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slo-pitch or “b]ooper ball”
- Call lt the *“old man’s game’ or a *'sport for
fat then.”
. But, whatever the name, it’s a great activity
to have around and certainly has brought out of
‘‘retirement’”” many a would-be Al Kaline, Mickey
Mantle or Ted Williams.

“‘Slo-pitch,” as the game most commonly
is known, is a branch of softbal . except
that those who thought up this version of the
sport had enough sense to make it fun for its
participants and give them all a chance to
become stars.

Softball over the years was a game where the
pitcher dominated. He’d fire with such speed that
seldom did a batter connect.

You still have this version of softball going

. where the scores are 1-0, 3-2, or maybe 4-3.

But, by leaps and bounds, the slo-pitch or
blooper game has-taken over.

The-scores in such contests are astronomical

418-12, 32-25 . . . more: like football and some-

6umen remmlscent of basketball.
the main idea is to nge the batter a
chance to swing and connect . . . and that's what
you have.
. * P

IT HASN'T TAKEN any of the various skills

away from playing softball. You still have to be*
“able to swing a bat with a certain degree oi
dexterity.

The fielding has become more taxing. Unhke
in fast-pitch softball, where the outfielders stand
around and the infielders don’t have great
many opportusities to see what the ball 100ks like,
there’s something to do in the field on almost
every pitch.

Batters seldom strike out. When one does

.'hels so embarrassed he runs and hides in
some distant corner.

But the beauty of slo-pitch is hm.v ‘‘slo-pitch”
has become a family game.

The other night we saw a dad, spruced in his
playing uniform, hanging onto one child on eath
hand while mother walked in front with a couple"

. of other youngsters at Ford Field. :

It’s a pleasant way to spend an evening., While
dad has fun playing, mom and the kids get a
chance to cheer for the “‘old man.”

In some instances, slo-pitch games take on a
picnic atmosphere.

One night we spotled players in between
bats roasting hot dogs and broiling hambur.
gers and also enjoying a bottle of soft drink

. or was it a beer?
Everybody has a good fime . . . at slo-pitch
games . ... and, believe me, the parhcxpants take
\the sport senously

» »

'AKE THE GANG from the Friendly Fyee

Press sports department. What they do each Mon-

. day excites them far more than what Denny Mc-
Lain or Gordie. Howe might do.

George Qantor, who follows the Tigers, was
délighted that the Detroit team’s schedule was
such, he could slip back from Minnesota, before
going on to Chicago . .. and thus he was able to
sock a couple for the FP team.

Executi { sports editor George Puscas
bemoaned the fact he went hitless . . . but,
gee, was he }ruud of his niﬂy»ﬁelding. And
what about big Jack Saylor clubbing a.couple
hits, ('\r‘ent mith making like a Wilt Cham-
berlainMargt; at first, or Ken Clover findinv
that it’s not BP easy to handl: shortstop as he
thought?

Slo-pitch proves that because you' Te 30 you
don’t'have to throw in the towel and quit playmg
on the sandlots.

* »

IT'S A SPORT recreation officials have want-
ed to get older fellows back- playing some brand
of baseball or softball.

Around Observerland, - the ‘number of slo-
pitch teams kegps growmg Understandably so.

The rules aren’t much different than what
you find in baseball.

The pitcher must arc his (osses so that
the ball at one pomt/hlls a point nbn\e the
batter's head. The rufiner must remain on his
base until the batter swings and connects or
the ball is in} the catcher's miit.

The base paths naturally are shorter . . . for
who at age '35 gould run 80 feet four or five times
in one game?

Umpires find slo-pitch gam'es grueling
chores. With the balls sailing merrily around,
there’s no chance for an ump to relax or take it
easy . . . not that he should. But they do.
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When the week started, Gar-
den City East’s baseball team
knew it was certaln of at least
a share of LheMld-Wa)’DE Leag=

_te champlénshp,

East merely had' to sweat
out ‘what bappened whén Taylor
and Riverside finished out their
rained-out schedules.

Whben the news was in--it
was East all alone atop the loop
with an 82 record.

Thus Coach John Kulazenka
continued his brilliant record
of productng caly winners or
runners-up at East.

s .

IN 17 YEARS as coach of the
East baseball team, Kulazenka-
now boasts nine champs and
elght second-place teams,

Top that record!

East bas won the flig the -
last three years in complling
its amazing success story an
the diamond.

Four members of the 1969
team were named on the all
star loop squad picked by the
coaches.

Leading the way was catcher
Kevin Wilkinson, named the .
most valuable member of the
East team. .

Wilkinson finished with 2,370
hitting  mark and has been
awarded--and accepted-~a sch-
olarship from Kansas State Unl~
versity,

Besldes baseball, he starred -
in football and basketball, but
the indications are that he will
concentrate on baseball in col-

Morrison Day\H eld
To Sponsor Athlete

Saturday is -John Morrison

Day at McDonald’s Redford
‘Township drtve-in,

The owner, George DeDecker,
has pledged to contribute $500
of the day's proceeds to send
the Redford Unlon star hurdier
and Coach John MacKenzle to
the Golden West National Invi=
titlonal Track Meet)in Sacra-
mento, Callf,  °

The eight hottest U.S. high
schiodl hurdlers will compete

in each hurdling event of the

Golden West,

Morrison qualified because
his times in the Teglonal meet
were best In the nation in high
school competition this year,
He was clocked at :13,6 in the
high hurdles and :18.9 in the

'

Actlon plctures of the star
will decorate the drive-in an
John Morrison Day, but the
champ will be competing among

INSTANT
WHEELS!

Rent a

new Chevy
for under
$6 a day.

$39.95 per week
plus 10¢ a mile
Rentforaday, aweek.amonth!
)Aany models factory aic-
‘conditioned. Insurance in-

delivery!
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cluded. Call now forimmediate |_

the elght best burdlers from
15 midwestern states in the
Golden Midwest at Elmhlu‘s(
11, that day,

The McDonald’s drlve-ln
owned by DeDecker, is located
at 26830 Plymouth Road, be-
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JOHN CHUTE, East's third
baseman, also was named oo the
all-league team, It marked the
second year in a row for Chute,
who hit ,310.

Pitcher Tim Whitson and Dave
Balley, a rightffelder, were two
other league cholces.

Whitson turned in a 5-0 leag-
ve record and a seasational
earned run average of 0.75.

Bailey emerged as one of
the area’s leaﬂmc hitters with

a.,529 mark,
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DISCOUNT PRICES ON:
DILUXT CHAMMON
% OOODYIAR POWIR CUSHION
X LIS, SiLvLEowN

AL LARIDO

Buy Now and Savs! ,,

Firestone

500"

FULL 4-PLY NYLON CORD TIRES

/2 PRICE

when 03 buy the Ist tire at our faw averyday trade n puic

AU'I'O
RACING

Every Saturday Night
FLAT-ROCK
SPEEDWAY

1 Mile south of Flat Rock
Tolegraph gy Newberg
2 BIG FEATURES
Late Model Stocks
plus
# FIGURE 8 Spectacular

Adylts 82,50 Children 612 61 5
{Time Trials 6:30p.m. Race Bp.m.5

tween Beech.and Inkster,

CEL

» JOE SPARMA

« MICKEY STANLEY
 JIM NORTHRUP
© DICK McAULIFFE

also

Detroit Pistons

-

Phone
453.9836
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Come to our

Hap Hairston of the -

WIN... OVER 30
DOOR PRIZES!

® PORTABLE TV
* SET OF GOLF CLUBS

* Large Tee Line

39500 Five Mile Road at Eckles-Plymouth

EBRITY

JSport Night|

Enjoy our
extensive facilities -
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18-Hole Miniature Golf
Batling Cages
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Lee's Admiral Fourth Flight
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1969 MUSKINS

POOL, HLTER, LADDER

15'-5179

90k — $3000, 1 1/16 Miles
Chiel picks: Parar, Mr. Somcbody,

Cavanwill Mr. Somebod:

Chilote . Somebody

Abbeylands 204 Para ]8' _5199 $2 9 9
Cavanwill Newisdom

Vegas Fronticr Gal

499699

Prices Are Complete
With Pools - Ladders--
Filters

24° Only

Package Includes:

% h.p. stainless D.E, filter,

atum. safety fadder, auta.

surface. skimmer, hair and

lint trap, backwash, deluxe

vacuum, test kit, chlorine,
cenditioner.

For

p..x.,.a m

Ccntonmh
24 Hour
Chlorine
Protection

iscount

Pools / Chemical:
Filters / Heaters

LIVONIA

34750 Plymouth Read
(300" E. of Wayne Road)

Heav:est 20 Ga. Liner - W‘ntenxed! Sanitized!

HEADQUARTERS r-- COUPO!

POOL '5

CHEMICALS i

pool

SWIMMING POOL ASSOCIATED RETAILER'S CO-OP

A5, WORLD'S LARGEST POOL BUYING GROUP! (2

"Sp

( ° Brand new .

AAL S.P.A.R.C.0. ‘OFFER”

. Last year’s design

. 15'x4'5" | 18'x4'-5V2’
21 Available at| 17 Available st

*349°38

Sun Liquid -
! CHLORINE

38: -

& sporis

s / Skimwers / Vacums / Tors
/ Slides / Games / Cecking

ANN ARBOR -

2450 W. Stadivm

sne limit
with oupon

A a7
FLAGSTONE POOL

Low, low prices include our

finest equipment, 6" rail,
3 hp. filter, safety ladder,
deluxe vacuum,

skimmer, fest kit, chemicals

18°pPOOL ...3489

20° POOL, ... %529
24' POOL; ... 5619
27'pooOL ...5749

V37 x 29
Beach Haven
Swim Pogl

Pavilion!
Swim Area - 24'

Has &’ deep, 20 mil. liner, 2},

waltk-atound, 2' fence, 84 sq.
t._patio, 2 ladders, stainless|
D.E. filter, skimmer, vacuum,
test kit, chemicals,

NOwW

(Across from Westgate)
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40,000 MILE GUARANTEE ;

- 3-WAY WRITTEN GUARANTEE

‘.PREMIIIM POLYESTER FIBERGLASS

© TREADWIAR IS LWPROVID ‘UP O 100%

12 MONTHS TO PAY ® INSTANT CREDIT ®'NO MONEY DOWN

Po LYESY!R FIBER G LASS

D UP TO 125 MILIS PIR HOUR
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CHECK THESE PRICTS

SIZE SALE PRICE

[Cen | | %29.95

pei | iy | 3198

gt | iy | 93395

C[Eni [ imrw 935,98

i | e [938.08
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FREE MOUNTING

MAG WHEELS
1521 88

EHRBME REVERSE
3
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FULL 4Pty 2014 21.95
| F10-14_|_23.95
| WIDE [sie s
! H70.14_| 26.95
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A W7015 | 26.95
OVAI-S J70-15 31.95
© FREE MOUNTING ‘® INSTANT CREDIT | j
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SPECIAL DISCOUNT PRICES: ON MAJOR BRANDS

PREMIUM 200 LEVEL WHITEWALLS High Performancel

60 month gueruates

vell Py

2195

EX]]

|
High Performancel

WIDE OVAL
RACING
TIRES

CHMLH
RACEMASTJRS

o INGLEWOOD

* TORQUEMASTER

* HOOSIER

o CASURR

-

TAYLOR

ALLIED
TIRE

T
)

LINCOLN  PARK

ACTION

EAST DETROIT

EASTLAND

T E Ggnt

!
CASH 1
|
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