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“Through Closed Doors: Western In-
luence on Japanese Art." an exhibi-
ation never seen outside Japan until
“now. will be on display at the Meadow
=Brook Gallery Oct. 9 through Nov. 13.
* Ttis like looking through a telescope
ofrom the small end for this exhibit,
vhich dates from 1630-1850. offers a
different view of those years of West-
sem exploration and the development
~of trade routes.
Although Japan was officially
closed to foreign trade from 1639 ‘o
1868, there were ‘colonies of Dulca
merchants there who were preceeded
by Portuguese.
‘The presence of these foreigners in
their great sailing ships. their strange
coloring. dress and maneﬁsms ;m_d

the art and artifacts they brought
with them had a decided effect on
Japanese artists.

AN EXRIBITION of Japanese art of
the 16th and .17th centuries, heavily
touched by the Portuguese presence.
was shown four years ago in New
York City. St. Louis and Honolulu.
This period is referred to as Namban
Art. The later period of the present ex-
hibit. which reflects the Dutch in-
fluence. is described by the Japanese
“as “Art of Kohmo: Red Hair.”-

‘This information comes from the
urator of the Meadow Brook Gallery.
Kiichi Usui, who conceived the idea
‘for the October exhibit while assisting
Prof. Shinichi Tani with the “Namban
Art™ exhibit at Japan House Gallery
in New York in 1973

doors open to Japanese art

During the four years of prepara-
tion for this exhibit. Usui studied Japa-
nese art history at Tokyo University.
Before plans were complete. a dozen
major institutions had become in-
volved.

Tnitial money came from a match-
ing grant from the National Endow-
ment for the Ars. Grants from the
JDR 3d Fund of New York and the
Center for Japanese Studies at the
University made possible the pub-
lication of an extensive catelogue. Pro-
fessor Calvin L. French of the Univer-
sity of Michigan wrote the catalogue.

The art itself is on loan from the
Kobe City Museum of Namban Art.
The exhibit will be in two parts—half
of the 80 pieces of art will be on dis-
play at the University of Michigan Mu-
seum of Art, while the others are at
the Meadow Breok Gallery.

ALTHOUGH USUI hoped to make
the exhibit a part of the bicentennial.
the need for gallery cases with humid-
ity control delayed it.

*“Japanese art."Usui explained. “is
very sensitive to humidity. and any
abrupt change from the Japanese ch-
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mate would destroy it."

He said cases with humidity contro!
are fast becoming a minimum require-
ment for an art gallery as mofe and
more cultural exchanges develop.

The controls in the cases will keep
the humidity at a steady 5560 per
cent humidity. During the winter.
with central heating. humidity in
buildings may drop to 15 per cent.
Usui said.

On the plane ride here. the art prob-
ably will be packed in air tight cases.
so damage is transit is minimized.

$till. to the viewing public. these de-
tails of preparation won't be half so
fascinating as the art itself. For in-
stance. Usui said the Japanese. mas-
ter craftsmen in so many fields.
never discovered perspective until
they saw Westem art.

But it didn't take long for a popular
artist, Maruyama Okyo. 1733-1785. to
incorporate this into his work and ac-
tually use it with great skill for his
Iandscape and cityscape scenes.

NOT ONLY DID Japanese artists in-
corporate techniques which included
oil painting and perspective. they fre-
quently depicted the foreign influence
as they saw it—Dutch sailors and
Dutch ships in the harbors. and Dutch
family life. ’

They went many steps further
through and actually painted Western
scenes from’ the material that was

Meadow Brook Gallery prepares for major exhibit

brought in by the traders. There are a
number of works in the exhibition that
show the Crand Canal in Venice.
other scenes in Venice and the Nether-
lands. the Parthanon. the Colosseum
and the Pyramids. Judging from pho-
tographs rather than the actual art it-
self. a pyramid is a difficult thing to
conceive and draw without being at
the site or having the advantage of
photography. !

‘The particular appeal of this art
from the small end of the telescope is
that it shows an unknown world as re-
mote as Mars. still based on the famil-
iar surroundings the artist knew. The
Westerners shown at leisure are
rather awkward in their settings as a’
Japanese transformed into a Western
setting would. in fact. be. .

Prof. French. in his catalogue
which is rich in background and his-
tory. explains the reasons for some of
the strange approaches to Western
scenes. Landmarks and buildings are
misptaced because the artists worked
from isolated pictures of them. In sev-
eral casees. the reference pictures
can be traced adding information not
only about Japanese art. but what
was available to the artists to work
from.

Minutely analyzed. this art is a fund
of information on those years of activi-
ty between Japan and the Dutch tra-
ders and Prof. French has done an ex-
cellent piece of research on this far-
reaching subject. .

Hiraga Genrai’s portrait of “A her eyes are beautifully almond
Eurepean Lady” is about 20 by 16  shaped, she still has a look sugges-
inches. Although the lady is wear- tive of American folk portrait
ing a flower that has a delicacy painters who were isolated from
typical of Japanese artwork and the European art movements.

. .

Susie Pong's—

W hereyattean get guality foods at repsonable prices™

B Every Tues, hurs,

i p.m.-10 p.m.
Almand Chicken Special

served w/Fried Rice, & Shaimp Egg Roll
includes tca or coffee

Reg. S35 001y~ 2%

Che

L eather Bottle
o CATERING AVALABLE Fnn
Ronatd Uetson Leféa formenty of Material

Wed. -Sun
Evary Tuesday. RON CODEN e BUSINESSMEN'S LUNCHES Tues.-Sal.
CHILDREN'S MENU

28937 W. WARREN, GARDEN CITY 522-2420 CLOSED MONDAY

| AA AR AR RA A? A RAAA R

ROMA

RESTAURANY & LOUNGE Featuring italian and American Dining
Erermment Frday & Sargay
DOMESTIC BLEND TRIO
BUSINESSMEN'S LUNCHEON ¢ BOUNTIFUL SALAD BAR

z Mon, -Tues.-Wed. -Thurs.
\NEW YORK STRIP STEAK. Polato & Salad....

EAL PARMEGIANA. Side Order of Spaghel & Sala
AKEQFISK. Served wilh Polalo & Gole Sia....
oo FRIDAY
89 S FISH N CHIPS with Saiac or Siaw..
Facte,

N

Above includes Bread Basket
b3 32826 FIVE MILE ROAD -EAST OF SARMINGTON RD. -425-8530

LA A AR A AR RN RS AA RARAS

JLT.
| §

AR AR KA A AR RA RA R A §

™ WM W WV WV W W W W W W

OCKTAIL HOURS MON. -FRI. 3.5 P,M.
4 VW WM W WV W W NV W W D ¥ W W W)

“Arrival of Dutch Ship” is a woodblock print with color. The un-
known artist left the stamp of his own personality and culture on his
work.

Several works in the coming show illustrate how the artist, Ma-
ruyama Okyo, carefully combined skills from various artistic cul
tures. Here he uses perspective and delicate shading for depth and
distance. These were introduced to Japan by the Westerners.
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