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By ETHEL SIMMONS

She said, “People have told me. No

one’s going to laugh at you. You're.

too pretty. I think that's garbage

» People will laugh if you're funny.”

Ms. Cook doesn’t really seem to pre-
fer comedy to straight dramatic

rts. But her acting path has led
mm drama to improvisation to com-
edg'h routines.

e now lives in Los Angeles, ac-

tually in an apartment in Hollyw
and 1s currenlly on what she calls’a

Sland-up comedy some place for lady

Can a girl who played Snow. \Vhlle
ﬁnd happmess as a stand-up comic?

r Susan Ives Cook. who is origi-
nally from Birmingham and is back
in Detroit performing a comedy rou-
tine. the answer is probably

Ms. Cook has been acting since the
age of 10, when she first appeared in
college productions. At 22, 5 e played
Snow White in a production presented
by Henry K. Martin's children’s thea-

She studied acting at Wayne State
Umversny and received a bachelor of
fine arts degree from the University
of Detroit in 1975.

Her high school years were spent at
Seaholm High School in Birmingham,
where her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam H." Cook, still. live.

TALL, with blue eyes and aul
hair; Ms: Cook has af) e)nuberantb‘;"e.rtl
plxxehke quality.

Musical ‘Birdie’
brightens stage

By BARBARA MICHALS

Bouncy and bursting with energy,
“Bye, Bye, Birdie!". continues its run
Friday and Saturday evenings
through August at the Will-0-Way Re-
pertory Theatre in Bloomfield Hilis.
The well-staged production is thor-
oughly entertaining.

“Birdie” is the popular musical
comedy that lightly satirizes rock
stars, American teenagers and uptight
parents.

-Conrad Birdie, a swivel-hipped
rock-and-roll star patterned closely on
Elvis Presley, is about to be inducted
into the Army, leaving behind. mil-
lions of downhearted fans. As a pub-
licity gimmick, Birdie will bestow a
farewell kiss on young Kim Macafee,
the president of his local fan club in
Sweet Apple, Ohio.

Birdie's visit to Sweet Apple has pro-
nounced effects on the Macafee fam-
ily and further complicates the pri-
vate life of his‘manager, Albert Peter-
son. Peterson must try to keep the un-
cooperative Birdie in check while he
juggles the affections of his loyal sec-
retary and his boa constrictor mother.

Among the large and talented cast,
Judy Fern is a stand-out as Rose Alva-
rez, Peterson’s long-suffering secre-
tary. Her highly expressive face adds
considerable comic dimensions to the
role. Her pleasant singing voice and
spirited delivery are a winning com-
bination.

Steve Glad is also outstanding in the
role of Birdie, as greasy and rubber-
legged as one could possibly imagine.
His considerable gyrations through
“Ya Gotta Be Sincere”.and “I Got a
Lot of Livin® to Do™ are exhaustive as
well as hilarious.

Del Howison does 2 competent job
as the weak-willed Peterson, struggl-
ing to finally stand on his own feet
and untie his mother’s apron strings.

ae Peterson, Albert’s mother,
Henrietta Kryskalla does a fine job

with a role that is a comic gem. Mae
smothers her “sonnyboy” with self-
sacrificing love, and any mention of
Albert’s affection for Rose brings non-
too-subtle remlm‘lers of his mother’s

“condition.”

Susan Barnett is very convincing as
star-struck teenager Kim Macafee,
torn between her idol Birdie and her
new steady boyfriend. Miss Barnett’s
little-girl singing voice enhances her

cterization but does not do jus-
tice to the songs.

Loren Bass evokes sympathy as
Hugo Peabody, Kim's lovesick steady.
Tine Tumner is engaging as Ursula
Merkle, Birdie’s most ardent fan and
the leader of the lively chorus of
Sweet Apple teenagers,

Phil Emhury and Elaine Keinert
are amusing as Kim’s beleaguered, be-
wildered parents. They ask the musi-
cal question “What's wrong with
these kids today?” and conclude,
“Why can’t‘they be like we were, per-
fect in every way . . . ?” After ridicul-
ing all the fuss over Conrad Birdie,
Mr. Macafee becomes as star-struck
as Kim and makes a fool of himself
when given a chance to be on tele-
vision with his idol. Ed Sullivan.

Under the direction of Celia Merrill
‘Turner, the Will-0-Way production is
fast-paced throughout. exuberant
teenagers tumble out from all over
the theater, surrounding the audience
with the sense of excitement that has
swept over Sweet Apple.

A few low ramps are cleverly used
for a variety of purposes on stage.
“The Telephone Song,” a montage of
teenagers and Lelephones is well-
staged with a minimum of props.

“Birdie” is a happy, fun musical for
the whole family.

Concert, play slated.

‘Theater-goers to Cranbrook’s out-
door Greek theater will be serenaded
with a midsummer pops concert,
played on the Christ Church Cran-
brook carillon, Wednesday. The ocas-
sion is the final production of the 36th

brook Theatre School.

““The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie,”

a penetrating study of the intangible
influence of an unusual teacher on the
lives of young people associated with
her, will staged at 8:15 p.m.
Tuesday and Wednesday.

The carlllon concert, by University
of Michigan carillonneur Hudson
Ladd. will precede the final play and
is free to all who want to listen from
the church lawn. Tickets for the play
are $2 and available by calling 644-
9668,

Lxﬁcal cast members, all junior high

‘How to send
news items

school, high school and college stu-
dents who studied at Cranbrook
‘Theatre School this summer, are:
Carolyn Curtis, Ann Bowerman and’
Claudia Lasley of Birmingham; Dorg-
thy Sims, Martha Ortiz, Fred Dilks,”
ra Ambrose and Katharina Kast,
BIooml’xeld Hills; Majorie Cooper.
Troy; Linda Ramsay, Heidi Rose and
Amy Silberman, Southfield; Cheryl
Webster, West Bloomfield; and Jane
Covent and Gail Vasku, Orchard

Dlredms are Lin Eagle and Heidi
Stock of the Cranbrook Theatre
School faculty.

The theater is at 400 Lone Pine
Road. Bloomfield Hills. Cranbrook
Theatre School, directed by Annetta

. Wonnberger, is sponsored by Cran-
brook i C i

“T've been dm’ng stand-up comedy .

for a year now.” she said. Her first
appearance was at The Comedy Store
A I started out with four min-

4Her present routines go anywhere
from 10 to 20 minutes and include not
only one-liners but characlers and im-
pressions. Ms. k writes her own
material (“A good one-ling joke costs
$25 to $200" from a writer).

“IT'S NICE TO play Detroit doing
stand-up,” she said. “T 1ouk a chance
and breezed into town."

She got into town last Thursday and
checked to see if the Railroad Cross-
ing in Detroit was still doing comedy.

She played there Friday and Satur-

y, doing guest sets. She'll be back
al the Railroad Crossing, on Eight

 Thursday, August 4, 1977

Susan  Cook wants to make
people laugh.

Mile Road just east of Mound. on
Thuxsday night, appearing with Ron
Cook expects to g0 on be-
Lween 10 30 and 11 p.m.
Her parents hope to attend the per-
formance that night.

For acting parts, Ms. Cook goes by

the name Susan Ives Cook, but Ior
comedy appearances she prefers the
billing Susan Cook, because she thinks

(T-5D.S-5C,F-7C,Ro-4B) (0) 7D

it sounds more like a comedienne.

After her show Thursday in Detroit.
. Ms. Cook will be going to Chicago for
more comedy showcases. §b e explains
that these dates will probably be with-
out pay (as in her Detroit guest spots)

but, that they pmwde showcases for®

comics to be s

The same holds lrue in L.A. where
some of the clubs allow comicsto get
up and use their material.. But:she

isn't disturbed by this. considering it

a good oppbrtunity to be spotted for
paying jobs.

MS, CODK has performed in many -

productions in Detroit and was
gﬁly praxsed by, eritics for her char-
aclerization of Helena in Shake-
speare’s - ‘A - Midsummer Night's
Dream” at. The, Theatre.

She was a member of The Com-
ple!ely Different Company. an impro-
visational company based in Detroit,
which played the Raven and the
Roman Gate. Later. she went to Chi-
©2go to study at the Second City work-
shop and was a member of The Reifi-
cation Company doing lmprowsauons
before bemg asked to join the Second
City touring company.

‘Then she road managed a team of
comedians in L.A. whom she had met
in Chicago.

What made .Ms. Cook decide to-do
comedy? “I got completely bombed
out of my mind over a guy.” she said
matter of factly, “so I decided I
would like to ‘make other people
laugh.™

According to Ms. Cook. *‘People
won't laugh at the same things from a
woman. They don't like pohu:al
things from a2 woman at all.”

How about jokes on sex? “‘Anybody
will laugh at sex.” she responded.

Ms. Cook continued. “Women are
developing a new kind of comedy.”

- She talked about Bob Hope and Morey

Amsterdam ‘introducing the one-
liners, then Joan Rivers coming along
with a comedy put-down of hersell
and Phyllis Diller and her Fang ther
husband) routine.

“Lily Tomlin started a new tradi-
tion, with characters and character
monologue.™

MS. COOK SAID some of her own
characters include an old lady in a
bank and Mae West in the ghetto.
Sometime she does children. and she
also talks about male-female relation-
ships.

She wasn't scared when she went on
stage with a comedy routine for the
first time. “I'm used to being on
sl‘:lage‘ 1 was more scared when I got
oL
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Dinner at
Eden Glen...
more than a
meal. Expe-
rience one of

sheer entert
ment of ¢

A rare Beel
Wellington, and
a salad bar

that’s not just a
wrden variety

f display of

. Andlafter

Joe C srandle trio
And an frish

BE TEMPTED

2085 West Big Beaver Road Between Crooks and Conlidie 649- 1880

HONEYMOONING.

We're a Sunday
get-together place
ere you can

relax over a sit-
downbrunch that’s
more than.a meal.
Served 10:30 to
2:30. Dinner
served 4:00 to

8:00.
€den
glen
BETEMPTED
2085 W. Big Beaver Rd.
Between Crooks and
Coolidge » 649-1880

American Express. other
major credit cards honored.

News releases, phnlomphs or other

GINOS

American Lypress, other major credit cards honored.

information can be mailed to

Simmons, entertainment editor, at

Ethel

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

1999 Cass Lake Road

1225 Bowers, Birminghamn 48012, or de-
livered to any office of the Observer
& Eccentric.

The entertainment pages include
news, fealures and reviews on thea-
ter, movies, night life, restaurants,
travel, music {pop, rock, jazz and
co:‘_n!ry). special attractions, TV and

‘The phone number of the Birming-
- ham office is 644-1100.

Just W. of Orchord Loke Road
ITALIAN DINING-COCKTAILS
Banquet Focilifies Available °
682-6540
Open daily til midnight
Friday & Saturday ‘til 1 p.m.

Bennett Players present “Gaslight Melodies”

singing FOOTBALL | Fatipds et S
on ‘Pops’ | AUGUST6,1977 3 - el 3
o semet makes | ) IONS Viersus KANSAS CITY CHIEFS e clr sanoat

guest
“Evening at Pops™ at 8

® Parkat Hollday In
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 14, on » Enjoya scrumptious Builet
Channel 56. The telecast © Ridethe shuttie 1o end from Pontiac Stadium

will be repeated Satur-
day, Aug. 20, at 8 p.m.
Bennett performs a
new arrangement of his
trademark song, “I Left
My Heart in San Fran-
cisco.” ‘And he stirs up
fond .memories with a
Cole Porter medley that
Yincludes “What Is Th
‘-Thmg Called Love7"

" 2
< :

- Qe it you prefer. simply park and rido the shuitie for

B YEMTA buses stan at 630 p.m. from Hotiday
Parking lot

aph, Bloomflald Hills
a5 C

ALL FOR
$750

“o%“ S‘V\M- of Bloomflcld

334.2444

lee packmg awhole summer’s funi mto one day

"Suwanee” glides over the quiet
Jagoon.-Carriage and p
travel shady Village streets. Antique
steam trains puff along the pictur-
esque 2-mile Village circuit,
stopping at Main Street and

Greenﬁeldvlllage&llenry

Open 96 Daily

Qld Time Summer Festival—a great way to beat
the heat. Breeze on out for a day. It's going on now.

Medicine Skow with “Doc“ Bryson, his peddler s
wagon and a heap of highjinks and hilarity.

Punch & Judy Shows.

" Toum Hall Stage Show—The Village

Model-Ts

Crafts entertainment center complete with fun-illed penny
agsAmevcan crafts are demonstrated daily at our arcade.
Center and other selected locations through- Henry Ford Museum

out the Village to brighten your summer scene, 14 acres (under one roof) of our Amencan heritage on
Shows display, rain or shine, in adjacent Henry Ford Museum.

"Like no‘other pIace youll ever visit"

Suwanee Park. Give our old time merry-go-round a*
whirl at Suwanee Park—turn-of-the-century family

Buildings and Homes iy

Visit the restored, interpreted shops, :
stores and homes of famous Americans
like Lincoln, Edison, Hei

C}?m lete meals are available at
the
taurant in Suwanee Park, and
Heritage Hall in He&ry Ford

bag and Pond ‘n Coop lunch
stands, Suwanee Ice Cream
Parlg;]Sweel Place snack stand,

Ford, and
the Wright Brothers.
Festival Fare

nton Inn, Riverfront Res-

1" night-unch wa on and
the Popcorn Wagon. A .

picnic area is available
ra& on Suwanee
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