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Juvenile justice system: A crime against everyone?

Violent crime is increasing _among

*“If we cannot comprehend how juve-
nile i

of Michigan researcher reports, but
only a small portion of them are

- being held or rehabiliated.

l
J

They are being arrested and re-
leased because the corrections facil-
ities are too crowded—with much less-
er offenders like shoplifting boys and
promiscuous girls.

“National surveys provide no assur-

. ance that youth are being assigned

among the states’ correctional pro-
gram in any rational manner accord-
ing to the seriousness of their crime,"”
U-M social work Prof. Robert D. Vin-
ter told members of the American
Correction Association at their annual
meeting last week in Milwaukee.
“In fact, the data show that young-
sters who commit ‘status offenses’

. such as curfew violations or skipping

Skl bl

school are as likely or more likely to
be locked up as those who are guilty
of serious crime,” Vinter said.

The fault lies with discriminatory
juvenile court judges and probation of-
ficers, Vinter states, and especially
with state policy makers who have
failed to set rational guidelines for
their decisions.

how serious and deepseated are its
problems, then any attempt to change
part of the system—such as policies
for violent offenders—will certainly
fail.”

Vinter co-directed the National As-
sessment of Juvenile Corrections
(NAJC) which was concluded last
year at the U-M. The comprehensive
five-year study uncovered wide dis-
parities in correctional programs with-
in and among the 50 states.

“Inconsistencies are everywhere—
in the state and local structures for
handling the juveniles; in the num-
bers and types of group homes or in-
stitutions available; in the juvenile
codes themselves and their definitions
of juvenile crime,” Vinter said.

“Consequently, ‘the chances of a
youth being sent to a correctional fa-
cility was almost 20 times greater in
some states than in others,” Vinter

stated.
**Another incongruity is that the pat

by about 22 per cent. The population
in adult jails and correctional facil-
ities also increased, although by a
lesser proportion.

‘Spending upwards of $25,000 per resident
annually to Incarcerate promiscuous girls and

“In contrast, the ion of
youths assigned to state correctional
facilities fell by onethird during the
same period, even though violent
crime among juveniles increased by
49 per cent.

“It is evident that county and munic-
ipal governments largely withdrew
from juvenile correction in recent
years, probably due to budgetary pres-
sures and state takeovers,” Vinter

said.
“Although the states have assumed
respurmhlhty for juvenile corrections
programming, they have given it little
attention. Across the country, its af-
fairs are of low priority with all politi-
cal parties, governors and legislative
bodies,” the U-M professor stated.
Individual states have tended to im-
plement “far more rational™ correc-
tional policies for adults than for juve-
nile offenders, Vinter asserted. “Adult

terns of juvenile
the states bear no relation to lhe
crime rate. In the period we studied,
197074, the nation’s crime rate rose

practices are defi-
nitely linked to crime rates, espe-
cially violent crime,” he reported.
“Juvenile programming is not corre-

t boys is an affront to sane public

policy and common sense.”

—Prof. Robert D. Vinter

vere offenders, 29 per cent were lock-
ed up for ‘status offenses’'—non-crimi-
nal acts such as unruly behavior and
running away from home! Of the girls
in institutions, a full 71 per cent were
status offenders!

“These findings must raise grave
questions about the states’ juvenile
:lornectmnal policies. Their non-ration-

lated with rates of property crime, vio-
lent crime or the total of both.”

What happens to the serious and vio-
lent juvenile offenders who are not
being assigned to youth correctional
programs? A further analysis found
them—nearly 12,000 youths during
each of the years under study—in
adult jails and detention facilities
awaiting court processing.

“Why should we find that crime

rates are unrelated to the numbers of

serious offenders in youth correctional
programs but are strongly correlated
to the numbrs of youth in adult jails?
Perhaps when crime—and public con-
cern about it—rises, the local police
and judiciary tends to respond rather
vigorously and opts for immediate
lock-up rather than long range rehabi-
litiation,” Vinter said.

"The‘real paradox, then, is in the
populations of the youth corrections
programs. These include closed in-
stitutions, open group homes or half-
way houses, and non-residential day
treatment, centers. listed in order of
decreasing security and operational
costs.

“However, we found scant evidence
of either,” Vinter stated. “In NAJC's
national sample of 42 juvenile in-
stitutions, halfway houses and day
treatment centers throughout the coun-
try, only 15 per cent had been com-
mitted for person crimes; 58 per cent
for combined person/property/drug of-
fenses, and 42 per cent for status of-
fenses, misdemeanors and parole vio-
lations.

“In the closed institutions, suppos-
edly appropriate on'y for the most se-

practices tends to dis-
place serious offenders with 2 wide
range of other types of youth. And at
a very high cost.

“"Among the grievous costs that
must be reckoned, but cannot be esti-
mated in dollars, are the very ad-
verse effects of mixing minor and
first offenders and more serious offen-
ders in the same institutions,” Vinter
stressed.

“Closed institutions should be
places of last resort, but they simply
are not. It is no exaggeration to say
that the majority of youths in most in-
stitutions in most states should not be
there,” he concluded.

“Spending upwards of $25.000 per
resident annually to incarcerate prom-
iscuous girls and misdemeanant boys
is an affront to sane public policy and
common sense.”

FOUNDERS SOCIETY CONCERT SERIES
presents

EDITH J. FREEMAN & JOANN FREEMAN,

Pianist performing MELODECLAMATION

An historic evening of Russian poetry and music in
the rich tradition of the Tsars

ART INSTITUTE e FRL, SEPT. 16
® 8:30 PM.

............. NEW THIS SEASON «.cccoveunee
® Concert Dining with Wine in an Intimate
Renassance Court ® Guided Masterpiece Tours
to special interest works of art @ Valet Parking
 Cocktail & Champagne Intermissions
Adyance Reservations Required
Concert Only $7-Concert-Dinner Package $24

Call Art Inatitute Ticket Office: 833-7941

Begin Your Weekends
. The Thursday Eccentric

FINE GIFTS and HALLMARK CAFIDS
Just Arrived,
New Shipment of

AJ"”‘%

6 Mile & Newburg Center, Livania
‘Westland Canter, Wasiland
Brighton Mall, Brighton

235

Get your
feet wet helore
you take
the nlunge <

Naw you c8n 1eunch & new caresr
whita you keap your prasent
Jobt Farmers Insurance Group
wit raln you without eovl nd pey
you full commissions white you
{oarn. Bafore you know I, you'll

be making waves In & rewarding
iifaum profession. Write or call
for full dealls.

WM. E. TURNBULL, Dist. Mgr.
. SUITE 33 of the LINGOLN OFFICE CENTER
26200 GREENFIELD
OAK PARK, M1 48237 -

968-1389

HUDSON'S OAKLAND
CLEARANCE

FIND THIS VALUE-PACKED ROUND-UP
OF BEDDING, CLOSET AND BATH ACCESSORIES

IN THE CARPETING
AREA, 3RD FLOOR

' 4.97 bath orig. 7.50-$12

Fashion towels from famous names and makers. Like Bill
Blass and Gloria Vanderbilt to name just two. Solids, prints
and jacquard designs, drastically reduced to clear way for
new fall selection. Hand towels, orig. 4.50-$7, clearance
3.47; washcloths, orig. $2-2.50, clearance’1.47. In Towels.

6.97bath orig. $10-$18

Exceptional buys on beautiful embellished towels in 5
innovative patterns. Hand towels, orig. $12, clearance 4.97;
washcloths, orig. $6-$8, clearance 2.47; fingertip towels,
orig. $4-$6, clearance 2.47.

2.97 twin orig. 8.50

50% savings on a huge group of no-iron percale sheets,
both flat and fitted. Full, orig. $11, clearance 4.97; queen,
orig. 15.50, clearance 6.97; king, orig. $18, clearance
8.97; standard cases, orig. 2/$8, clearance 2/3.97; bolster
cases, orig. 2/$9, clearance 2/3.97. In Sheets.

9.97 AND ]4.97 orig. $16-$24

Enjoy 40% savings on our sturdy cotton duck garment
bag ensemble. With full-length zippers for easy access to
clothes. Jumbo, maxi and mini bags, orig. $18, clearance
9.97 ea.; storage box, orig. $18, clearance 9.97; 12-pc.
shoe bag, orig. $16, clearance 9.97; men's 12-poc. shoe
bag, orig. $17, clearance 9.97; shoe cabinet, orig. $24,
clearance 14.97.

2.97TO 3997 orig. 3.50-$60

Save 35% on our beautiful Bamboo ensemble from hooks
to hampers. Singlé hook, orig. 3.50, clearance 2.97; double
hook, towel ring and toilet tissue holder, orig. $5, clearance
3.97 ea.; towel bar, orig. $7, clearance 4.97; tissue box
cover, orig. $10, clearance 5.97; magazine rack (nice in
any room), orig. $12, clearance 8.87; double shelf with

towel bar and wastebasket, orig. $28, clearance 19.97 ea.;

hamper, orig. $60, clearance 39.97.

]9.99 full size if perfect, $53

Irregulars of Antron HI® nylon satin comforters in
assorted solid colors. Machine wash and dry. King size, if
perfect, $71, clearance 29.99.

3-97']'0 29.97 orig. $12-$40

50% off a fabulous selection of shower curtains, both
fabrics and vinyls. Solids and prints, some with matching
window draperies.

3.97TO 24.97 orig. $10-$48

40% off our rich, woven hamper ensemble, done in a
natural looking two-tone weave. Wastebasket and hamper
are fully lined. Sturdily reinforced for lasting beauty. Tissue
cover, orig. $10, clearance 3.97; wastebasket, orig. $15, -
clearance 6.97; hamper, orig. $48, clearance 24.97.

19-97 twin orig. $30-"

Remarkable savings on Bates’ House of Windsor patch-
- work quilt bedspread with cotton/polyester cover, poly-
ester fiberfill. No-iron, machine washable. Brown/beige
tones. Full, orig. $38, clearance 26. 97, queen, orig. $48,
clearance 29.97. .

10.97 twin orig. $23

Cover the whole family with famous-maker blanket
savings. Many, many styles and colors to choose from, all
machine washable and dryable. Full, orig. $28, clearance
12.97; queen/king, orig. $40, clearance 16.97.

]9.99 twin orig. $40 .-

Famous-maker comforters from our leading manufac- -
turer. A super group at super savings! Full, orig. $68,
clearance 24.99; queen, orig. $80, clearance 32.99; king,
orig. $95, clearance 46.99. .

]5 97 twin orlg $45
Grand Bahama and

Curraco bedspreads In beige tones to naturally accent
your bedrooms. Full, orig. $58, clearance 20.97; queen,
orig. $65, clearance 27.97; pillow shams, orig. $24,
clearance 7.97.
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