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Families jump into home pool market

The [irst thing a prospective.
swinmming pool buyer shouid
check is whether the builder is

° licensed by the state and be-
longs to the Michigan chapter of ,
the National Swimmming Poot In-
stitute (NSPI).

Chuck Wagner, president of
Wagner Pools of Redford Town-
ship, said the Michigan chapter
of NSPI, was founded in the lute
50s to help organize and police
pool builders and suppliers.
Membership in the NSPI is a
sign to buyers that they are deal- -

Lawn-making gets easier

Never before has there been
such a wealth of raw materials to
choose from when constructing
afawn.

Loads of handsome new cul-
tivags hiave been bred  bluegras-
ses, perennial ryegrass, and fine

Thatch can

A certam amount of thatch
that accumulation of old tissue

ing with an experienced; Ii-
censed, reputable builder.

“Builder turnover is high.”
Wagner said, “because they
overcxtend themselves or use
poor yuality equipment and ma-
terials requiring expensive re-
pairs. .

“‘Of course, we are still
plagued by the one-shot guy
who will take the money and
run. This is where the NSPI pro-
tects a customer.”

Staying on top of new prod-
ucts and techniques is critical in

a young industry like the swim-
ming pool business, Wagner
said. Viny! liners and the gunite

. process are used together,

though liners started out being
used with premanufactured
steel walls and cement block
walls.

This year Wagner has
changed over to structural
foam, a plastic that he says is
noncorrosive, stronger than
steel and competitively priced.

Other new products in use are

automnatic pool cleaners, solar
heat, spas and fountains.

Today’s pool buyer, Wagner
said, doesn't have the time or in-
clination to work on his pool.
Chlorination, cleaning and even
filtering can be completely auto-
matic.

Wagner started building pools
in 1954 alter specializing - in
home modernization and ga-
rages since 1946. Originally lo-
cated at Grand River and Tele ™™
graph, Wagner moved to Eight

Mile between Beech and Inkster
in 1971,

Wagner said 90 per cent of his
pool business was in Detroit
until the mid-1960s, when it
shifted to the suburbs. Since the
mid-1970s, Detroit sales are
climbing, Wagner said.

Wagner Pools carries a com-
plete stock of chemicals, parts
and accessories. Two inground
pools are displayed in the in-
door showroom.

fescues galore. And garden cen-

ters sport a  wide assortment
ol handy mds to muake liwn
plantings  succeed Lailored  fer-

ulizers, sate and scelective pesti-
cales,  easy-to-use  equipment,
and much else.

help lawn

may thatch slightly more than
did the old-fashioned “common”

Don’t overlook sa.fety

Don’t overlook safety in construction of swimming pools. The Better Busi-
ness Bureau suggests you ook for these minimal features:
*Use nonslip materials on the deck surrounding the pool.

grasses. This is because they have

*Avoid sudden drops in depth. Clearly mark different water depths.

deep in the sod-is normal, and
actually can be beneficial to a
fawn. [ike the pad under a fine
carpet, a thin thatch absorbs im-
pact, making the carpet wear
better. This has special impor-
tance for lawns or sports grounds
which are regularly played upon.
A bit of thatch improves their
wearabiity.

been bred to make a denser,
more beautiful turf that’s tight
cnough to resist weeds. Nature
has ways of limiting excessive
thateh, however. Earthworms,
for example, consume it and
spread castings atop i, encour-
aging decay. A scattering of
weed-free topsoil over the luwn

*Equip ladders with handrails.
. *Make certain lighting is sufficient for swimming at night.
*Kecp the pool properly maintained.
The dream has become a reality—stretching out in the sun by the side of
your own pool. the hum of overheated automobile engines only a distant
memory.

Modern  lawngrass  varicties would do much the same.
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