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The Generation Gap

Under The Law

/

People Mature Earlier Today

But Our Static Old Laws Won't

Let Them Vote, Work Ori§ Be Responsible

What is @ “minor?!’ . A

A minor is a person who hay not reached the
legal age of an adult . . . H
. i — Lawyer's definition

Grandmother to high school coed:
“We didn't ‘have teen-agers when | wos your
age.” i
— New Yorker cartoon

By TIM|RICHARD

Yes, therc is a “generation gap,” but it's

more severe than simply a lack of under-
standing belween age groups.:

Yes, times are changing, but the change
is going deeper than/mere social standards,

Human beings have changed, especially
in the 1221 age range. No Ionger can you
validly compare the 18-year-old of today with
the 18-year-old of a halfcentury ago. Televi-
sion and liberal professors have something to
do ;vith it, but their role has been exagger-
ated. i .

J
Human beings have changed physi-
cally. This has contributed to social-
mental changes, The age of * i

i

posal.
Ya * *

OUR SOCIEfY has built up, mainly in
the last 50 years, a new class of people for
which it hasn’t éven found a name. Fools —
including members of an area board of edu-
cation — refer to them as “children.” Some
say ‘‘teen-agers.” Some, ‘young adults,”
which is a contradiction of terms. Others,
“‘adolescents,” which is clinical.

People imature earlier, but they join the
economic, ;jolitical and social mainstream
later. o
A cent{iy ago, a lad reached puberty at

‘hout that time, he had finished
if he went that far, and with no
ws he was soon self-supporting.

reaches physical maturity two

Legislalur%are receiving copies of this pro-
3

Today

" or more yeg¥s earlier. He is put under tre-

is academid§lly strong, he is under pressure

to attend cyllege and go on to graduate

school; if nat, the community college opens

its doors to l‘imA After all this he gets some
S poors i h

mendous p1§.‘sure to finish high school. If he

has changed—althongh no ont has caleu-
lated precisely how.

Laws have remained static, however, In
11th century Britain, a male was deemed to
have reached the age of majority when he
was 21, being then sturdy enough at last to
bear armor. Thus, in the space age, we are
governed by a law that is not only 900 years
old but, worse, a physical concept that hasn't
seriously been re-examined in all that time.

* * *

" tn~ IS THE ARGUMENT of this paper
at: :

@ The meaning of maturity and the age
of maturity ghould be identified more pre-
cisely. The job should be undertaken by a
ggnleltapgcmtled by Gov. Milliken consisting

anthr

psychologists, sociologists. o

o The legal questions involving matur-
ity should be identified by another panel —
lawyers and judges. Among the questions: At
what age should one vote? drink? serve on a
jury? be tried for crime as an adult? be al-
lowed to marry? be entitled to a parent’s Jup-
port? be able to make sexual decisions? use
firearms. B H

® The knowledge of maturity should
then be applied to the law. What will be the
result? A good guess is that the legal age of
everything may well be lowered.

Not only legal ages could be affected
by a more precise knowledge of maturity,
but our entire educational szlslgﬂa, too, A’

campus revolts, that freshmen enter col
lege about two years earlier, on the aver- -

age.

So far, the legal discussion has revolved
around only one issue — the 18-year-old vote.
Voting is a right, and politically the older
folks will never allow the extension of that
right unless young people also assume addi-
tional responsibility. That's the oldest rule of
politics: To get something, you. must give
something; compromise.

There is hope: Gov. Milliken and several
leaders of both parties have expressed an in-
terest in the total revision of laws relating to
maturity. They, along; with members of the

| .
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in the Peace Corps or
the military;
It isn’t wRil eight or 10 years after he has

It
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reached theyage of reproduction that he
reaches the ‘gge of full economic production
in a career, *

A scholar coined the term “social dyna-
mite” in writing about jobless young Negroes
in the citieg: e term can actually cover
nearly all people in the 12-21 age group.

* * *

THERE.IS AN APPALLING shortage of
precise information on what maturity is.

“Over the last 100 years,” says Free
Press Writer Boyce Rensberger, “the aver-
age age of first menstruation in girls has
dropped from 17 to 12. Most likely a similar
change in sexual development has taken
place in males, but because there is no com-
parable dramatic event to signal biological
sexual maturity, it is not easily measured.”

Says Dr; Leroy Augenstein, Michigan
State University biophysicist and member of
the State Board of Education: "'This (earlier
maturity) is probably not more than a year
or so, and 1don’t think this is significant, The
thing that I think is significant is the growth
of mental maturity. I would define it as the
ability: to recognize that everything isn't
black or white. There are shades of grey .. ."

Physicall and mental maturity are two
different thirgs, granted. But they are relat.
ed. The braiy nerves of a chimpanzee reach
full developriient around the time of puberty,
but a-human E brain nerves do not develop
fully until sofpié years after puberty,

1f brain Mevelopment is related to the
rest of the 's development, it follows that
mental develfpment — hence mental matur-
ity — is also related to physical development.

+ * *

YET THERE MAY EVEN be di

|

FOOLS CALL THEM CH/LDREN’

‘When the U.S. Senate last year debated
lowering the voting age to 18, the usual
bloody shirt argument — “If they're old
enough to dic for their country, they're old
enough to vote”—was rai A thoughtful
reply came from Sen. Sp rd L. Holland
(D-Fla.): -

“Mr. Chairman . .. I “ot subscribe to
that theory, for the draft ay®™and the voting
age are as different as nigh'; and day.  For
soldiers are called .upon;fo;be obedient to
command and to follow the Strictest of mili-
tary rules and orders. They,are hot in & posi-
tion to determine matters ofpolicy for them-
selves . . . e,

“The voter must havgjthe ability to
separate promise from pl#formance and
to evaluate the candidate, 1 the basis of

sex are not subject to be vrafted to fight
but do have a right to vofe, just as citi-
zens of the male sex do.”” * *

Holland then went on tq argue that the
voting age shouldn’t be lowered because so
many other legal ages — diiking, marrying
without parental consent #%d‘making con-
tracts — are set at 21,

Wise as Sen. Holland’s
still contain two flaws in logs: '

First, while the abilitytto fight and the
ability to vote are different:%it'doesn’t follow
that both abilities come at if'atkedly different
ages. Maybe the abilities te fight a war and
to vote both develop at 18—who has research-
ed it? n

Second, Holland's reaséning is circu.
lar: He argues that one }aw shouldn't be
changed because of provisions - in
other laws. This paper es that prob-
ably everything will hav, iibe revised —
probably downward. Ed

arks are, &ey

Ny
Leroy Augenstein think}) there should be
a single age of maturity: A{'erson would gain
the right to vote and drinl_a n d make con-
i of supporting
enforced

himself and having cont
against him — all at once.

Mental maturity occurs
for different people. Every
persons of 17 and punks of 3
will take some population da'%; to:make deci-
sions about when enough pex; ons|of any age
are sufficiently mature to-iallow everyone
that age to vote. ¢ i

if men of science’determine that

different ages
knows mature
That is why it

. Thus, i
(say) 75 per cent of all persons have the men-

tal capability to vote intelligently, hold their

liquor and make contracts atage 19, then that

should be the age.
*

* Klw
DR. E. KEMAL GOKNAR; formerly head
of the young adult unit at{®orthville State
Hospital, likes the ideas giving people
more rights and responsibi! ks at an earlier
age, but he added a new twi:t — an interme-
diat; legal age between chi .'lhood and adult-
10od.. !

The young adult unit a ;NSH serves per- -

sons in the 17-21 age range fand Goknar said
they have special problemi) and needs. On
the one hand, they are too old to be treated as
children. On the other hand, they are not yet

jcally ind dent; haven't start-

degrees of mental maturity.

ed their own families, and 3wy are still un-
certain about their vocationfiy'
Goknar proposed an ini ediate age
range at which a person uld assume
some, but nof all, of the righ5'and respon-
sibilities of an. adult. A psglhiatrist and
not a lawyer, hc was unccifljn of how to
apply this theory in the wrifing of a law.
But thé two-part state comfilission of be-
havioral scientists and I&pyers could
possibly work out an answegt: Who has re-
searched it?" *

Goknar's analysis is stren sthened by the
Louis Harris Survey of voling'behavior. Ad-
vocates of the 18year-old.vote argue that
Young people losc interest in politics between
their high school civics class and the time
they reach 21; better citizen participation
could be achieved by lowering the voting age,
the advocates say. .

Harris, however, found jRs{ the opposite
to be true. “Studies in those {}ates where the
voting age has been loweredjpelow 21 reveal
a smaller proportionate tursiout among the
under-21 age group than any other,” Harris
wrote on March 27. <

Harris didn't give the religons, but they
are obvious. It takes more{{¥an a civics
course to stimulate and informg person poli-
tically. A young person’s plai™of residence
hasn't been stabilized yet; 33 may know
about Nixon and Kennedy, i} he "doesn’t
know much yet about the lor:
the state legislators, the to
and the school board members;;

Time — not
-

civics courses — nust fill in those important
details.
* * *

ADULT BODIES, probably adult minds,
children’s rights and duties — that is a fair
summary of what our ‘economy and legal
system have ‘created for the under-21 age
group.

Roy Sorenson, addressing the Joint Con-
ference on Children and Youth in Washington
in 1962, said:
© A major stress for youth stems from
their lack of place or role in our society. They
are too young to marry; largely excluded /
from employment, they do not participate in
tlections; there is presently no effective way
for them to take part in the political, com-
mercial, financial or cultural aspects of the
community." -

And Franklin Patterson of Tufts Univer-
sity put it this way:

“Youth are passive students, con-
sumers, dependents and bored observers
of, the adult rat race. We have placed
youth in a secial vacuum with nothing to
measure themselves against except stan-
dardized academic scores and poor stan-
dards that are evecked by advertising,
consumer persuasion and the disc jockey.”

People in the behavioral sciences are
talking about maturity, a little. 'People re-
sponsible for..campaigning for and passing
laws are talking about - maturity, mostly
guessing.

They should be talking to each other and
drafting laws based on 20th century know-
ledge, not 11th century conditions. This paper
proposes that Michivan lead the nation b}%‘
defining maturity, learning when it occur:
and applying that knowledge to all the laws.
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