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Cranbrook, Country Day leads list

14 top-notch netters chosen

to talented all-area team

By DAVID SAUNDERS

Because of the tennisdaden talent in
the Observer & Eccentric area, the
coaches decided to name 14 players in-
stead of 10 to the all-area team.

Twelve of the 14 players went to the
state finals, and 13 of them went with
their teams. Dave Epstein. a senior at
North Farmington. was the only play-
er to go without his team. He was a
first-flight finalist at the regionals.

Two other players chosen for the
all-area team. Dave Gary and Scott
Wilkinson of Birmingham Seaholm.
who won their region but didn't make
it to state because they werent in the
first flight. This was because the top
two teams in each region go to state.
plus the finalists in the first fight.
Seahotm placed third in its regional.

The private schools dominated the
talented Observer & Eccentric team.
which was chosen by six area coaches
who responded to invitations and at-
tend the selection meeting. Three pri-
vate schools placed seven of the 14

- players on the team,

Cranbrook and Detroit Country Day
topped all the schools with three play-
ers named from each school. Brother
Rice had one player chosen for the
team.

West Bloomfield and Seaholm each
had two players named to the team.
Rochester Adams. North Farmington
and Southfield-Lathrup each had one
player chosen for the team.

FROM CRANBROOK, sophomore
Bill Holmes and juniors Scott King
and Mike Stone made the team after
helping to guide the Cranes to a sec-
ond-place finish at the Class B stale
championships.

Stone and King were state cham-
pions and Holmes was ruaner-up at
state. King ousted topseeded Steve
Winsor of East Grand Rapids in the
finals of the first flight, 6-2.. 62. King
went 13-2 overall and 50 at state. The
junior has already been approached
by 10 schools who want him to attend
and play tennis for them. Some of
them are the University of Michigan,
Clemson and Dartmouth.

Junior Mike Stone, went 172 overall
and 50 at state to become a state
champion. Stone was the top player in
the second flight. He defeated Mike
Learman of Essexvile-Garber, 6-2. 62
in the finals

Stone and King were double part-
ners in 1976. and were champions at

state then. After his senior year at
Cranbrook, Stone plans to attend Mich-
igan State University to study veter-
inarian medicine.

One of two sophomores named o
the team. Bill Holmes. was runner-up
at the state B finals in the third flight.
Before losing to John Willard of Aus-
tin. 6-2, 63 in the finals, he upset East
Grand Rapids’ Randy Ford in the sem-
ifinal round. 64. 60. Ford was pre-
viously undefeated. Holmes went 176
overall. and was 41 at state.

COUNTRY DAY coach Tim Domke
called his 1-23 singles players, “excel
lent,” and all three of them were cho-
sen to the all-area team. Country Day
finished second behind the awesome
Ligget net squad in the CD state
finals.

Named to the all-area tennis team
are sophomore Glennys Merritt. jun-
ior Randy Jacobs and senior Jeff Col-
lins. Merritt was the only state cham-
pion among them.

Merritt won the third flight singles
championship over Liggett's Jeff
Logan. Collins. playing in the first
flight, lost in the semifinals at state to
the eventual champion. Jacobs lost t
Liggett's second flight singles pbyJ

: E
Glennys Merritt

- -~
David Epstein
Paul VanWalleghem, in the champion-
ship match, 7-6. 61

Country Day finished third i the
Metro Conference behind Liggett and
Cranbrook. placed second at the Lig-
gett regional. They went 10-5 overall.

Brother Rice's Bill Godfrey is the
seventh player chosen for the all-area
team. Godfrey joined the Warrior net-
ters in his senior year. after sitting
out his junior year to play in tourna-
ments. He helped lead the Warriors to
a forth-place tie at state.

Godfrey lost in the semifinal round
at state to the eventual champion in
the first flight, Kalamazoo Loy Nor-
rix's Mike Bakin. 61. 62. Godfrey
and the Warriors won the Southfield
Civic Center regional. He finished the
vear with a 153 record.

“Godirey had a real fine year, !
wish I had him earlier.” said Warrior
coach Don McKercher. “He really
wanted to win the state champion-
ships.™

WEST BLOOMFIELD had two
strong players chosen for the all-area
team. Junior Eric Garber and senior
Dan Saferstein played the top two
roles for the Lakers all year. They
helped to lead the Lakers to an unde-

3 prep tennis coaches share

O.E. Coach-of-the-Year honors

By DAVID SAUNDERS

A coaching “triumvirate” was cho-
sen by the six coaches who attended
the all-area team meeting June 9.

Southfield-Lathrup’s Ed Waits, Cran-
brook’s Don Brown and Brother
Rice's Don McKercher were picked to
share the coach-of-the-year award be-
cause the coaches couldn't decide on
one of them.

Al the coaches picked deserve the
rec tion. Waits led his team to a

place tie with McKercher's
team in the Class A tennis champion-
ships. Brown guided his team to a sec-
omﬁ)lace finish behind number-one
d East Grand Rapids in the

Clas B tennis championships.

McKercher has been coaching and
teaching at Brother Rice for seven
years. From the beginning of the
year. he expected his team to have &~
good season. And they did. They fin-
ished in the olic
wilh a 1 record, and McKerc!

named coach of the year along
wnlh Austin’s John Burke. They went
on to win their regional (first time
since 1373) and a fourth-place finish
at state.

He has taught business law, market-
" ing, mechamcal drawing and manage-
ment in seven years. McKercher
believes teaching is placed before

coaching. .

*“1 enjoy doing both,” he says. “The
same concepts are used in both coach-
ing and teaching, except it's different
material, and in coeching; it’s more
on an individual basis.

“You work with smaller groups and
you get to krow the students better.
You begin to build a satisfying rela-
tionship.”

MCKERCHER BELIEVES this was
the most talented group of kids he
ever had. “They're a real fine group
of kids. They do a lot but never get
mentioned. It's hard to be a good
coach without much talent,

Coach of the year is really a team
award,” he said. “If it wasn't for the
players and their overall record, I
wouldn’t have been gnven this honor.
But I'm proud of it."

McKercher lost seven seniors to
graduation this year, the most he ever
lost. So he’ll have a lot of work to do
in the preseason next year. But he'll
draw from a JV team that went 130
this year,

“Those- who make the team are
very strong players. We've been work-
ing real hard on ourJs JV program the
last four years.”

McKercher believes the team con-
cept for the state championshigs is a
good idea, and would like to see it con-

“Il gwes you a more representative
view of the playérs, and a better over-
all view of the team. I didn't nun into
any coaches who weren't in favor of
the ruling.”

ED WAITS, Southfield-Lathrup's
coach, has been coaching at Lathrup
-for nine years. In those nine years,
Lathrup has been league champs for
six years—three times each in the

Ed Waits

Inter-Lakes League and the Metro
Suburban Association,

*It's a real honor to be on top in the
MSA, it’s a top tennis league. Four of
schools are real powers.”

Lathrup went undefeated at 16-0 this
year. placed second in the regionals
behind Rice, and tied for lnunh place
at state with Rice.

“Tremendous attitude and team
depth is our reason for success,” he
said. “In dual meets, all three double
teams went undefeated. Generally,
we're a real strong team.”

Waits is an honest, straight-forward
person who isn't afraid to say what's
on his mind. A walk-on on the Univer-
sity of Michigan's tennis team, he be-
came a Big 10 champ.

“I got on the team by beating

enough people,” he says. "And at
Southfield-Lathrup, we expect to
because we've done a lot of 1!. in the

last nine years. Wlnnl:f
tum type of thing; it builds on ltseﬂ "

Don Brown

Doh McKercher

unusual to Don Brown. In 1976 he was
the Tennis Professional of the Year
and Press coach
of the year in 1972, 1973, and the De-

for in Michigan, Oakl:

troit News and Oakland Press coach
of the year in 1974.

This year, the physical education di-
rector at Brookside School led his
team to a-second-place finish at the
Class B tennis finals. They compiled
an 11-2 record this year, and he is 90-7
over the last six years.

“Our reason for success is our sum-

T pro| at Cranbrook. That's
Where our team plays and where we
build our team. Also, the Brookside
physical fitness program we have is
very beneficial.

“As long as we have good lead-
ership, our teams will be all right.”

Cranbrook finished with an 11-2 re-
cord this year, second in the Metro
Conference, first in their regionals,
and second at state.

“I'm totally proud of the team,” he

feated season in the Greater Oakland
Athletic League.

Both Salerstein and Garber were re-
gional champs at Lahser. Saferstein

at Kurt Heuerman in the final
round. 16. 64. 7-5. Garber won the
second flight over Adams’ Chip Mit-
chell. 76. 62.

Garber placed the highest amang
all the Lakers at the state finals.
going to the semifinals. Garber fin-
ished the year with a 20-4 record. Safe-
rstein lost his bid for a state cham-
pionship after losing in the first
round. West Bloomfield tied for ninth
in the finals.

Kurt Heuerman of Rochester
Adams was another player picked to
the all-area team who went to state
with his tean. Heuerman lost in the
first round to EIII Schaefer of Portage
Northern, 63.

“He's tougher lhan the devil. and he
hits the heck out of the ball." said
Southfield-Lathrup coach Ed Waits.
Heuerman finished the season with a
157 record overall

SHELDON KATZ of Southfield-
Lathrup was a unanimous selection of
the coaches to the ali-area team. Katz
lost in the quarterfinals at state to

{F)I1C

Gary
Jay Sperling of Ann Arbor Pioneer
who was seeded number one.

“He's always been fundamentally
sound.” said Waits. “and this year he
achieved tremendous concentration.”
Katz lost only once in dual meets. and
that was to Heuerman. Plus he only
lost once in the regionals

Katz is 58. 140 pounds. “*He's anoth-
er testament that you don't have to be
big to play tennis.”

North Farmington's only player on
the ail-area team. Dave Epstein, was
the only player to carry its name to
the state championship. Epstein lost
to Bill Schaefer in three sets in the
quarter-finals at state. He lost to Bill
Godfrey. 7. 63. in the regional first
flight championship round. and that
was enough to take him to state.

Seaholm's Dave Gary and Scott Wil-
Kinson were both regional champs at
the Southfield Civic Center. but it
wasn't enough to take them to the
state championships. Seaholm came
in third at the regional for their
fourth vear in a row.

Wilkinson played with doubles part-
ner. Ralph Richardson. throughout
most of the vear. but both are strong
singles plavers.

All-area prep baseball
July

Smooth as Silk
Kessler.

We couldn’t
our good name

we lived up to it.
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