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Green gifts provide
growing pleasure

Ever thought of giving some-
one who bas just had a new baby
a tree tor a gilt rather than a pair
of nifty booties that may be
packed away in a couple of
months or passed on to somegne
cise with a newborn? Or how
about @ flowering dogwood, py-
racantha  or holly bush as a
housewarming gift? Whatever the
occasion, there's a perfect green,
growing plant to meet that gift
aeed.

These examples are only a
few of the thousands of different
plant gift ideas you may discover.
Along with that, many families
have a tradion of giving them-
selves new environmental plant-
mys to observe thewr own special
oveasions as well Birthdays and
apnversanies, a new job, o school
promotion . and so on

[here e o tew pomits sug-
poested by the Amencan Assocne
tion  ob - Nuisetymen (o help
muke your green g t-giving mare
suceesstul. Be sure 1tis a personal
ittt carctully seiected for whal
you can discover to be the necds
and preferences of the recipient.
It you see the faomly has a liking
tor  flowerning shrubs, for n-

stance, then you have a good
clue 10 guide your gift shopping.
If the home needs added shade
to keep the indoors cooler in
summer, save air conditioning
energy, then o lealy tree may be
you. best thought.

As you choose the gift at the
nursery garden center, be pre-
pared with some facts to make
sure the selection is right for the
location it will move to. What
space is availuble where is the
sun at different times of the day
- what js the soil like-how does
the property drain: this sort of
information will help you and
the garden center make the right
chaices,

Most nursery parden centers
will have all the insiructions and
advice about puttbing the new
plant gift in that might be needed
It s thoughttul to pass (hat
Adong. In gact, a ot ol people
pvIng g tree or plant particos
larly when the reviprents are nal
i a position to do the installing
comiortably complete the gilt-
piving by domng the planting, too

Lhere s a spectal Kindi.of
pleasute in giving  preen gifts
from nature’s bounty. And the
pleasure Keeps on growing,

Rising costs prioritize
energy conservation

Energy conservation tips are
gaining importance in many
households across the country.

Aware of rising fuel costs,
many hrmeowners are adding or
replacing  attic insulation and
checking to make sure that win-
dows and doors are properly seal-
ed to prevent undue heat loss

They're also checking to make
sure the fumice is operating effi-
ciently  But many homeewners,
when planning to remodel, are
missing one  (mportant  energy
saver—salid vinyl siding

“Many consumers install new
siding without finding out which
type offers the best insulation,”
said John Flanagan of  Mastic
Corp  As one of the na-
ton’slargest siding manufac-
turers. the firm produces and
sells all types of siding  prod-
uets—aluminum, steel and vinyl

“We conducted tests on the dif-
ferent kinds of melal and vinyl
siding we carry on our own line
And all of our tests proved that
vinyl is & much better insulator
than metal siding ™ .

These test results were con-
firmed when the American So-
ciely for Testing and Materials.
an independent organization, also
tested Mastic's vinyl and metal
siding.  Theirtests  indicate  that
viny!l siding provides as much as
2948 per enet greater nsulation
agmnst heat and cold than metal
siding  And that could mean a
real difference in the fuel bilt

Besides being an efficient
energy saver. vinyl siding  has
many other advantages Because
it s selid color clear through,
seratehes on vinyl do not show as
they do on metal siding

And. unlike metal siding. viny)
will never need repainting. Vinyl
15 also easy (o elean Usually,
simple washing with a sponge

and soapy water will make vinyl
look as good as the day it was in-
stalled.

However, the manufacturer
states that even abrasive cleans-
ers can be used without dam-
aging the vinyl—although such ex-
treme  cleaning methods are
rarely necessary

Metal siding may denl is hit by
hail or a stray baseball. Some-
times the entire panel of siding
must be removed 1o repair these
dents. Vinyl siding. however, will
absorb the shock and show ne
sign ol damage

Safety is another important rea-
son to consider vinyl siding  Vinyl
does not conduet electricity

Unlike metal siding. vinyl docs
not have to be grounded by an
eleetrician when it s inslalled
And because vinyl does not tele-
graph sound. outside noises are
muffles

Garden
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the roots so they cannot take up
water properly. The result is a
plant that is standing in water
but undergoing a drouth.

Q. When do T harvest my sum-
mer squash”

A, Zucchini, vellow straight-
neck. yellow crookneck and
other summer squashes shouaii
be harvested while the skin is
still soft enough to be’ cul with
your thumbnail. If you let them
mature the skin will get tough
and the seeds woody. Winter
squash, on the other hand.
should not be harvested until
after they have heen exposed to
some cool fall weather  Their
rinds should be hard  enough
that they cannal be penetrated
with o thumhbnail

“Our 182k Year of
Consecutive sdventioing in the Eccentrte’’

ASPHALT PARKING LOTS AND DRIVEWAYS
GENUINE SEAL COATING
REFERENCE LIST OF RECENT WORK AVAILABLE .
ASK OUR CUSTOMERS ABOUT USH!!

Ask tor Insurance Cartificpte for Workman's
Compensation and Liability {protect yourselt)
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NORTHWEST PROPANE

32455 NORTHWESTERN
BET. ORCHARD LAKE & MIDDLEBELT 444-3083
B-S WEEKDAYS

626-2538
8-NOON SATURDAY -

Plants!

OF ALL KINDS!
By the thousands!

Buy Direct From The Grower

and Save/
. veqetables, flowers, green plants, and
vines mean savings for you by buying
direct from the grower. And savings

UNUSUAL HANGING
PLANTS

Just a few of our many hanging plants
are Fuchsia, Calitornia Tuberous Be-
gonias, Geraniums, Ferns and Im-

patiens. You'll have to see for continue as you grow your own
yourself to believe our selection. vegetables.
- Q $ \ -
. . -g,;k -
GREENHOUSE
26950 Haggerty Road JustS.af12Mile FARMINGTON 553-4820




