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South African baseball squad visits area

Where this baseball team plays.
there are no dugouts. lighted dia-
monds are a rarity, and raised pitch-
ing mounds are found only on farms.

As a matter of fact. the populace
would rather indulge in cricket. rugby
or_soccer.

Even though America’s national pas-
time is a secondary sport in South Af-
rica. its young plavers are well-tutor-
ed baseball athletes.

On a goodwill tour of the Umled

lighted by Tim Schmitt's game-win-
ning hit—for the Troy all-stars to beat
the South African Comets Monday af-
ternoon. 4-2.

The Comets had won three games
in New Jersey and took two wins and
a draw in Massachusetts. In the game
at Boulan Park. American plavers
and coaches were impressed with
their visitors' abilitv to execute funda-

mentals.
The South Africans.” most of whom
live near in the coun-

States. a group of 14- and 15
South African boys. accompanied bv
parents and friends. ventured into
Troy earlier this week and dropped
thier first game in seven tries. It took
a three-run sixthdnning rally—high-

try’s northeast comer. had groomed a
24 lead after four innings. The team
only had one hit. but smart base run-
ning and hustle accounted for both

BOYTJIE BEZVIDENHOUT. the
South African coach. explained that
he instructs players to bunt and hit be-
hind the runners.

“If we get runners on.” he said in
his British accent, “we want them

ome.
“The difference between the two
styles of play {American and South Af-
rican} is that we play more of a re-
fined game. Americans sit back and
wait for something to happen—lhey
always wait for that big ining.
“We like to nibble away at our oppo-
nents. and 1 think that has been the
key to our success so far in Amer-
ica.” said Bezvidenhout. who catches
for the South African national teamn.

**Nobody expects us to do that. and be-
fore they realize it. we're a couple
runs ahead.”

In South Africa, which is at the
southern tin of the African continent
baseball is what we term a minor
sport. There are only three leagues
within 36 miles of Johannesburg. and
most teams play a maximum of 20
rames during one season.

The South Alfrican Comets team is a
group of all-stars composed of those
three major leagues. Through a series
of fund-raising campaigns. with addi-
tional financial helo from parents. the
team embarked on a three-week tour
of the United States and South Amer-
ica

Square Lake netter logs serve

By JOHN B0ZZO
Sports Editor

Square Lake Racquet Club in
Bloomfield Hills was the site of a
tennis record Saturday. Chris Green-
dale. 25. of Ann Arbor. hit the fastest
tennis serve ever recorded in the Gil-
bey's Gin Fast Serve Contest.

Greendale clocked a winning serve
of 132 miles per hour. He registered
128 and 129 miles per hour in two
other trys. His best performance
smashed the previous record of 130
miles per hour set by 1976 national
champion Colin Dibley at Forest
Hills.

Greendale. who is a financial .ana-
Ivst and part-time law student. won
the mens’ division of the fast serve
tournament at Square Lake. It was
one of 12 regionals held across the
country. He will attend the national
finals Aug. 29 at Forest Hills.

The speed of Greendale's serve was
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clocked by a radar-ike device devel-
oped by the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

The girls’ winner was Jodo Ross of
Bloomfield Hills. Her fastest serve
was 91 miles per hour. She is a teach-
ing professional at Square Lake Rac-
quet Club.

CENTAUR FARMS Racquet Club
has just finished a round of doubles
tournaments. A Ladies A Doubles tour-
nament was held July 16-17 with 12
teams participating. Sybil Wayburn
and Mary Ann Greenawalt combined
to win the championship by defeating
Anita Goldman and Laurie Kaufman
6-3. 4-6. 6-1 in the tournament final

Mixed doubles tournaments were
beld July 2324 at Centaur. Shirlev
Stein and Mark Fleming teamed up to
win the B Division championship with
a 63. 60 victory over Madelvne and
Joel Bailey in the finals of the tourna-
ment. There were six teams in that di-
vision
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The A Division saw Tom Harrett
and Fran Putnam score 2 6-1. 75 vic-
tory in their championship match
against Ben Witcher and Mary Ann
Greenawalt. Eight doubles teams
were entered in the A Division.

Centaur is planning a mens' pro-am
tournament Aug. 1214 and a mixed
doubles tournament Aug. 19-21.

COURT HOUSE Tennis and Rac-
quets Club defeated the Farmington ,

Racquet Club 252-113. July 7. in sum-
mer Metro Tennis League action.
Court House's men won six of eight
singles matches. while the women de-
feated Farmington in all eight singles
matches. Court Hoouse's women won
both their doubles matches. while the
men split their two doubles matches.
Court House players won alt four of
the mixed doubles pairines.
COURT HOUSE 2-FARMINGTON 113
Womens' Staglen: Kathy Mizarski (CH) defeated

The Comets’ first games were on
the East Coast the week of July 14 be-
fore stopping in Troy. The team will
participate in four more games in Cin-
cinnati. then travel to Orlando. Fla
and Rio de Janeiro. Brazil.

The trip into Troy was organized by
Richard Rabuck. a former Birming-
ham resident who has soent time in
the African counlrv coaching the na-
tional team. South African plavers,
while in Troy. are staving with fami-
lies whose children participate in the
Trov Baseball Boosters program

“The main reason for our tour was
to improve the baseball plaving abili-
ty of our plavers by plaving against
€ood opposition,” said tour manager

Theunis Botha. “A mainr secondarv
reason is to give our boys this kind of
experience and expose them tn the
American way of life.

“We want them to see how Ameri
cans livd. and mavbe through this e
perience. thev can go back to South
Africa and grow up to be leaders.” he
said. “The American hospitality has
been wonderful. and the players are
very excited about the tri

Besides plaving on thé well-nursed
Troy baseball diamonds. the South Af-
rican players visited Greenfield Vil-
lage and the General Motors Tech
Center in Warren. The Comets also
saw the Detroit Tigers beat the To-
ronto Blue Javs Mondav evening
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Long-distance run benefits charity

Just west of the quiet road (M33).
an oceasional whining hum whisked
through the night air. Those hurried
highwav sounds from nearby 175
were quietly foiled by the methodical
running of the Michigan Marathon
‘Team.

The runners were part of an endur-
ance relay. The idea of this relay was
to race the clock. nonstop. The result
would be the completion of a 616-mile

in in 77 consecutive hours.

“We used secluded twolane black-
top roads leaving the highway for
*God-be-with-me-I'm-going-up-North®
drivers and smelly semi-trucks.” ex-
plained one of the pace car drivers.

The 77" Marathon was a fifth con-
secutive success for the Michigan
Marathon Team. Held each summer.
these endurance relays help condition
voung runners from Michigan who
enter the many 26-mile marathons
across the United States, like the mas-

sive Boston Marathon

Three of the 12 runners on the MMT
have been in the Boston competition.
Several other race at Belle Isle each
vear with the Motor City Striders.
Most are just entering college. The
voungest member is Eric Pelton. 14
of Waterford.

The rest of the team members all
come from Oakland County They are
Nick Dela Cruz. 18, Pontiac: Maurice
Freed, 22. West Bloomfield: Ron Hol-
land. 19. Walled Lake: Pete Moris. 19.
Rochester: Gary Quesada. 19, Troy:
Mike Redford. 18. West Bloomfield
Arno Sist. 19. Northville- Charley Ste-
venson. 19. Rochester: Chuck Stouf-
fer. 20. Auburn Heights: Dave Mont-
gomery. 19. Royal Oak: Fric Peltan
14. Waterford. and Tim Cassani. 18.
Bloomfield Hills
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tended by a 26-vear-old physicat thera-
pist. Tom McKelvey. from St. Jo-
seph's Mercy Hospual in Pontiac
McKelvey was the center of attention
during the “77" Marathon. As well as
wrapping toes and thighs. he lubri-
cated the runners skin to prevent chaf-
ing. His leg massage was in constant
demand during the later stage of the
relay.

McKelvey worked with the Mich-
igan Marathon Team when it was
founded in 1973 As a fund-raising proi-
ect for the American Cancer Society,
S1.000 was raised by the MMT. Other
charities aided by the benefit relavs
in past years are New Horizons of
Pontiac and the Metropolitan Society
for Crippled Children and Adults. This
year Common Ground. a Rirmingham
human service agency with many free
brograms and acurte medical care
clinic was the beneficiary

Chuck Stouffer. 20. has run in all
five benefit marathons. This vear he
also mapped ou the course His expe-
rienced instructions sustained the con-
fidence of newer runners on the team.
Stouffer. a chemist a Flint Ink of Red-
ford felt. “though we had to overcome
serious problems. both physical and
economic. the ambition and skill of
the individual runners brought us

through.

THE SHIFT EACH runner was re
sponsible for consisted of eight miles.
A time of 53 mimutes for a run of this
distance is good. Onlv cool nights
made this time a reasonable pace for
the runners

In the stifling 95degree July heat
sweat and [atigue forced many of the
marathoners to split their shift The
sprinters ran four sets of two-mile
legs rather than eight straight mile<
Gallons of sweat. Gatorade and bodv
“punch™.were used in the conquest of
extra grueling sundrenched miles
near Gavlord and again near Cadiltac
on the return trip south

It would be nice to sav that Com
mon Ground raised $1000 But that
isn't 0. The pledges from two dozen
donors and the NMT emergency bank
account of $200 were onlv sufficient to
meet the costs of completing the
marathon

This vear. the runners had an addi-
tional challenge because thev spent 77
hours of this marathon riding in cram.
ped Dick-up trucks and <leeping in
tents or under the stars. instead of
travelling in motor homes as in past
vears.

Soccer clinics set

With “'soccer fever™ sweeping the
country in 1977, it’s no surprise that
120 boys and girls will be enrolled in
the Michigan Soccer Schoo! clinies at
the Southfield Civic Center. 26000
Evergreen Road.

Due to increased participation. two
one-week sessions have been slated at
the Southfield site. The clinics are
scheduled for Aug. 15 and Aug. 812
The daily program begins at 9 a.m
and continues il 4 p.m.

The instruction will focus on train-
ing in individual skills in the morning
and the study of tactics and team
play in the afternoon.

Special events for both weeks will in-
clude games featuring top-flight area
teams against the Michigan Soccer
School staff team. In addition. each

[ says...

modern design.
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LANDSCAPING FACE LIFT

Has your landscaping grown weary ahd shapeless with the
years? Did last years snow and ice break down the last good
evargreen?
Let us give your house a face lift and remove the tell-tale signs
of age. Make your house look years younger and more beau-
tiful.

We have beautiful fow-growing yews.
flowering shrubs that will enhance your home... of hi
Bting in your measurements and latus help you with & rlew

week will feature a contest involving
some of the best 19-and-under gir! soc-
cer players in Michigan,

Plavers in grades three-through-12
will receive a new leather ball. an
MSS uniform shirt and shorts The
famous Pele instructionat fitms will
be shown. and every voungster will
have access to the Olympic-size swim-
ming pool to cool off between morning
and afternoon sessions.

MSS director Wavne Pirmann. for-
mer Dartmouth College standout. is
the head soccer coach at Rirmingham
Groves High. Pirmann recently led
the Birmingham Blazers. a 19-and-
under girls’ team. to a state champinn-
ship.

Additional information about the pro-
gram may be obtained by calling f45-
1089,

Wayne Jones
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