York in theline-
up at the same time to take ad~
vantage of thelr power at the
plate,

During the winter Cochrane
and those who guided theides-
tiny of the Tigers declded ona

ing move,

Why not move Greeaberg to
the outfleld and put Rudy on
first?

The ldea seemed fantastic,

Greenberg was called in, The
predicament was explained to
him and it was pointed qut that
the move could possibly be of
great benefit to the club,

“Flne,” Greenberg answer~
d, “but what about me--and
tmy future, 1 know where Iam
golng 2s a first basemdn, but
1 won’t know about the outfield.”

““Make it worth my while to
try,” he told the late Waiter
0. Briggs, owner of the:club
at the time, .

el .

IT SOHAPPENED that Briggs
was a gambler, too,

So, he rewarded Greenberg
with a substantial ralseto move
to the outfleld and York went
to first base...but not before
one ot the zanlest moments the
Tigers ever - experienced In
spring .

‘When York reported the:next
spring, Mickey contacted him
and sald, ““Rudy, forget- that
first baseman’s mitt for the
time being and get an infleld-
er's glove, We're going to try
you at third base,”

“Not me,” Rudy answered,
and went fishing for four"days,

‘When he returned Cochrane
not ooly seot him to third base,
but moved the flawless Charlie
Gehringer from second base to
short In an experiment,

1t lasted only a few nnings.

Never was a player so much
out of place as Gehringer at
short -- and several linedrives
almost telled York,

“'Get out of there before you
get Klled,” Cochrane yeued to
York,

a0 L

SO RUDY MOVED to first
base, and Grebnberg went to
left tleld oo'a permanent basls.,
No player ever worked harder
to make good than Greenberg,
and be would shag flies longaf-
ter the pther players ended
thelr practice for the day. !

He never went back to first
and the Tigers had full use of
the double-barreled attack of
Greenberg and York.,

At the time the move seem~
ed even more startlicg than the
shifting of Mickey Stanley, the
league’s best center fielder, to
shortstop to make the most of
the talent available in defense
of the American League pen-
nant.

the seven framesusually played
by the preps)’ before Wayme
could oust Garden City West,
5-4,

Singles by Joe Roussel and

Jtm Creekmore, coupled with.a
fleldep’s choice, led to the de-
ciding run after Garden City
West had rallfed to knot the
seore,’

Wayne erupfed for its first
four runs In the fourth inning.

Meantime, West tallied {nthe
fourth when Jerry LaCross was
safe on an error andcame home
on Carl Dork's single, '

Two more West runs were
tallled in the fourth on 2 single
by Al Poland, triple by La-
Cross and an error, 'Ia the
fifth, a bit by Poland and an
error enabled West to te the
issue at 44,

" Roger Housleyhurled the dis-
tance for Wayne while Steve

Pummill and Pat McHugh work-
ed for the losers,’

Redford Union'4,
Bentley 3

A bitter duel between two of
the~arch rivals in Observer-
-1and resulted in Redford Unlou
Squeering past Bentley, 4
the elghth inning,

An  error,

giving - Randy

Taylor life, started the elghth
inning, Kirk Taylor was hit by
a pitch and both Dale Bjerke
and Tim Fox were'hit by a
pitch to force in the winning run,
RU started Kirk Taylor, but
at the end it was Bferke, the
team’s ace hurler, who cameé to
the mownd in the seventh and
picked up his second Wictory
1o 24 bours and third|in the
tourney.
‘Bentley used Ken Ockerman

; W1]l1ams Era Ends At Farmington

Twms Bow Out As Winners

I was both 2 first -- anda
last -- at Farmingten High
School, .

The “first’ was the initial
track_meet staged on the Fal-
cons’ new all - weather oval,

The ‘last” was .the swan
song staged by the Willams
twins -- Gary and Larry --
as they madethe(r final appear~
ances before the home folks
winning ones desplte the fact
their team lost to North Farm-
ington, 71-47, in the amnual
dual meet between the arch ri-
vals, ;

Coach Jerry Young of Farm-
ington had to have a few lumps,
in Ms throat as he saw the Wil-’
ams boys bow out,

Larry won the twomile, Gary
the mile,

.

THREE YEARS of brillant
track and cross country etforts
were coming to an end by the!
two brothers,

They had made headlines with
victory after victory,

And there was more, too,

When the Farmington coach-
es met last week to-pick the
outstanding senjor graduating
athlete, they named Larry Wil-
l1ams,

Larry had been named All-
State twice In‘track and twice
in'cross country.

Gary wasnt far behind, He
was an all-stater in the two
sports a year ago.

Each had won twice In the
Inter - Lakes championships,

Larty twice'in a row took the .
two mile, Gary won the 880, .

then the mile,
s or .

LARRY WAS SECOND as 2

junlor and senfor In the state
Class 4 track meet's two-mile
run,

Gary was rumerup 2 year
2go In the mille,

They had run one-two two

years runing o the reglonal
€ross country championships
and excelled In the state meet,

But they were more than just
sparkling athletes at Farming-
ton High,

“Both also were honar stu-
dents," their proud coach de-
‘clared, “They are members of
the National Hanor [Soctety,'

Continued on Page 28

SCORING FIRST RUN for Redford Union in the semi-final game against Bentley is
.Neil Thomas. That's Bentley Catcher Bill Rice waiting for the ball which didn't ‘arrive
in time. RU toppled Bentleysto gain tiie championship finale of the fifth annual Les

Anders Mgmorial baseball tourney.

(Observer photo by Doug Johnson).

at the outset, but ﬂnlshegyylth
its ace, Ken Gawkowski,

Redford Unlon scored 1 b
first on & walk to
Thomas and an error, and
more In the seventh onan ey
Bjerke’s walk and hits by,
and Rob Ngudl,
N PR

BENTLEY "RALLIED in
fifth when Ockerman doulad
over Jim Erwin, %ho had walk-
ed, and taken second on Jog
Berg’s hit,

Then 1n the lastotthe sevgath
and tralling 3-1, Bentley
even when Pn\nl Miller,
Rice and Bill Rice walked
Hugh Shannon knocked In
runs with g stogle.

Redford Unlon managed
three hits as Ockerman faineg
12 and Gawkowsk! whitfed four
more. Bentley was held to five
hits with Taylor striking otf,
and Bjerke three more,

Here’s the way the quarts
finals went: !

0%,

Wayne 8 :
Franklin3 ..

Four runs in the third mnl.ry
provided Wayne with enough. ot
a cushlon to turnback Franklin,
5-3, Three Franklin erxors
contributed to the Wayne ups},
f5g in  which the :’Vduwnnp;
managed only three hits,

Jim Green was the wighing
pltcher while thé loss
tagged on Gary Minor,

Brad Lyons squeezed tn
Archle Lieb with the fAOrst
Franklin runs, The second Te-
sulted from a walk to Randy
Lee and singles by Charles Wig-
gins and Mike Lindstrom.

Ron Opland doubledbver Gary
Allen, who was hit Py a pitch,
with the final Fi

G.C. West 3,
Riverside 2 Z 7

sl

Pat McHugh scnl%ered three
hits and farined 11’as Garden
City West squeezed out o,
win over Riverside,

‘West had to rally from a
deflcit and finally won with s
two-run outburst in. the final
1ni

An error giving Jerry.La
Cross life and a triple by Ray
Hannon gave West {ts first gun.

Then in the final inning, with
the chips down, Rick Roth walk-

[ -
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Furniture Clearance

+ ASSORTED PICTURES

Regular to $19.95; Large and small - Came early - These won't [ash cevensvveanens

eNO MONEY DOWN
®Free Delivery €36 MONTHS TO PAX

*7-PIECE SALAD SETS

ReGUIAr $1.49, . 0iuieteniinsrersecrsissacrsasranssasasresncrsasnsass

«ASH TRAYS

Beautiful assortment

4

.+ Regular 10 $2.00 ¢ vevessererecincicannsasnrannses i

*Ass't MINIATURE PICTURES | *7*"]
Some with Florentine fumn Regular to $3.50 - Now, )
-ALL GIFT_ITEMS
. . oFfl
*ONE{OF-A-KIND LAMPS | 5] A°*
« DINETTE CHAIRS o5
*BOX SPRING/MATIRESS SETS e
. rr":a?ij:e:umk sale! These-are are from our better stockt PRICE!
RBERRYISEE=ES
FURNITURE 1

DIV. OF BERRY'S HOME SUPPLY
25950 W. SIX MILE, west of Beech-KE 2-5933
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