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Religion

Moral perspectives

_ some teachers do no:

Tradition: It’s
alive and well

An excellent producation of “Fid-

dler on the Roof”

School in Birmingham gives insights
about edueation The musical presents
conlict betw

en religiously  based

people adjusting to revolution with
new behavior. Both old and new ways
are made to scem sensible and desir-
able.

Seaholm dramatics provide a living
example of the power of tradition. Ex-
cellence in high school performances
is found here and there across the
country but it is not common. 1% is ex-
pected at Seaholm and students have
made it so. Each pgencration of stu-
dents passes on the know-how and a
demand for high quality

The community knows of the tradi
tion of good dramatics so plavs are a
sell-out and spring musicals are of-
fered two weekends Education class-
rooms cannot provide 15 avatlable for
the benefit of youth and humanty

As crew and cast teach vounger stu-
dents the tradrion decoens Skills
know are
learned as studen's siruggle to
achieve a qualitv aerformance.

Schools gwve awards o set expecta-
tions and to motivate students toward
proficiency and excellence. Our cul-

" ture’s admiration for competition is

“established” mn school awards based
on winning Staff and students in our
schools are encouraged to highlight a
few exceptinnal achievers

at Seaho!m High

By
REV. CHARLES
ERICKSON
Congregational
Church of
Birmingham

Our youth have created their ow.
traditions which exceed the values of
our culture by expecting” the best
from all participants regardless of
awards. The only really meaningful re-
ward is the striving and satisfaction
within an event anyway

Complaints about skiils lacking
among graduates of recent years are
plentiful. One answer to the problem
18 extracurricular activities which cul-
tivate .interest and growth

The real heart of America is that
we are a “can do” culture Our best
extracurricular activities cal for n-
ventiveness and adaptation. Crucul
learning takes place without direct
adult instruction

Students rebel against tradition codi
fied in textbooks and programmed
approved styles of response. By rebel-
ling our youth have built more vital
traditions with more sound values To
see people excel in Something they
have created with their own skill and
dedication is to.feel optimism about
the moral quality of our future

Getting it together

Be an active love-receiver

What's the greatest single cause for
women initiating divorces? The- con-
viction that their husband can't or
won't take' care of their emotional
needs.

This may come as a surprise io
those who have held the common mis-
conception that divorces are the re-
sult of drinking. beating or running
around. The amazng fact is that
women are  leaving  husbands  who
don’t drink. are responsible lathers,
sucgessful financial providers and
e « KUVS.

All of which reinforces the idea that
the foremost reason that men and
women get married and stay married
15 to he loved and to love. The rest of
. linancial segarity. responsible shar-
ing duties. and good,

havior are important, hm not
nearly” enoush
The complaint of those m\numu

women frequently mm the form of

"My husband thinks that all he owes
s material security and his phys-
ical presence He cares more about
his™ job. his hobbies. and his friends
than he does about me. He only shows
his dependence on me when his draw-
ers don't ha s them ™

OFTEN. THESE love-starved
women conclude that they have cho-
sen men who are incapable ol bewsg
loving. caring people In fet. they
begin to wonder whether any saen
have the capacity to bk bevond their
awn selfish needs.

Inhibited by an image-consciousness
that works to fortrd emotionality in
males. men do frequently carrs handi-
caps Lo thewr marriages But, rarely 15
this o sufheient explanation for why
love relationships break down,

Intact. T ihink that all of us. men
and women together. brne imperfee-

Compassionate
Friends to host
their founder

The Rev. Simon Stephens. founder
of the Compassionate Fiends. will
speak in St. John Episcopal Church,
115 8. Woodward. Royal Oak. at 7:30
pm. Thursday. May 12

The British clergyman started the
organization to help bereated parents
in Coventry. England. in 1964

He is author of a book. “Death
Comes Home.” in which he considers
problems that present themselves
when a child dies

The meeting will be sponsored by
the Detroit chapter of the organiza-
tion. which held its first meeting in
November of 1973 and halds monthly
patherings in Southfield

Compassionate Friends now, has 19
chapters in the United Stales and two
in Canada. More information on the
focal group is available from Shirley
Spaunburg, 4217641

Volunteers

REV.
STEPHENS

SIMON

By

BOB TRENZ,

Ph.D.

tions and obstacles to the task of cre-
ating an emotionally supportive rela-
tionship.

I's mot that we don't care about
such things. Both sexes want very
much to have a successtul lovimy part-
nership - their lives

But most people dor't realize just
how hard it 1s to do that Most of us
have believed wrongly that the key is
n finding the right partner. Or we've
blindly haped that the power ol raman-
ue love would make our relationship
work. So when the relationship fauls
vou hear things ke, 10 vou really
loved me

Somehow, we've gotten
that diving “happily ever
on the eontrar

the wdea
alter s
s lot of

It requires that both partners have
working understanding  of  what
relings on and what turns
It requires that both come

a
turns Jove |
them nif
to know cach other well enough ta

teel safe and trusting with cach other
It means that confficts and resent
ments are currently worked out

WHETHER YOU'VE tound

the

right person is a ot less important
than whether youre both actuvely
working to keep those loving leelings
alive,

The key word here 15 actively

By tar. the most comman mistake
we make in loving partnerships is to
take o passive role. We assume that
our partner foves us. she will know
when we need support: she will read
our mmds because she will be so xen-
SHIVE to our monds, And so we don't
bother ta state our needs Or we are
lary about spelhng oul st what wes
want from our parner

This 1s the “bushel basket ;lp
proqich o asking tor love. We are es-
senfiacaae dumping out aur bushel
basket of necds, with no organization,
o atempt to assist our partner i his
“tempt 1o be i Sochanees o

vour parttier lahng to sort oul your
bushel hasket acevrately are actally |
quiie shm :

APD TO THIS obsiacle the tenden. -
v of lverecenvers ta passively acs
ept whitever love attempts they are:

mThis s the recrptacke’ poss

and s imes msur-
as the b hasket
cotties 1
e
wen they st

a

ture N

mountable hei

anv more Tha
RYLTFS

The person whee s ne o e s
not setnng boved sreani okt whetb
CERE IS BN L e v
recen e

Bob Trens is a psichologist and”
marriage counselor in- Ruchester.
Questions tn D Trens should be sent
WP O Bov 6L Rachester 1663

Plan your
([ wedding
atourparty. W
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