Thursday, May 5, 1977

Home and Garden

Page 25

Water

It’s too expensive
and valuable to waste

Some parts of the United
States have had real droughts
this winter. The farmlands and
ski slopes of the West, particu-
larly. went for months without
significant rainfall or snow
Some state governments began
rationing procedures. The Bet-
ter Business Bureau (BBB) re-
minds all Americans that in the
midst of our energy crisis.even
water is not a fully dependable
resource

Next to heating and cooling
our hoames, using hot water
Lakes the biggest chunk out of
energy hudgets And. two-thirds
of all the water used in the aver-
age American home is used in
the  bathroom

This doesn’t mean that one
has to take cold showers to save
energy. In fact, even showers
use five to 10 gallons of water a
minute. Many people linger long-
er in the shower than in a tub,
so that their good intentions are
meaningless. The best answer is
a partially-Tilled tub

Leaks account for much of the
water waste in the home Check
far toilet leaks by putting food
coloring in the tank, and wateh
for signs of it in the bowl 1If
there 1s a leak. repair it immedi-

ately. There is some uncertainty
about just how much water is
wasted by a leaky faucet. Fsti-
mates run from one drop a sec-
ond wasting 700 gallons a year
to a slow drip which wastes as
much as 15 gatlons a day. A '»
inch stream can waste 400 gal-
lons in 24 hours. Checking the
monthly (or quarterly) usage
statement from the local utility
company can show how much
money is literally going down
the drain

The next step in controlling
the amount of water wasted in
vour home is to set the hot
water thermostat on normal. or
about 40 degrees.t also s a
good idea o insulate the hot
water tank and pipes. Insulating
a tank can be dangerous and is
better done by a professional
However, il is easy to wrap
pipes in fiberglass if they are in-
side. or to build a box around
those which are outside Lhe
house.

It is not necessary (o wash
only in hot water Try warm or
cold washes at least occeasion-
ally, and ahvays rinse in cold
water. [t s mast economical to
wash a single full load aof
clothes than several small ones

Washing machines which have
various water level settings for
partial loads are encergy savers

Another way to save water is
to use the dishwasher only when
it s full An average load uses
about 14 gallons of hnt water. If
you want to rinse dishes before
loading. do so in cold water.
Use a pan. not running water.
Save even more energy by let-
ting the dishes air dry. Tumn the
washer off after its final rinse,
and open the door

With warmer weather, many
of us will be anxious to get out-
side When watering the lawn
ths  summer. be  especially
Cnergy-conselous, says the BBRB
The average '2 inch garden
hose pours out more than 600
gallons of water each hour. So,
use a broom and not a hose to
sweep away those leaves.

Although it may be fun for
some  high-spirited people, one
of the most common water
wasters is the free-running hose
to wash a car. Instead, use a
bucket or two. says the BBB
Our water supply may some-
times seem  inexhaustible,  hut
we once thought that about our
other npatural resources

%\\‘\\“\ Collection

by Meadowcraft

As fresh ond cleon as a tropical trodewind is Meadoweraft's
new Bimini collection of finely crafted wrought iron.

Smartly stylod and scaled with today’s

lite style in mind.

5 pc. grouping . . . Reg. $298

{Umbrefla and
cushiom not included)

MUCHIGAN RANKAMEBCASD
BIRMINGHAM
721 Hamdban
(N. of 13 Mis ¢, of Weedword:

SMASTER CHAZGE

LIVONIA
29500 W. Sur Mda
L2t W ot Makabak )

. $22.9200
Ug;"_"" DAILY 9,30.5.30 DALY 9,30-5:30
air gepl-‘-cosr!,wgﬂsl Mon. & Fri 1 9 p.m. Thurs. & Fei. v 9 pom.
rs
$34.95 overs Crowed Sundoy
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JACR'S RENTAL
CENTER

SALES & RENTAL

Homelite

Let us show you the in-
dustry’'s most complete line
of yard and garden equip-
ment

JACK'S RENTAL CENTER
25830 Grand River(at Beech-Daly Rd.)

PORTABLE
HOME FIRE

FOR USEON
e PAPER
wOoOoD
TEXTILES
GASOLINE
OlL
GREASE
ELECTRICAL
RUBBER
TAR
PAINT

REG. $15.95

$850

BY AMERICAN
LA FRANCE

@ Redford Phone: 531-5010 o OAK PARK, MICH.
Hours: 9-8 Daily Sunday 9-6 ey
Manday thru Fri. 8:30 to 5:30; Sat. 8:00 to 2;00

'WAKE UP...
INTIME

HERALD BUILDERS SUPPLY

20830 COOLIDGE HWY. (2 Doors North of 8 Mile)

® ALERTS
YOU TO
FIRE
BEFORE
Sw IT BE-
COMES AN
INFERNO.

e SOUNDS A
LOUD
ALARM

DETEGTOR

252D

e SIMPLE, WIRELESS

INSTALLATION. REG.

® FOR HOMES & APART-

MENTS. THE EARLY
* OPLRATED. WARNING SMOKE

& FIRE ALARM
FREE DURACELL

BATTERY INCLUDED

Kwikset 911

FIRE
ALARM

o
WHERE THE PUBLIC IS ALWAYS WELCOME 1
Mail Orders Accepted

398-4560




