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Thursday, July 28, 1977

New Ms. Michigan Wheelchair crowned

By ARLENE VANDERLEUN

After a busy yvear of speeches, tele-
vision apearances and top-level Wash-
ington conferences, Canton's Marga-
ret Chmielewski relinquished her Ms.
Wheelchair Michigan crown to Gisele
Thornton of Detroit.
. Courage. excil and ina-

Team, Inc.. to highlight the achieve-
ments of wheelchair-bound young
women and to promote awareness of
the problem3 of all handicapped per-
sons.

“I plan to go into public relations
and hope to address the problems of
the i " said Ms. Thomnton.

tion filled the Madonna College audito-
rium Saturday night during the fith an-
nual Ms. Wheelchair Michigan pag-
eant. co-sponsored by the Livonia
Jaycees and Mobility Awareness

Her prizes include a $100 cash scholar-
ship. gift certificates and a trophy.
She will represent Michigan in the
Ms. Wheelchair America pageant.
Ms. Thornton is a student at Wayne
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State University, where she has her

own radio show. She was the first
woman in a wheelchair to become a
Cotillion Debutante, an annual event
sponsored by black civic and business
leaders. Ms. Thornton also was voted
Miss Congeniality by the other con-
testants.

RUNNERS-UP were Sue Odgers. a
free-Jance writer and student from
Sterling Heights. and Yvonne Duffy.
of Ann Arbor. a student services as-
sistant at the University of Michigan.

Several local women were among
the nine contestants.

Renae Thompson. of Westland.
found it “interesting to meet other
people with handicaps and see what
they have done with their lives to be

.accepted as fellow human beings.”

Mrs. Thompsen. who has a vear-old
daughter. has been active in the Eas-
ter Seal Telethon and has a keen inter-
est in swimming and sailing. She re-
ceived a physical fitness award at the
pageant.

“Other people have to adjust to us
and we have to adjust to them." said
Mrs. Thompson.

Marilyn Hodges. a Farmington con-
testant. found her participation “'excit-
ing.” She is an Avon representative
and has been active in the annual
Wheelchair Games. bowling and table
tennis. She was cited by pageant offi-
cials for her personal growth and
achievement

DURING HER REIGN as Ms.
Wheelchair Michigan. Mrs. Chmie-
lewski. a wife. mother and teacher.
spoke in behall of the needs and con-
tributions of the handicapped.

“It has been a wonderful year.” she
smiled. “There’s so much more to be
done and these women can carry on.”
said Ms. Chmielewski. **A major prob-
lem is people's atitudes toward the
handicapped.”

But progress is being made. she
pointed out. and added

~Six years ago when I went to Wash-
ington I couldn't visit the monuments
because they weren't accessible to my
wheelchair. This past time | could see
a big difference. There were more
ramps and more handicapped park-
ing.

in September, Mrs. Chmiefewski
will become an instructor in psycholo-
gy at Madonna College.

The Mobility Awareness Team. Inc
is a non-profit corporation made up of
individuals who work to promote an
awareness of the needs of the phys-
ically handicapped and actively sup-
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port legislation to provide greater mo-
bility for physically limited persons
through more accessible public trans-

portation. handicapped parking. wider |

doorways and ramps.

“Handicapped people need mobility
in order to lead productive lives.”
said Angie Corrieri, the 1974 Ms.
Wheelchair Michigan and Michigan
president of Mobility Awareness
Team. Madonna College was selected
as the pageant site because its facil-
ities are highly accessible to the phys-
ically limited.

“This pageant is important,” said
Ms. Corrieri. “and we are grateful to
the Livonia Jaycees for their support
and cooperation.”

THE ENERGETIC Ms. Corrieri. of
Canton. has been in a wheelchair six
vears as a result of an auto accident
and leads an active. independent life
in spite of physical limitations. She is
a computer programmer with General
Motors and is currently on education-
al leave.

During her recovery and rehabilita-
tion she was depressed and fearful
about the future. But she was also de-
termined to advance. She had been a
kevpunch operator at the time of her
accident and decided to become a
computer programmer. She began her
training and later the company in-
stalied a “'stair glide” device. which
allowed her to go up and down stairs.
“GM has been terrific to me.” she
said. .

Ms. Corrieri lives alone and drives
her own car with hand controls. *I
scrub floors, wash and cook. and get
by with a little help from my
{riends.”

SPECIAL PAGEANT guests includ-
ed ¢ivic leader Dollie Cole. Rep. Jelt
Sietsma. tR-Grand Rapids). who has
been instrumental in passing legisla-
tion providing mobility to the handi-
capped. and Beverly Barry Chapman.
of Orlando. Miss Wheelchair America
1977.

“We have a message to deliver and
gifts 1o share.” declared Ms, Chap-
man. “We have talents to contribute
to society "

Mrs. Cole. chairman of the Easter
Seal Telethon. praised the contestants
for their courage. “There are no hand-
icapped in this room.” she said. “A
handicapped person lacks courage.”

Rep. Sietsma called for an all-out ef-
fort against barriers to the handi-
capped. “We all need to pitch in so
the handicapped can get the things
they deserve.” she stated.

Gisele  Thornton
(above} of Detroit
was crowned Ms.
Michigan Wheelchair
and Marilyn Hodges
(right) of Farm-
» ington joined in the
competition. (Photos
by Fred Hopkins)
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