Traffic unsnarler bacl

By JACKIE KLEIN

Roger Smith is back in Southfi eld, managing all
the traffic will bear, after a.14-month stint as proj-
ect supervisor for Traffic Safety Impn)vemenl As-
sociation (TIA) .of Oakland Cor

Smith, 38, recently resumed hxs duties in South-
field with the brand new title of director of depart-
ment of transportation. A six-year employee of
the city. he was Southfield's first full-time traffic
engineer before his promotion to deputy director
of Southfield public services.

“TIA is a non-profit orgamzallon funded by pri-
vate corporations and individuals,” Smith explain-
ed. “Its basic-goal is to reduce Oakland County's
substantial traffic toll. Specific projects are fi-
nanced through state and federal grants.

“TIA’s interesls have broadened into the field
of traffic engineering problems and solutions. The
approach to traffic safety problems among 61 ju-
risdictions in the county. has been fragmented. I
was in charge of a pilot program for a unified op-
eration and to provnde the training and tools to as-
sist communities.

SMITH WAS involved in the photo-logging of all
traffic signs and the computerized indexing of
traffic accident locations in the county.

“The practice has been for municipalities to
concentrate on high accident corners while other
hazardous locations presented more problems,™
Smith said. “The computerized approach is to
measure the rate of accidents per one million
cars entering intersections and other-locations.

e of my jobs with TIA was to teach this ap-
rmach to city administrators. city engineers, po-
ice chiefs and others involved in’traffic safety.
TIA's aim is to develop the tools and expose offi-
lcmls to techniques for solving their own prob-
lems.

Smith s instructions included analyzing high-
accident areas, causes of accidents and counter-
measures, legal responsibiliti
federal funding for road improvement. He also
set up an inventory system for other government
agencles to updale street signs. Southﬁeld already

system for
6500 s:gns Smith said.

Hased on TIA analysis. Smith said, a state-wide
Michigan Accident Location Index is being pre-
pared to identify high-collision areas.

Smith’s new ‘role as transportation director of
Southfield carries a multitude of responsibilities.

HE CHAIRS the transportation planning com-
mittee which reviews street planning, operation
of the street system, capital construction and con-
tracts with governmental agencies related to
transportation and transit.

‘medmg transportalmn in Southfield is a pri-
ority,” Smith said. “According to my opum:snc
schedule, by the end of August we should kn

how much the city can contribute in operating sub .

sidies for buses and routes.

““We hope to apply througi. the Southeast Mich-
igan Transportation Authoricy (SEMTA) before
Jan. 1 for a federal grant. But the city is required
to provide matching funds for transportation, and
we_may have to ask taxpayers for a millage in-
crease on a future election ballot. In any event,
hopefully. buses will be rolling in Southfield fre-
quently and in large numbers by 1979.”

In mid-1978. Smith said, Southfield may have a
didl-a-ride system which will be municipally sub-
sidized. Smith estimated 5,000 riders a day will
use some form of public transit in the city.

Another priority, Smith said. is to work for a
long-term reduction in Southfield’s escalating
property damz\ge and injury accidents.

“We can't reduce collisions to zero. but we hnpe
to’see them drop at least 15 to 20 per cent,” he
said. “Southfield police are responding to about
5,000 traffic accidents a year. The number of fatal-
ities hasn't risen proportionately, but even one
traffic death is too many.”
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IN 1976, SMITH said, 28 per cent of the acc'-
dents were caused by speeding, 24 per cent for -
failure to yield the nghml‘ way, 15 per cent for
driving left of center and improper lane useage,
15 per cent for following too close and seven per
cent for improper use of tum signals.

“We estimate 80 per cent of accidents are
caused by driver error."” Smith said. "'About 5 pe:
cent are caused by road and vehicle problems

“and the rest by signs. sireet lights and other ele-

ments we're in business to correct.”

‘Too many signs, according to Southfield Traffic
Engineer Thomas Vukonich, may confuse drivers
who can't absorb ail the information on over-
signed roads

““The driver won't get the important message if
he’s been delayed by unwarranted signs, and that
could contribute to an accident,” Vukonich said.

“Motorists have a habit of disobeying stop signs
at intersections. They may slow down. but they'll
speed up in the middle of the block.”

ROGER SMITH

Meadow Brook has archives
A gift from John lating to John Dodge as
Dodge’s grandson, John an individual, an auto
VanLennep, the John pioneer and a philanthro-
Dodge Archives Room  pist.
at Meadow Brook Hall. = Meadow Brook Hall
is now officially open to was the home of John
the public. Dodge’s children and his
widow, Matilda Dodge
Included in the ar-

‘Wilson, who bequeathed
chive displays are photo-  her estate to the state of

graphs, drawings. news- Michigan for  estab-
paper clippings. docu- lishment of Oakland Uni-
versity.
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Lees has reduced prices on its best
selling. carpet styles! And we are pas-
sing these savingson toyou.

Find the Lees carpet for your needs &
the savings are yours. Your choice of
twists, shags, saxony finishes & multi-
colored patterns
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Thanks you for making our Farmington store
a huge success.
Watch fot our Grand Opening and Anniversary Sale August 11 through August 21,

30002 W. 12 MILE, between Middiebelt & Orchard Lake Rd.
Call 851-6614-15 for FREE DELIVERY

e POP DEPARTMENT SPECIALS ¢

PEPSI, GOKE 16807 s.l 59 -
TABor 7-UP reg.siso............ 8 81
PRODUCE SPECIALS FOR FAHMMIE"UIV& OAK PARK STORES

Salad Ripe TOMATOES | gaettreinl,
49¢ |
18.

ch LB.

10 for 59c ]
NEcTA'i;smIEs BAcNh]ﬂuﬁmAs quzA‘t!'sgeﬂE“ 1
] 7c 1B.

39 39 srux
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Sealtest

SOUR CREAM

SALAMI
BOLOGNA
or HOT DOGS

All Time Low Price

120Z.
CTN.

o DAIRY DEPARTMENT e
39°  GoTTAGE CHEESE 39¢

LI erior
Reg. ¢
Sealtest POTATO GHIPS 7 59 PKG. :
% GAL. 6 c
MILK oNLY SALAD TIME AT BOB'S
Cucumber & Onion
Health Salad ¢
. Req. gg'r Cole Slaw 49
BAGELS 8150 D0Z.  Potato Salad e LB.

® BOB’S KOSHER DELI COUNTER e

Osherwntz' featuring Osherwitz Made by the Best
Osherwitz Kosher

CORNED BEEF
PEPPER BEEF
5. ROAST BEEF or TONGUE *3°% 5

$I 49

® Carry Qutfrom Our Deli Counter e
Kosher HOT CORNED BEEF, HOT BEEF

or HOT PASTRAMI SAHDWIGH................'... 3149 EACH

While shopping at Bob'’s

Visitour Famous o SRBLEsnsois S8
CHEESE PALACE Handsiced $050
Cheeses from all over NOVA or BELLY I.OX Only 2 AT
the World | MaCohen's s 49
at Low Discount Prices! LOX.. wuss Reg. $1.79 I

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri.9to7 Sat.9t08 Sunday9t1l 2




