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Commissioners appeal to Lansing '

~ County rips workers’ comp abuses

> In an attempt to cut abuses in Mich-
igan’s workers’ compensation pro-
+ gram, the Oakland County Board of
Commissioners called on the state leg-
lature “to stop “piecemeal com-
ensation legislation™ and tackle the
system's shortcomings.
+ The board joined Commissioner Rob-
..ert W. Page (R-Birmingham} in oppos-
ing Senate Bill 479 which would shift
- funding of the Workers' Cempensation
Bureau and the Workers' Com-
" pensation Appeal Board from the
! state’s general fund to a two per cent
tax on compensation paid by msur-
» ance carriers and self-insured employ-
" ers.

orker's comp cost per employe
in Michigan are,so high they are ridie-
ulous—even scandalous.” Page said
citing comparative costs for Mich-
igan. Ohio. Indiana, and Pennsylva-
nia. In 1976. he said. average workers'
comp costs per employee in Indiana
was $57; in Ohio $38: in Pennsylvania
$113 and in Michigan $338.

Page chided. "The efforts of Mich-
igan's pro-business offices to retain or
atract new business will be difficult
until the very serious cost porblems
associated with workers’ comp are re- .
solved.” e o

“The state of Mississippi.” he b h t
added. recently sent a delegation to r osc ln erlors
Michigan to seck out new (business)
prospects for thier state. and they hiad
plenty of ammunition when they point-
ed to our workmens' comp."

‘We're at the point right now where almost
anything goes. Workers’ compensation is close
to becoming a welfare experience all over
again.’

-Ed Wolf, Budd Co.

ploiting the system to get a handout.”

According to the Michigan State
Chamber of Commerce. “Perhaps to
an unprecedented degree. the future
of Michigan's economic prosperity
hangs on a labor relations issue that
will be settled in the legislature in-
stead of at the bargaining table..Busi-
ness has indicated. in as many wavs
as it cdn alford to. that it is prepared
to ‘do right’ by the legitimately -
jured worker.”

must not only bear the direct incresed
cost of workers comp but must also
share the increased costs of the pro-
gram to government. He said much of
the cost increases could be blamed on
fraudulent claims.

Ed Wolf, corporate manager of
workman's compensation for the
Budd Company of Troy, said. “If a
clear legislative mandate isnt forth-
coming to eliminate abusive claims.
our entire concepyt of workers' com-
pensation is going to collapse.”

“We're at the point right now where

. almost anything goes.” he continued.
“Workers' compensation s close to be-
coming a welfare expreience all over
again. with the honest worker who
has a legitimate claim being short-
changed to pay for the guy who’s ex-
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- He.said this new tax proposal would
1 cost Michigan employers an addition-
« al $5.4 million per year.

. “Worker’s comp costs have not lev-
. eled off or stabilized. To the contrary.
they continue to escalzte, and if the
worker’s compensation weekly benefit
schedule is raised without first cor-
§ recting the abuses of the system. it
» will be an economic disaster for busi-
; mess in Michigan." he wamned.

: Page said that business is hit by a
" “double barrel” effect because it

OCC gets

A lastsecond change of heart gave
Oakland Community College's Or-
; chard Ridge campus a much-sought
after addition to its new activities
building.

‘The addition includes three handball
courts and an exercise room addinj
. $203.355 to a project that has already
. mun over budget.

Trustee Dennis Rodgers changed
his no vote alter the six board mem-
bers present split on the issue. Board
. of Trustees President Gordon Hender-
! son did not attend the meeting.

Rodgers said, *I labored and la-
bored and labored over the decisior.
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Center, Farming
6 Mile & Newburg Center, Livonia
Westland Center, Westland
Brighton Mall, Brighton

. In Scandinavian Village.» 3325 Orchard Lake Rd.
(4 Mites North of Maple Rd.) ® 626-0031

SENATE BILL 479 is similar to a
bill which was approved b last year
by the legiclature. but was veloed by
Gov. William Milliken. In vetoing that
bill. Milliken said he opposed the *'pie-
cemeal” approach to reforming work-
man's compensation.

addition to facilities

When 1 came here tonight 1 was
pretty sure [ would vote against it,
But I didn't want it to fail because of
a lack of a definitive response from
the board.”

Had he not changed his vote, the ad-
dition would have failed. Four affirma-
tive votes are necessary to approve
any measure.

I wish Henderson had been here. 1
would much rather had him make the
decision,” Rodgers said.

rustees Earl Anderson, David
Hackett and Suzanne Reynolds sup-
ported the additional construction and
Barbara Willing and Lila Johnson

'KAST’S ANNUAL WAREHOUSE
CLEARANCE OF CENTRAL AIR.

It couldn't come at a better time. Save now on top quality
Lennox air conditioning equipment with Kast's famous
professional service backing it up. You'll stay cool the rest
of the summer and for seasons to come.

LENNOX.

joined Rodgers in initially voting no.

Anderson said the *handball courts
and exercise room were needed “to
round out the building and the total
campus.”

“If we want lo build it at some
later date it's going to be added on
anyway — at a much, much higher
cost. Then the voters are going to won-
der why the devil they didn’t build it
three or four years when they were .
building,"

Even though Hackett ultimately sup-
ported the addition he said, “That’s a
Iot of loot for relatively limited
usage.™
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Of Land Ownership In A Magnificent
' Residential Resort Community

Birchwood Farm property ovwners pay no
initiation fee, no monthly or annual dues, no tennis court .
or golf green’s fees for the use of the Birchwood Farm ‘

" Golf & Country Club’s outstanding facilities.

This unique “Club Membership” concept of land
ownership is possible because the developer
has deeded over to the Birchwood Property
Owners iation, the golf course, clubh
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-+ Unique Club Membership Concept |
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Some 1700 acres in size, Birchwood Farm |
Estate is an unspoiled area of beautiful trees,
rolling hills and clean, fresh air. The surrounding
Harbor Springs-Petoskey locale has long been

When a AAA member A.O

wants travel services ‘
and thelocal offices are

closed, the Trave!l Informalion Center (T.L.C.) Is
still open.

With just a phone call, AAA members can get:

@ Triptiks, maps and Tourbooks (maifed to you)

@ Hotel.motel reservations in the U.S. and
Canada -

@ Answerson traffic, road conditions and
detours

Tips on where the fish are biting

News about Michigan festivals and evenls

* @ intormation on license plates, hunting and
fishing licenses and campsite availabilities

AAA members can find the Travel Informalion
Center phone numbers including the statewlide
toll-free number on their membership card. T.L.C.
serves members from 6 a.m. to midnight, Monday
thraugh Saturday...from 8 am. 1o 5 p.m. on Sun-
day...and 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sundays during holi-
day weekends.

Also serving round-the-clock are more than 500
Emergency Road Service contract garages
throughout Michigan. Just a phone call and mem-
bership card brings AAA 10 your rescue with pre-
pald emergency road service.

And this Labor Day weekend, listen for AAA Holi-

day News Service reports with information on

traffic jams, where campgrounds and motels are

avallable, where fish are biting, etc.

We want to do mare for you..
ichigan

Al AAA branch offices will be closed

day or night.
Saturday, Sepl. 3, through Monday, Sept. 5.

Have a nice hollday.
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swim and tennis club. In addition to all the in-
come from the country club operations, the
Property Owners Association' currently enjoys
an income of $80,000 annually from a Golf
Course “Maintenance Trust Fund” created by
the developer.

The combination of these income sources
allows the Property Owners Association and
hy club to be self-sustaini
=-twhich permits every property owner and his
dependent family under the age of 21 to enjoy
all of Birchwood Farm Golf & Country Club’s
_annual dues, nor are any court or green’s fees
charged for the use of these amenities by a

- _property owner.

known as one of the most desirable settings in
the United States... featuring beautiful harbors,
superb dining facilities, three of the finest ski
areas in the midwest and some of the most ex-
citing shops and boutiques found in any resort
area. Another important asset of the area is
the nationally famous Burns Clinic of the Little
Traverse Division of Northern Michigan Hos-
pitals located only 14 miles away in Petoskey.

Ifyou have a sincere interest in land owner-
ship at Birchwood and would like to learn
more about it, simply complete the coupon
below. clip cut and mail to the Birchwood

Farm Estate.
MI-77-334

Please send me more complete information on the Birchwood
Farm story, its concept and facilities—along with information
on how to make arrangements for a visit to Birchwood.

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Telephone Number

. THEOLD -
BIRCHWOODFARMESTATE

P.O. Box 543 - Harbor Springs. Michigan 49740

(616} 526-2156

Yoy, o ot ot et




