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Sandlot Loops Start With

Teenage baseball «- for boys
17-19 -~ dead or slipping?

Not by a long shot in the
Greater Livonia area,

With the high school and col-
lege action now history for 1969,
the time has come to switch to
the sandlots,

The Class A teams have been
in action for a couple’ weeks and
starting Sunday the Livonla-
Free Press League holsts the
lid with the Greater Livonia-
Connle Mack loop cammencing
two nights later,

There’ll'be gix teams playing
for Free Press honors, compar-
od to five a year ago.

In the Mack loop, the entry
has jumped from 14 in 1968
to0 17 for 1969,

#TI'S GREAT to see the tn-
terest on the upswing.” declar-
ed Bob Schwarcz.of the Livonla,
Recreation Department, whosu-
pervises all the sandlot'action,

The leagues, of course, aren’t
restricted to Livonia teams,

In the Free Press and Mack
lesgues there are teams from

Plymouth, Garden Clty, Red-

*ford Townshlp, Farmington,
Northville and Novi, along with
Livonia,

Entrles are up in both the
Free Press and the Mack cir~

5ol
observmg sports |

sa}s yé_l;xgéte;; é;en't strong-}xearted

Whi
men?

Take a luuk around when the Little Leaguers
are playing and notice who's doing the umpiring.

Usually, :ts boys in the 14-16-year-old age
bracket. |

And what yours truly, who's done his share of
calling balls and strikes over the years, admires,
the young cmp‘gnes at the job the way it should
be done.

Take the 'youngster we spotted trying to
hitch a ride down Middle Belt the other eve-
ning after he ‘had worked a game involving a
couple of North Farmington Little League
teams,

There he was with his big chest protector,
mask and the shinguards on the outside of his
pants legs. H

ow, son, umps wear their shin guards under

their pant legs. You'll look more professional
that way,

= * .

WE REALIZE WITH the type of tight pants
the boys wear |these days, there’s no .room to
squeeze the shin guards under the pants. But, if
you're going totry. and copy the Nestor Chylaks
of the American League, you MUST also dress
the part.

Coming well dressed to handle a game is part
of gaining respect from the teams involved.

It’s also important to know the rule book and
to be able to use good judgment. Also be firm.

If you are often you can “‘bluff”’ yourself
out of a tight should one develop.

The toughest part we have found about umpir-
ing is.that the official isn’t supposed to talk back
or second guess| or make any kind of comments
about the way g manager is handling matters or
the way his team is playing.

Sure, it’s okay for the players, the managers,
the coaches—and the ‘fans—to rip apart an um-
pire.” That's part oi the game so they say.

BUT, HERE YOU ARE lhe umpire.
You have just been subjected to a lot of guff
over ‘a close pitch you called a ball.
Now you see a player handling his defensive
- assignment improperly . . . or 4 manager leaving
his pitcher in tob long . . . or ordering a batter to
swing away when a bunt is in order.
Can you, as the ump, utter a sound? Not
under any stretch of imagination. - .
Take the sithation we ran mto one evening in”~
a championship| game.
- It involved a pair of Little League clubs and
they 'are alwayq the toughest to handle. -
When the final inning began, the team in the
field, which alsd was the home club, was in front
by a'couple of runs.
A walk, a hi} and error got in one and put the
tying run on base.
here were two out. But what does the pitcher
do? He throws over to third trying to catch the
man off base.
The toss was wild, the runner raced home
with the equalizer and the man from first streak-
ed around to thxrd

<

*

SO, WHAT DID THE PlTCHER do? He threw
to third again . . . and once more the ball sailed
merrily beyond the sack.
. The winning run rushed in . . . and who took
the blame for the loss? Nobody else but the
umpire.

After all,"the angry parents somehow had a
notion the ump, not the pitcher, made those wild
throws . . . and maybe it was the ump, too, who
walked a batter and the first baseman who booted
an easy roller.

As we said, it takes a stout heart to survwe
in umpiring

‘Stevenson’ Picks

Most  Valuable

« ston; Redlurd

How does he explain the re-
birth of baseball for the older

57

Schwarcz offers several rea-
sons,

““The boys have found that we
have great leagues out here,
They used to go down to Det
troit, Now they have floe com-
petition here, with plenty of
games,

“The scouts are coming tous
in droves, And this is impor-

«1t also belps that boys like
Rick Ctark, Harry Kendrickand
Bernle Carbo, who played in
Livonla, bave been drafted high
by the  major league clubs,””

CLARENCEVILLE'S BEST -
one as the .most valuable

holds two irophies

Clarencewille, Hiah varsity
as the school's outstand
the top trophy irom athiet|
from

son  {second left}
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Horse Show
Set To Opén

‘The annual Detroit Horse
show will start a week from
Monday at the' Bloomfield Open-
Hunt Club on East Long Lake

ANOTHER FACTOR, accord-
ing to Schwarcz, is the success
Greater Livonia League teams
have had in post-season tourn-
‘aments,

Redford’s Free Press team
has won state titles asifthey're
going out of style, Redford also
Teached the world series final
in the All American tourpament
in Pennsylvania a year ago,

Redford teams have done well
in the senior American Base-
ball Congress meet at Batle
Creek, getting to the title game
two years ago, Livoniaand Red-
ford teams have made
showings in the state Connie

Kerry Rifkin (left)

baseball player and one
ing athtete He recewved
ic director Chuck Thomp-

al the annual Athletc’

Mack end Inter-city meets,

“fAdd it all together and you
can see why we are drawing
more teams and players and
our fan intarest also has fump-
ed considerably,” Schwarcz
said,

P

WHAT EXCITES Schwarcz
are the new entries from Flrm-
ington,

‘A year ago we had ope
team from Farmington fn Connie
Mack,". declared Schwarcz,
“Now we'll have three, We also

- will have ope from Farminglon

in the Free Press League,”
The six-team Free Press

Boosters Ciub dnner. Ot

left! are Barry Frecheite. gymdstics.

hng, baske‘balw David

league’ will be comprised of
Redford, Township, Livonia
Cardigel Decorating, Farming.
ton - ¥psting, Nankin Interns
from and Darin Con-
from Garden City,

by Lucky Birkett,
ot Baseball inL1-

Birk' & lnn announced his re-
tremeit from baseball after
last sedson, but realized dur-
ing the Nginter that he couldn't
stay’ ::% from the diamond,

So, be back for Sunday's
opener With a team comprised
of greats #rom Bentley andStev-
enson-HIgh Schools,

her trophy winners {irom
Bob Rid-

Brandefiihl. footbali. Al

Hoedle, cross Country. Ken Olsé teanis: Debbie

Wiison, quls
nized swim. and John Van

gymnastics. J4nide "Mills. synchro-

Auker. L3ck
{Observer photo)

Hubert Stays Unbeaten
Defeats Redford Agam

Is Hubert Reaity of Livonla
the king of the Greater Livonia
Class A  sandlot baseball
league?

1t would begin to appear that
the team flying ‘Livonia colors
is the one Yo beat for honors
this year.

Two victorles this past week,

“the second at the expense of

defending champ Redford, upped
the Hubert record to five wins
and a te 1n six outings,

What's more, the 3-2 con-
quest Hubert scored over Red-
ford after beating Livonia's Vil-
lage Rambler, 7-3, the pre-
vious day marked the second
time In the young season that
Hubert had decisloned Redford,

. )

RICK KRUMM, late of East-
ern Michigan University and a
high draft cholce of the Tigers
10 days ago, turned In a five
hitter and fanned nine in beat-
ing Rick Berryman and Red-
ford.

Berryman struck out seven
and walked six.

Hubert fell behind, 2.0, after
Redford  scored single runs
in the fifth and sixth

Hits by Bill Fahey and Blll
.Howe produced the first Red-
ford run, the second came when
Bill Holmes singled, went to
second on a wild pitch, stole
third and scored on Barringer’s
sacriffce fly.

. .

HUBERT FINALLY got to
Berryman in the sixth when
Chip Rose was hit by a pitch
and scored on Roger Frayer's
double,

That still left Hubert trall-
ing, 2-1, whea the last of the
seventh st:ned. Paul Portney
tripled to lead the inning, but
was nalled trying to score on
Ed Ryan's squeeze bunt,

Spring sports athletes at
Stevenson High paid tribute to
four varslty stard this week,
naming each most valuable in
one of the four varsity sports,

Honored for thelr perform-
ance during the spring were:
baseball - Jim Crum; tennis -
Chris Clark; track - Dave
Loews; and golf - Kevin std-
ley.

‘At fhe same time coaches ln
the four sporis announced those
who had won conference honors
4 the | Inter - Lakes League,

Stevenson won the League’s
all - sports trophy with champ-
1onships in golt, track and foot-
ball and a e for first in bas-
ketball, |

oo e e

NAMED TO THE all-league

team o track were: Loewe,

220 yard sprint; Dale Dagver,
shot put; Rick Avis, pole vault;
and Ron Smith in the 440, ;
Jerry Detter was thei one
baseballer to recelve all-con-
ference first team hooors. He
was named top third baseinan,
Jim Crum was named shortstop

an the second team and hon- [

orable mention went to Catcher
Rick Hotsman and P“l:b!l‘ Rob
Stevert,

The golf mm, which finished
fifth in the state champlonship
meet, won three berihs on the
first gll-league team, Those
hooored were: Kevin Sidley,
Dave Waters and Bill Himm,

In tennis, the double team of
Chalo Puente, forelgn exchinge
student from Ecuador, andGary
Pawlovich was given first team
recognition,

Road in Bloomfleld Hills,

The competition, featuring
many of the natlon’s leading
horsemen, will continue through

Roger Coryell then walked
and Jay Schwalm singled In
the tieing run with Rose drill.
ing another hit to break up the

June battle,
It'll mark the 52nd renewal of Harry Swystun worked 3 2/3
the show.
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ionings and Bill Ziegler finished
on the mound for Hubertagatnst
Village Ramble. Zfegler, who
recelved credit for the victory
fanned the first seven men he
taced.

Jluvert scored four mes in
the second with singles by
Frayer and Don LivedoH and 2
triple by Schwalm the big blows.
In the fifth, Bo Ardell’s double,
tow walks, an error, a single
by Zieglér and flelders cholce
netted three more runs,

e

ALL THREE Village runs®
were scored in the fourth with
hits by Waddell, Baltero, Fin-
layson and Lamaratogetting the
job done, .

Plymouth K.C. won a 5-3
thriller from Northville whens
Pete Woodard slammeda homer
with one aboard iu the seventh
to break 2 3-3 te, -

Doug DeMakes, Who pltched
the final three innings and
galned credit for the victory,

fo
- 8fore Woodard con-

th and Woodard
first inning and
{ioréd on an error
dlle had galned an

d.
: 1ed on Page 38

“EARLY BIRD
RECO - HILLTOP
FOLDUP CAMPER

KNIGHT RENTAL & SALES

etheste
Bet. Aidietals & Coohard Loke Rds

He'll have 2 tremendous
pltching ‘staft, led by Paul Ton-
nemacher, ex-Stevenson great;
Dave Paden, Ken Gawkowski
and Bill Rice,

Others include: Dave Fisher,
Rick Horstman, Dave Rice, Joho
Schroeter, Bill Hellsteln, Jerry
Detter and Tommy Webster,

e

THREE DOUBLEHEADERS
make up Sunday’s schedule.
Reese will meet Nankin while
Redford takes on Darin at Gar-
den City at 1 and 4 p.m,.

In night action, it'll be Card-
inal vs, Keating at 6/and 8
at Henry Ford Fleld in Livonia,

The teams also are booked

5 Qualify
In Publinx

| Tourney

Jim  Rawlings of Garden
City shot a 38-32-70 to finish
second In the pre-qualifying
for the U.S. Publie Links golf
tournament,

His round enabled him to
advance with 56 others from
Monday's competition <t ‘the
Burroughs golf course im.
Brighton into next week’s 36-
hole qualifier on the same lay-
out,

The 10 or 12 low shooters
there will move on to the na-
tional meet n Erfe, Pa., next
month,

Rawiings playson the Hickory
Hills tearm in the Michigan
Publinx League,

Right behind Rawlings came
Rocky Pozzaof Livonia,a mem-
ber of the University of Mich-
igan varsity,

POZZA SHOT a 36-35--71
with his round including an
eagle and four birdles, He also
has an' assortment of bogeys.

Pete Owens of Livonla came
1n at 72 2long with Gary Quiti -
quit of Oakland University.”

Owens didn’t play golf until
he took a course at WayneState,
He was a football player when
he turned to the lnks,

Joe  Wilson of Livonla

qualified with a 73,

SIMCA

from Chrysler

($1790

WIS 7y,
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TOWN & (OUNTRY

DODGE

Geand River at Nine Mile Road

4746750

Sunday, June 15, 1969

ore Teams

for action Wednesday at 6 p,m,
when Nankin plays Redford at
Tharston, Darin engages Keat-
ing at Garden Clty and Reese
Plays Cardinal at Cass Benton,

The 17 Connle Mack teams
are split into the National and
American Divisions with nine
and elght teams, respectively.

Each champion will gain the
right to move directly into a
state reglonal,

e

THE NATIONAL = CIRCUIT
will consist of North Farming-
ton - Coleman Moss, McKay
Partyville of Garden City, Ply-
mouth Elks, Northville Reese,
Livonia Phillippt Service,
Farmington Chelsea, Livonia-
Ratigan, Livonia Spartons, and
Redford Big Boy,

In the Americen cireult
there'll be Redford Warbolak,
North Farmington - Holcomb,
Livonla - Tomvs Sgrvice, Gar-
den City Bryant Walker, Li-
vonia Allen Fence, Plymouth-
DePonto’s, Novl Construction
and Livonia Hubert Realty,

In most instances the tdams
wilt be virtually the same as
represented  various high
schoals during the recent sea-

“You might say we bave a
summer high school .league
golng here,” added Schwarcz,

Plymouth, Kedford Union,
Thurston, Frankiin, Beatley,
Stevenson, Farmington, North
Farmington, Northwille, Gar-
iden City East and Garden City
West «all” wil have players
in the league, which also will
tield some from Bishop Bor-
gess, Our Lady of Sorrows and
St Agatha,,

|\|

TGRS

LIVONIA
32415 Five Mite Road
421-5700

WESTLAND
434 South Wayne Road
5625100
PLYMOUTH
798 Panniman Avenue
453-5200

FARMINGTON
23334 Farmington Aoad
4767000

SWIMMING

12'x18'

Prices Are Compleie With
Pools - Ladders - Filters

1969 MUSKINS

#O0L, HLTE, LADDEX

1575179 22 oniy

18-5199 299! ..,

PO

OVAL POOLS

18° X 32°

ASSOCIATED RETAILER'S CO-OP
A3, WORLD'S RGEST POOL BUYING GROUP!

est 20 Ga, Liner - Winterized! Sanitized!

age Includes:
‘\vamlm D filer,
. auto,

Chlori
Comomr‘p

2

Protectiry. CHHVUCALS

is:ount

545"

11 available ot

18’4572’
8 available at

- COUPON » st e o e g
g Sun Liquid

CHLORINE
00 limit :
[t

3sc_

pool

Pools / Chemicals

Fitters / Heaters / Slid

LIVONIA

mouth Road
- {300° E.»o Wayne Road)

ANN ARBOR

2450 W. Stadium
(Across from Wesigate)

Low, low prices include our
finest equipment, 6" rail,
3% hop. filter, sofely ladder,
deluxe vacuum, deluxe
skimmer, test kit, chemicals

18’ pOOL-., %499
20° POOL ...3549
24 pooL ...%649
27" poOL ...5799

WAGON GRILLS

|® Adjustable fire pan with
" _tool rack and handle.

30720 GRAND RIVER, EAST OF 9 MILE HOURS: 8:30 10 5




