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¥ Dary! Hall, balf of Hall & Oates, in action last weekend at the

vt

Hall on stage

Pine Knob Music Theatre. The duo appeared at the theater in Clarks-

:“ ton Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Coming. attractions inckide Dan
+* Fogelberg Thursday, Glen Campbell and Roger Miller Friday and
!- Saturday, and the Captain & Tennille Sunday-Wednesday. The Fogel

Ty

3 “herg concert starts at 7:30 p.m. while the others get under way at 8.

.

New Benji for new movie

By JOHN LUTTERMOSER

“America’s Most Huggable Hero™
I.sy curled up on the floor in the hotel

' Benjl was obviowsly dog tired
And with good reason. The dog who
has replaced Lassle as the Laurence
gu;x;r?fﬁlcmﬁ?dmtmm
a lot of traveling to
new movie, “For the law%jl -

. whlch opened nin the area on Wednes-

Actually this Benji is the dog that
succeeded Lassie’s ‘successor, since
the original Benji has retired at the
age of 17. They say that makes him
S:;n equivalent of a 120-year old

THE NEW BENJI is the only one of
the original’s offspring who inheirited
both his talent his looks, accord-
ing to trainer Frank Inn and writer-
producer-director Joe Camp.

“It's done ever{‘lhmg I ever tried to
teach it."” marvels Inn. “It had to go
to sleep in front of the camera and it
did it three times.

The abundance of talent is neces-
sary because Benji movies at-
tempt something that Inn and Camp
say has never been done belorv—ec-
tually making an animal the star of a
motion picture.

“In all of the old animal pictures,
the animal was nothing more than a

Auditions set

for Southfield

Auditions for the Southfield Reper-
tory Theatre's Summer Mini-Season |
will be held Tuesday and Wednesday
from 7-10 p.m. at the Southfield Civic
Center Parks and Recreation Build-
ing. 26000 Evergreen Road.

Auditions for the professional, adult
company are open to the talented pub-
lic and are by appointment only

Those who plan to audition should
be prepared with a five-minute piece

prop.” explained . “The people
were still where the story was tenter-
ed, where Your emotigns were.”
The exuepuon is in nmmatm
which allows the animals
Camp said he gol the idea for "Benji"
from an animated film, Walt Disney's
“The Lady and The Tramp.”

1 WONDERED IF it would be pos-
sible to accomplish what he accom-
plished with real dogs and real photog-
raphy, not with Mel Allen saying ‘And
now the dog thinks . » Camp re-
called. “My ﬁm instinct was that it
was impossible."”

He wrote the story anyway, in 1968
But it was six years before the movie
was released, mostly because
everyone in the movie -industry

agreed with Camp's first instinct. A
dozen animal trainers told him that a
dog cannot -be trained to emote.

Then Camp met Inn, whose pre-
vious pupils included Tramp in “My
Three Soms,” Arnold the pig in
“Green Acres,” and all of the animals
on “The Beverly Hillbillies.”

“I was ready to retire,” said Inn
“I'd done everything that I thought
could be done in animal pictures.
Then 1 realized that all the people
who told him it couldn’t be done were
people who used to work for me.
They're looking at me now like
maybe I'm not washed up.”

“The first dog that he introduced
me to was the dog that he knew coutd
do it if anyone could,” Camp said.
Benji was already a veteran of TV's
“Petticoat Junction.”

“FRANK SPENT THREE months
telling me that everything was impos-
sible and then doing it,” said Camp.
The result was a movie that finished
i the top 10 in box office earnings in
1975, due to its ability to attract both
children and adults.

. “It's adults thal really gave it the
word of mouth,” said Camp, who ad-
mitted that it can be difficult to get
adults to go to a family film. "“The dis-

advantage is in trymg to get them in
in the first piace. But the advantage
is that when they go in for a G-rated

Joe Camp, who wrote, produced, and directed “For the Love nl
Benji,” receives some encouragement from the star. The film
opened Wednesday at area theaters.

cause I didn't think anything could
top it,” he said. But he was eventu-
ally talked into “For fhe Love of
Benji," which was filmed on location
in Greece

“Frank has done it again,” * Camp
said. *1 think this is even a more sen-
sational picce of animal work than
the first one. There's never a moment
when you don't know what that dog is
feeling. what he's thinking and what

A third Benji movie is not neces-
sarily forthcoming. according to
Camp. He said that it ail depends on
public reaction to this one and his abil-
ity to turn out another good script.

“We won't put oul a picture and
call it a Ben)i picture just to say we
made a Benji picture,” he said. “I
like to think that what we're maybe
doing is the kind of thing Disney
would be doing if he were aiive

sl (Staff photo by Steve Cantrell) _  picture, they don't expect much. Then he's trying to accomplish ™ today."
5 e e e ey they say 'On my gosh, 1 Knew thats P They may have started a fad. T
” and technical jobs with the company what they said, but I didn't believe ~ IN FACT, Camp is sb optimistic said that another Lassie picture is in
b are paid positions. about the success of “For the Love of  the works. although he doubts that it
T\ All roles for the children's shows Camps mmpany. Mulberry Square Benjl that it bothers him. will be made from the dog's point of
& “‘fribe" and “Canterbury Tales” are Productions, then went on to make a "I feel better about this one then I  view, iike a Benji movie. 1 think it}
M . ) vailabl Y movie with camels—"Hawmps.” He have about any of the other plclums be mostly in line with what Lassies
3 . R intment, call the S that at first he didn't want to al this time. and it scares me.” he always done.” he said. “Theyre
H heator ot 265052 weekdags betwerr, M2ke @ sequel. said. “If you're slightly nervous. you going to have a costar. I think
R ‘mf“a‘:\ 3‘3 g p"‘:’* s between [ idn't want to do another one be- can't be too disappointed.” they're shooting for Jimmy Stewart.”
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f FATHERS DAY June 19th €REE & MARE™
Y Open at 5:00 P.\I.. 12 Maggia's Lowege
| Excellent Food-Cocktails § Exquisite Frash Fich and Stasks
.1 3270 W.BIG BEAVER, SHEFFIELD OFFICE PARK M —
; 6493480 M
Y 49- y. o Bloomfietd
— S SSRGS ERYONE TOWN CENTER
LOVES ITALIAN NIGHT
L the (Thursday) FAMILY )
5 he Brass L
» roman gy N RESTAURANT
p © EXOTIC SMAITS ® VEAL PARMESIAN
terrace : ::l“u"u?:;,s © STEAK ITALIAN PRUDENTIAL TOWER BUILDING
27822 GROHARD LAKE RD. And of course, Spaghetti ® BREAKFAST @ LUNCH  ® DINNER:
of ulgus(se 851-4094 FolFred Sorvics Som-Tese "B 1:00 A,
gli'ﬂf;.iﬂsh' 30am-230am . il 4 2:00 AN, COMPLETE MENU INCLUDING
X i * BROILED FISH
PRIVATE CATERING AND BANQUET FACILITIES PHONE H A « BROILED STEAKS & CHOPS
© Businessmen's Luncheons 4 Dlnners $89-2332 ‘ B BRASS LAMP RESTAURANT © SHISH KEBOB ® ETC.
Next to Thumpers Dance Club
COCKTAIL HOUR coumt m' TABLESIDE 2COOKING {1515 e . 1 et .G oy e 2086 Crooks Rd., N, of M5, M OUSakA e Soiat e
Entertainment n Rochester 852-0550 © GREEK SALADS ETC.

OPEN DAILY 7 A.M. - 10 P.M,
" SUNDAY 11 A.M.-8:30 P.M.
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—today is another day!

RESTAURANT #& ¢

CANTONESE & AMERICAN FCOD - )
JADANESE STEAKHOUSE [l
*EXOTIC COCKTAILS ¢ = _#
: Ted’s is for
Carry-outs on Chinese food - Closed Mondays
CHINESE: LUNCHEON 11A M. expectant fathers

IPM.
FJAPA\'ESE LUNCHEON 1§ A.M..2P.M.. DINNER 5.9:30 P.M., FRI. & SAT. TiL IOJIJPM ]

June 8 thru 19

1'The Drifters’

16825 MIDDLEGELT AT 6 MILE, LlVDNlA
_Remnvations Acecpted, 427-3171

For the Dad who is expecting. Expecting
the very best at a reasonable price. Ted's
great Old Town Inn is the answer when-
ever a great cocktail, fine dining and fop
entertainment is in order. There are hun-
dreds of reasons why a guy can use a trip
to Ted’s. Anxiety, Frusiration, Ex-
pectation. Whatever the rationate {you
don’t really need any excuse to come to
Ted's, or course), you can be sure father
will always leave Ted's a much happier
man.
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‘Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Novs o VAN

* tuncheons  Dinners ¢ Carry Out Orders
- Chinatown Style Welcomed
Opan 7 doyt.o week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 e.m.<10 p.m,; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saf. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12:10 p.

%69 S. Wzo:wc;; :gmlnghunﬁ ;
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