Records could fall in Observerland Relays

By DOUG FUNKE

w.m a host of slzle-mnked track-
men competing this- Saturday in the
seventh amnual Observerland Relays.
it seems only logical to conclude sev-
eral meet records could be shattered.

‘That's the opinion of Redford Union
coach John MacKenzie. who is direct-
ing the meet, scheduled for Hilbert
Jr. High, 26440 Puritan between Five
and Six Mile.

-1 think well see some of the best
performances ever." said MacKenzie.
“1 wouldn't be surprised to see four of
the five field event records fall and
two or three runnmg events, if the
weather cooperates.”

The weather is the key because the
track at Hilbert is cinder and general-
Iy not as fast as asphalt or tartan sur-
faces.

Livonia Churchill, which has won or
shared the title three times (and is de-
fending champion), again rates as the
overwhelming favorite of area
coaches.

However, the coaches add that they
expect a race to the finish.

Steve Strauch, coach at Redford
Eishop Borgess underlined the com-
petitive nature of the relays: “It's
just going to be 2 good meet. A lot of
good teams are going lo be there and
anything can happen.

Churchill, Livonia Franklin, Livonia
Stevenson, Borgess and a young North
Farmington squad will probably
battle it out for the championship.
with RU looming as an outside threat
depending on how well it does in the
field events.

Other challengers include Garden
City West and East, Redford Thurs-
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ton, Redford Union, Plymouth Canton
and Salem, Farmington, Farmington
Harrison. Southfield-Lathrup, Livonia
Bentley and Northville.

Many outstanding athletes will show-
case their talents for the crowd.
which is expected to number a couple
thousand.

Churchill's Dave Kielty and Kevin

Harrison's Danny Green lost a key match against Northville High last Monday.

(Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

Raiders rip Thurston

Coach Jerry Maxviell's North Farm-
ington baseball team got an unexpect-
ed boost this spring when Barry
Balbes transferred to North from Oak
Park.

Balbes. a junior lefthanded pitcher.
lifted his won-lost record to 30 by
pitching a five-hitter to help North
Farmington whip Thurston. 17-2. last
Monday afternoon in a Northwest Sub-
urban League game on North's dia-
mond. He struck out five and walked
three.

“Balbes has excellent control with a
good curve ball.” said Maxwell.
whose team has a 7-3 overall mark to

go with a 22 record in the NSL. “He

keeps the batters off balance. He

changes speeds very nicely.”
North Farmington, which had

dropped a 12-11 decision to Thurston
earlier this spring, pounded out 16 hits
last Monday. Mike Thomas was the
big sticker with three hits. including a
grand-slam homer. and six runs bat-
ted in. Teammate Jim Russell went
three for four and knocked in three
runs. and Gus Patek drove in two
runs with two hits in five trips.
On April 29, Garden City East
needed eight innings to edge North, 2-
L. Thomas, the losing pitcher. went all

!

the way. giving up nine hits, striking
out six and walking two. North led. 1.
0. going into the seventh inning
North Farmington plays on Friday
at Livonia Fraoklin. The NSL contest
begins at 4 p.m.
FARMINGTON—STEVENSON
Farmington High's baseball team
passed a big test last Monday when it
defeated Livonia Stevenson. 51, in an
Inter Lakes League game at Farm-
ington. The win lifted the Falcons to
43 overail and 11 in the ILL.
Stevenson, which has been the class
of the ILL in recent years. got only
five hits off Farmington pitcher Kevin
Delp, a junior righthander who fanned
eight and walked three.
Farmington had nine hits. including
a 400-foot, two-run homer by Randy
Meier in the third inning. Leadoff bat-
ter Tom O'Malley. a junior, went two
for three at the plate and scored a
run. Mark Mucray had two hits in
three trips and scored a run.
“We finally gol our bats ringing.”
said Farmington coach Rich Roy.
whose team plays on Friday at home
against Milford Lakeland. an ILL foe,
at 4 p.m.
HARRISON—NORTHVILLE

Farmington Harrison's baseball

team has earned a nickname — The
Come-From-Behind-Kids — and last
Monday's game against Northville
shows why.

For the third-straight game, Harri-
son came from behind with some big
runs to win the Western Six League
contest. 4-3. at home.

Northville was leading. 3-1. going
into the seventh inning. but Harrison
rallied for three runs with Al Shay
knocking in the winner with a single
Pat Golich led off the inning with a
double. and Kevin Collar was safe on
an error with Golich scoring. Then
Brett Homovec duubled to left, scor-
ing Collar to tie the game at three all

Win Dahm was safe on an error.
and Homovec took third, Shay then de-
livered his game-winning single. Harri-
son had eight hits to support winning
pitcher Fred Blackmer. who went the
distance. allowing two eamed runs,
four hits. He struck out two and
walked four in lifting his pitching re-
cord to k1.

Harrison. now 4-2 overall and 34 in
the WSL. plays Thursday at home in
a doubleheader against Redford
Union. The first game begins at 3
p.m.
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Chapel are among the premier discus
throwers and high jumpers, respec-
tively, in the state .

Bob Babits and brother Paul, from
RU. both sparkle in the pole vault,
while Ron Cwik and Nick Cipriane.
from Borgess, can compete with the
best in the hurdles and sprints

Franklin. like Churchill. has a bal-

anced reserve of talent headed by
sprinters Dave Bowen and Phil Yu-
hasz.

‘Nnbud\ s going to run away with
the championship.” said Churchill

_coach Fred Price.
(, ¢

Several
runners, such as Bill Rowley, from
Stevenson, Mike Miller, North Farm-
ington, Walt White, Salem. and Mark
Boyd, Garden City West, will also
clash,

The lengthier relays will feature the
likes of Tobin Jones. Churchill. Kurt
Reynolds, Thurston, Hugh Leidlein
and Stu Glatfeiter. Farmington. Bill
Wilkin, Stevenson. and Jeff Perrine.
Garden City East.

Other premier trackmen expected
to participate are Craig Fuelling,
Bentley, Jeff Goforth, Southfield-Lath-
rup. Mike Bowden, Mark Evans and
Charlie Rogers. all from Harrison.
Kevin Hansen, Farmington. and Mike
Skene, from Salem.

iddle-distance

North blanks Thurston

begins at 2 p.m. with
the pole vault, which will likely contin-
ue well into the meet. The discus and
shot put get underway at 3 p.m.. the
high jump at 3:30 p.m. and the long
jump at 4 p.m

The running cvents will begin at 7
p.m. with the four-mile relay. fol-
lowed by the 880 “ard relay. two-mile
relay. distance-me Yley relay. sprint-
medley refay, shuttle-hurdle refay.
#0yard relay and mile relay

Scoring is based on a 54-3-21 point
system. An individual may participate
in_a maximum of four events.

. Tickets at $150 for adults and 75
cents for students. will be avaitable at
the gate

Harrison netters fall

By TOM BAER

Farmington Harrison and Northville
High have developed an intense tennis
rivalry in the Western Six League in
recent years.

Last season. Harrison won the
league meet, but finished second in
the final standings because it lost two
dual meets to Northville. which won
the league title. The rivarly continued
this season as Northville and Harrison
had their first encounter last ) \h)mi?t\’
on Harrison's courts. -

Harrison won three of the first }‘&fr
matches, but Northville won,“the
meet. 4-3. Northville won No. 4 smgles
and No. 2 doubles. the key malches
‘The loss put Harrison at 31 overall
and 21 in the WSL.

In other tennis last Monday. North
Farmington blanked ‘Thurston. 7-6. in
the Northwest Suburban League, and
Livonia Stevenson bested Farmington
High. 7-0, in the Inter Lakes League.

In the Northville-Harrison meet.
No. I singles was interesting with Har-
rison's Danny Green dropping a 6-3. 6
3 decision to Doug Castillo. In No. 4
singles. Northville’s Charlie Whiteside
defeated Barry Leshman in three
sets, 63, 06 64

Northville's No. 2 doubles team of

John Dyer and Jeff Hodge topped
John Bowlick and Chuck Miller, 62 6
2. Harrison won No. 2 singles when
Bob Malitz beat Greg M-Fadden, 6-0.
63.

“T thought we could take North-
ville.” said Harrison coach Bernie
Goldstein. I still think we can take
them the next time around (May 18 at

Falcon girls

Northville). For one thing. Berry Les-
hman was playing sore. He fractured
his thumb and he was playing his first
match in a week.”

COACH NORM Staniszewski's
North Farmington squad had little
competition against Thurston. The Rai-
ders have a 1-1 NSL record.

In No. 1 singles. North's David Ep-
stein, who has lost only one game S0
far. defeated Kevin Kohls. 61.
North's Lahrs Johansson, a (nrelgn
exchange student from Sweden, won
the No. 2 singles match by beating
Martin Schmidt. 63. 6-0.

No. 1 doubles went three sets. The
North team of Bob Schaffer and Rick
Karoub downed Bili Morris and Paul
Brown, 67, &1, 7-6.

Farmington High is 11 in the ILL
and 14 overall after its loss to Steven-
son last Monday.

Stevenson’s Kevin Green defeated
Keith Famie, 6-1. 6-2. in No. 1 singles
In No. 1 doubles, Steve Garver and
Larry DeFiore topped Farmington's
Jercm\ Dando and Steve Krohn. 6-3.

Earher. Farmington defeated Water-
ford Township. 6-1. in an ILL meet at
Township. Farmington won every
match except for No. 1 singles where
Paul Hickey stopped Famie, 7-5. 6-2
Dando and Krohn. playing at No. 1
doubles. beat Bob Garver and Ken
Griffin. 6-0. 61 Farmington's No. 3
doubles team of Roman Kukurba and
Doug Williams posted a three-set vic-
tory over Dave Harmon and Ron Ar-
wald. 57, 61, 7.5,

On Friday. Harrison has a home

meet against non-league Livonia Bent

ley at § pm Farmingon plays 1LL
foe Milford Lakeland at home on
“riday
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SINGLES—Kesin Green LS. defeated Kein
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outrun Hawks

Farmington defeated Farmington
Harrison, 8948, last Monday in a non-
league girls' track meet at Harrison.
Both teams have 13 records.

Coach Ron Short’s Farmington
team won 10 of the 16 events, includ-
ing all four field events. Pam Steinke
won the high jump at 48. Laural
Kleppinger won the discus at 842, and
Earh Harding won the shot put at 23-
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Kleppku;er also won the mile run in
6:09.8, and teammate Beth Gibb was
a double winner, taking the 100-yard
dash In :12.6'and the 220 in :283.

7170 A\

i) in 1:54.1,
and the mile relay (Hollatz, Debbie
Sweeney, Jennifer Hastings ond Gra-
hnw:)u) in 4:430. Grabowski alse won
the 440 in :838.
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