Ah, ithe price of bitterness

Harsher but cheaper Java floods U.S.

"If today's skyscraper coffee prices
dre driving you to instant instead of
fresh-brewed, chances are the South
American.accent to your morning cup
has turned to a slightly bitter after-
taste—thanks to the African robustas
bean. i

And, if Americans grow accustomed
to African coffees and prompt if-
creased ' planting there, the result
could bé a coffee glut by the early
1980s that would send prices plummet-
ing to record lows.

With coffee giant Brazil's exports
falling—and world prices still at near-
record levels—African coffee produc-
ers are taking up the slack. Africa’s

bst commonly grown coffee, ro-
busta, is the cheap, naturally harsh
variety used largely in the making of
instant coffees.

‘While it is a hardier plant that
yields more beans than most South Af-
rican varieties, robusta also lacks the
familiar delicacy of Brazl's arabica
bean.

Dems start con-con
talk across area

Twice this month, Mi

gan Demo-
crats will hold public ions

in a 1963 election after being written
il i 21 by

about rewriting the state constitution.”

Dudley Buffa, chairman of the
party’s Commission on the Coft-
stitutional Convention, will be guest
speaker at a meeting of Oakland Coun-
ty Democrats at 8 p.m. Tuesday.
Sept. 20. it will be held in the county
commissioners auditorium, 1200 ‘N,
Telegraph, Pontiac. '
_, A PUBLIC HEARING  is schediled

or 7 p.m. Monday. Sept. 26 in the

_ Henry Ford Centennial Library, 16301
Michigan, Dearborn. ;

After this and other out-state hear-
‘Ings, the party commission will recom-
thend a stand to the Democratic State
Central Committee.

A proposal to call a con-con goes on
the ballot automaticaily every 16
years and will be on the 1978 ballot.
The present constitution was adopted

publicans.

Republican leaders tend to oppose a
new con-con. So far, Democratic lead-
ers are divided or haven't made up
their minds.

BUFFA HIMSELF is uncertain
whether he would support a new con-

con.

The former Michigan State Univer-
sity political science professor is cur-
rently midwest director of foundation
working on rural life problems. Until
last year, he was a Michigan aide to
the late Sen. Philip Hart and is known
to harbor senatorial ambitions him-
sell.

One major change proposed by his
60-member commission is abplition of
the State Board of Education and the
direct election of state superintendent
Jof public instruction.
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THERE'S A VERY
GOOD REASON
FRENCH COMPLEXIONS
ARE AMONGTHE .
WORLD’S MOST
BEAUTIFUL. ORLANE.

Direct from France, Orlane is celebrated around
the world as skin care that is consistently excel-
lent, remarkably beneficial. Long an advantage
enjoyed only by the women of Europe, Orlane
has become a necessity to many of our own
American beauties. If you aren't already sharing
their advantage, consult our Orlane demon-
strators, and have a suitable program outlined
which will best meet your own particular needs.
In Hudson's Aisles of Beauty at select stores
including Northland, Oakland and Novi.

Instant coffee now accounts for
about half of all sales in Britain and
North America. And African robustas
are used more and more as extenders
in the less expensive roasted blends,
replacing the once-plentiful arabicas,
which - were devastated by a killer
frost in Brazil.

U.S. DEPARTMENT of Agriculture
(USDA) statistics show that robusta
imports rose from 12 to 32 per cent be-
tween 1960 and 1974—the bulk coming
from Africa and Asia. At the same
time, Africa's share of the total US.
coffee market rose to 33 per cent,
equal to Brazil's outpul at its peak.
And while Brazilian coffee produc-
tion has slipped from over 25 million
bags in 1972 to 9.5 million last year,
Africa’s output has held relatively
steady around 19 million bags—de-
spite numerous obstacles encountered
Jin the past three seasons.
_ " 'In Angola, once the world's third

largest exporter behind Brazil and Co-
lombia, the Portugese exodus and the
ensuing civil war have cut production
by as much as 75 per cent. Tan-
zania—a producer of fine arabicas as
well as robustas—has suffered declin-
ing yelds since 1974 due to poor weath-
er.

Uganda has been plagued with
smuggling. And Ethiopia, the birth-
place of coffee, has been forced to
watch production drop because its cof-
fee-growing provinces are the scenes
of serious guerrilla insurrections.

Yet despite these setbacks, prices
Have been so good that most export-
ing countries have still enjoyed in-
creased earnings. The Ivory Coast—
now the world's third largest export-
er—and Cameroon are setting the
pace.

FURTHER INCENTIVE for step-
ping up production is that alt produc-
ing countries are currently engaged in
competition to determine their share
of the world market in the event of a
price plunge.

Under the Intemnational Coffee
Agreement (signed by all major pro-
ducers and consumers), export quotas
will be imposed on producers if prices
fall to an unsatisfactory level. Since
this mechanism doesn't take effect
unti! 1979, the quotas will be based
upon a country’s export performance
during this -interim period.

But there are pitfalls as well in the
world coffee market that have led
many African countries to hesitate
about putting their coffee production
into full gear. - :

There is mow massive replanting
under way in Brazil. Since it takes at
least three years for newly planted
coffee trees to mature and bear fruit.
Brazilian production is expected to re-
turn to normal levels by 1980. That in-
crease in supply alone could bring cof-
fee prices down to 1975 levels.

IF ALL PRODUCING countries
stepped up their coffee acreage, ‘how-
ever, 1980 could bring an enormous
coffee glut that would trigger an even
steeper drop in prices—especially if
sizeable numbers of Western con-
sumers had already turned away
from coffee for lower-priced alterna-
tives.

‘There may be an even bigger catch,
however.

According to a recent USDA study,
robusta coffee has not gone over well
with American consumers. The report
alleges, in fact, that the increased use
of robustas may account for, much of
the long-term 40 per cent decline in
U.S. per ‘capita consumption of coffee
since the end of World War IL

1f General Foods and other big roas-
ters take the conclusion of the study
to heart, they will follow the USDA's
advice and use more expensive varie-
ties in their mass market blends. Oth-
erwise, African producers will likely
continue to take a bigger share of the
U.S. market, and Americans will be
sipping a slightly more bitter brew
with their morning meal.

State leads country
in home ownership

More Michigan {amilies own rather
than rent their homes than anywhere
in the country.

The United States League of Sac-
ings Associations has compiled statis-
tical data showing Michigan with the
highest home-ownership ratio—74.4
per cent.

Children’s farm
open year-round

Kensington Children’s Farm in Ken-
sington Metropark near Milford is
open year-round. This actual working
farm features farm animals. historic
barn. pony rides. swan boat rides and
miniature train. Admission charge is
$150 for adults and SI for children
ages 15 and under. Vehicle entry per-
mits are required through October
(daily S1).
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FLIP INTOFALL -
atOakland Malll i

. Flip over our elegant

s

Vintage cars from the ‘30s thru the ‘50s
See 15 beauties sponsored by the Motor City Packard Club
SUNDAY, Sept. 11 thru SATURDAY, Sept. 17
Long, lean, elegant and expensive‘ reminders of the past. ,

OLDPACKARDSHOW ~ ~

FLIP over Oakland Mall’s fashions for.loday
while you glimpse the grand old cars of yesterday.

QAKIAND

MAL

1-75 & 14 mile/Troy
69 stores with Sears & Hudson's
Nine years in Troy N
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Carpet Cleaners
32485 Sehodleralt
Livonia

525-1220
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" OPEN SUNDAY

12 Noon to 4 p.m.

i for your shopping convenience

.. OPENMON., THURS., & FRI. TIL 8 -TUES., WED.. & SAT. TIL 5:30
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Miéﬁigan’s Largest Ethan Allen Dealer

TERMS @ OR AS CASH

A S ¥
.| LIVONIA
1570 MIDDLEBELT AOAD

PHONE 422.8770

SOUTHFIELD
our newest location
Just North of Five Milo Road 15600 W. 12 MILE ROAD Between 22 & 23 Mile Rds.

Just Wesl of Greenfield
‘' PHONE 657-1800

UTICA
50170 VAN DYKE

PHONE 739-6100

Saturday Night
Entertainment
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Stopinfor abite
&Enjoy the Masic

ZUBOK'S
6356 Greenfield
(bet. Ford & Warren)
Deashorn, Mi

AND THE

WORLD ..
SMILES -
WITH YOU

If youget
caught in the
- payday
the

at

rush
bank,
remember your

4-Hour
Banker Card.

/ Serving you e§‘~ryday around the elock 7

P

A C KENDALL

~ You can use it at any of our conveniently located
NBD 24-Hour Bankers to do the same transactions you'd do inside

the bank on payday. You can deposit your paycheck, you can make cash
withdrawals, you can pay bills, transfer funds, get a cash advance

from your NBD Master Charge card—you can even check your account balance. B

- Your NBD 24-Hour Banker card. It's an excellent way-  ~ o

to beat the payday rush. At National Bank of Detroit.
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